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1. Introduction
Mountlake Terrace's Recreation, Parks and Open Space system is
well-connected, vibrant, and regionally important, and encourages
interaction and understanding amongst its residents.

T

his 2021 Recreation, Parks and Open
6SDFH3ODQRU5326IRUVKRUWUHHFWV
the city’s vision of a vibrant community
that responds to the needs and desires of
its residents and visitors for fun, healthy,
exciting and diverse activities in an awardwinning Recreation and Parks system.

PURPOSE OF THE PLAN
This RPOS Plan is intended to guide
WKHFRPPXQLW\֢VHRUWVWKURXJK
and beyond. It considers the recreation
and park needs of residents citywide
whose input was gathered through broad
FRPPXQLW\HQJDJHPHQWHRUWV%DVHG
on an extensive assessment of community
needs, the Plan provides a blueprint for the
growth, enhancement and management of
Mountlake Terrace’s recreation and park
system.

The 2021 Recreation, Parks and Open
Space Plan is designed to:
ّ Provide an opportunity for the community
of Mountlake Terrace to express their
recreational interests and their vision for
the City’s recreation and park system.
ّ Provide updated inventories, demographic
FRQGLWLRQVDQGQHHGVDQDO\VHVWKDWUHHFW
the current state of the City and its
recreation and park system.
ّ (VWDEOLVKVSHFLFJRDOVREMHFWLYHV
recommendations and actions for
developing, conserving and maintaining
high-quality recreation facilities and
programs, parks and open spaces across the
City.
ّ *XLGH&LW\HOHFWHGRௗFLDOVWKH5HFUHDWLRQ
DQG3DUN$GYLVRU\&RPPLVVLRQVWD
and residents when making decisions
or taking actions regarding planning,
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acquiring, developing or implementing
recreation, park and open space facilities
and programs.
ّ Meet the requirements of the Washington
State Growth Management Act, as well as
eligibility requirements for state and local
funding and grant programs.

This plan updates and builds on Mountlake
Terrace’s 2015 Recreation, Parks and Open
Space (RPOS) Master Plan. Mountlake
7HUUDFHKDVH[SHULHQFHGVLJQLFDQW
changes since the adoption of the 2015
RPOS Plan – the city has grown by over
1,000 residents and is now home to a
more diverse, slightly younger, more
educated and wealthier community. This
2021 RPOS update has been revised to
UHHFWFXUUHQWFRPPXQLW\LQWHUHVWVDQG
opportunities.
The RPOS Plan is part of the City’s
broader Comprehensive Plan and is
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consistent with the guidelines established
by Washington’s Growth Management
Act. The RPOS Plan must be updated
every six years for the City to retain
eligibility for state grants through the
Washington State Recreation and
&RQVHUYDWLRQ2ௗFH 5&2 ZKLFK
administers a variety of outdoor recreation
and conservation grant programs.

PLANNING PROCESS OVERVIEW
In 2020, the City of Mountlake Terrace
began developing a comprehensive and
YLVLRQDU\5HFUHDWLRQ3DUNV 2SHQ6SDFH
Plan (RPOS) to guide the development
and acquisition of new recreation facilities,
parks and open spaces, as well as the
renovation of existing facilities over the
next twenty years.
Public input is important to make sure
WKHJRDOVDQGSULRULWLHVLGHQWLHGLQWKH
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RPOS Plan are consistent with community
interests. The City hosted a series of public
RXWUHDFKHRUWVWKDWLQFOXGHGDUDQGRP
sample mail-in survey, an online survey,
focus groups, an online open house and
other engagement. In addition to the
public feedback gathered to understand
community needs and priorities, the
Recreation and Park Advisory Commission
(RPAC) was heavily engaged in the
preparation of the RPOS Plan. The RPAC
shared their thoughts at six sessions during
2020 and 2021 on the current state of parks
and recreation in Mountlake Terrace and
provided guidance and direction on ideas
for key projects and policy considerations.
A review of the existing park inventory
became the basis for determining the
current performance of the system and for
identifying needed maintenance and capital
repair projects. An overarching analysis was
conducted for parks, trails and natural areas
to assess current needs and project future
demand to account for population growth
and shifting demographics. The Plan’s
capital facilities section, and accompanying
implementation and funding strategies,
were then developed to guide the City
toward the community’s recreation and
SDUNJRDOVZKLOHUHFRJQL]LQJRSHUDWLRQDO
realities.
7KLVUHVXOWLQJ53263ODQUHHFWVWKH
community’s interests and needs for
recreation and park facilities, trails and
outdoor recreation - balanced with the
realities of budgets.

DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW
7KH0RXQWODNH7HUUDFH5HFUHDWLRQ 
Parks Department manages 293 acres of
parks and open spaces that provide an array
of recreational opportunities – ranging
IURPRUJDQL]HGVSRUWVDQGSOD\JURXQGV
to disc golf, lake activities and wildlife
viewing. The City also hosts a variety of
youth, teen and adult recreation programs
at the City’s Recreation Pavilion and other
IDFLOLWLHV0RXQWODNH7HUUDFH5HFUHDWLRQ 
Parks is an award-winning department that
has captured local and national honors in
WKH3DFLF1RUWKZHVWIRUPDQ\\HDUV
Three City divisions play critical roles
in the development, management and
maintenance of the City’s recreation and
park system:

PARKS SERVICES DIVISION
Parks Services is responsible for
maintaining and improving 293 acres of
property in playgrounds, parks, open space,
DWKOHWLFHOGVIRUHVWHGDUHDVWKHODNHWUDLOV
and building grounds. As the steward of
these valuable community assets, the City
sustainably maintains these properties
to protect the public investment and to
provide safe, accessible parks, open space
and trails. Park properties include: Ballinger
3DUN(YHUJUHHQ3OD\HOG&RPSOH[

)LUHJKWHUV0HPRULDO3DUN)RUHVW&UHVW
3OD\HOG0DWW+LUYHO¦%LFHQWHQQLDO3DUN
Terrace Creek Park, Jack Long Park,
Terrace Ridge Park, Veterans Memorial
Park and the Interurban Trail.

RECREATION PROGRAMS DIVISION
Recreation Programs provide the
community with a wide array of quality
leisure activities and events that encourage
and promote positive and healthy lifestyles
for all ages and abilities. Supported
primarily through user fees, the Recreation
Program fund supports aquatics, athletics/
WQHVV\RXWKDQGJHQHUDOUHFUHDWLRQ
programs. Year-round programs and
DFWLYLWLHVRHUHGLQFOXGHVZLPOHVVRQV
public swims, dance, preschool, youth
FDPSVWQHVVLQGRRUSOD\JURXQGVSRUW
leagues, open gym, facility rentals and
community events. Major recreation
facilities include the Recreation Pavilion,
(YHUJUHHQ3OD\HOG%DOOLQJHU3OD\HOG
)RUHVW&UHVW3OD\HOGDQGWKH7HUUDFH3DUN
School Gymnasium.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT DIVISION
Property Management is responsible for
the maintenance and operations of all
city buildings and structures including
custodial services, security systems, heating,
cooling and ventilation, mechanical and

3

electrical systems, plumbing and roof
repairs, carpentry and minor building
PRGLFDWLRQVDVZHOODVWKHPRQLWRULQJ
and maintenance of a 160,000-gallon
municipal pool. These facilities include
&LW\+DOO3ROLFH6WDWLRQ)LUH6WDWLRQ
2SHUDWLRQV)DFLOLW\5HFUHDWLRQ3DYLOLRQ
Mickey Corso Community Clubhouse,
3DUN)DFLOLWLHV6QRKRPLVK&RXQW\DQG
the Library.

RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

RECREATION AND PARK ADVISORY COMMISSION (RPAC)

ّ &RPSOHWHGWKHGHVLJQIRU*DWHZD\3OD]D

The RPAC promotes the use of recreation
facilities and programs, participates in
city-wide special events and volunteer
park projects, including playground
installations, park clean-up activities,
maintaining communication with
subcommittees, including reviewing
recommendations from the Neighborhood
Parks Improvement Subcommittee and
RWKHUUHODWHGYROXQWHHURUJDQL]DWLRQV
providing recreation services within
the community. Major projects include
updating the RPOS Plan as part of the
City's Comprehensive Plan and making
recommendations on these projects to the
City Council.
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The 2015 RPOS Plan has been a strong
JXLGHIRU&LW\RௗFLDOVPDQDJHPHQWDQG
VWDLQPDNLQJGHFLVLRQVDERXWSODQQLQJ
acquiring, developing and implementing
recreation program, facility and park
improvements. The following represents a
VKRUWOLVWRIWKHDFFRPSOLVKPHQWVUHDOL]HG
following the adoption of the previous
plan.

ّ Implemented the Ballinger Park Master
Plan, including construction of the
planned waterfront amenities and
universally accessible playground.
ّ Supported a recreation program that
served 300,000 people annually, preCOVID.
ّ 6FKHGXOHGDSSUR[LPDWHO\VSRUWHOG
hours to accommodate youth and adult
RXWGRRUVSRUWVRUJDQL]DWLRQVDQG&LW\

with construction planned in 2023-24.
ّ 'HVLJQHGDQGFRQVWUXFWHGDUWLFLDO
WXUIVRFFHUHOGDW(YHUJUHHQ3OD\HOG

recreational programs.
ّ Constructed the Bicentennial Park
pathway.
ّ Provided ongoing support for community
special events including Independence

Complex.
ّ Purchased 1.78 acres of natural areas
adjacent to Terrace Creek Park and
completed planning for the Terrace
Creek Trail connection to connect to the

Day Celebration, Tour de Terrace,
National Night Out, Arts of the Terrace
and Tree Lighting Ceremony.
ّ Increased volunteerism through the new

5HFUHDWLRQ3DYLOLRQ(YHUJUHHQ3OD\HOG

$GRSWD3DUNSURJUDPE\XWLOL]LQJQRQ

Complex.

SURWJURXSVVXFKDV%R\DQG*LUO6FRXWV

ّ Designed and constructed the Jerry Smith
ّ Developed Veterans Memorial Park
Master Plan.

of America, MTYAA and the Mountlake
Terrace Garden Club, and sponsoring

7RZQ&HQWHU3OD]D

volunteer events such as the Arbor Day/
Earth Day Cleanup in April and National
Day of Service in September.

MOUNTLAKE TERRACE RECREATION, PARKS & OPEN SPACE PLAN | 2022

CURRENT CHALLENGES
"The offerings at the
Recreation Pavilion
are super! But it’s
very hard to get into
the swim classes.
There are no parks in
the northwest section
of MLT - wish we
had a playground in
that area!"
- Community survey respondent

IMPACTS OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
The COVID-19 pandemic and the associated health mandates for social distancing have
transformed the way municipalities plan for and conduct public engagement. To develop
this Plan, the City implemented a sound public process that was compliant with health
mandates by using a range of online tools for communications, engagement and community
feedback. Health mandates related to the pandemic also have had dramatic impacts on the
&LW\֢VUHFUHDWLRQSURJUDPPLQJDQGRSHUDWLRQVDQGPD\LQXHQFHKRZWKH&LW\SURYLGHV
UHFUHDWLRQDORSSRUWXQLWLHVLQWKHIXWXUH)RUH[DPSOHWKH&LW\KDVEHHQDEOHWRUHRSHQWKH
Pavilion with limited capacity through a reservation system. It also now provides an array
of virtual recreation programs and has expanded outdoor activities. The Kid Krew Child
Care program has taken on an enhanced educational role assisting participants with distance
learning curriculum. These shifts have allowed the City to continue to provide critical
recreation and park services during a challenging time. Though unanticipated, they may
DOVRSRVLWLRQWKH&LW\WRRHUDZLGHUDUUD\RIPRUHDFFHVVLEOHUHFUHDWLRQRSSRUWXQLWLHVLQWKH
future.

GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
While Mountlake Terrace has seen only moderate population growth over the past two
decades, the development of a new light rail transit line with a stop in the Town Center will
likely spur increased development demand. More residents and higher density development
will increase the need for recreation opportunities in the City and mean existing parks will
VHHPRUHYLVLWRUVHDFK\HDU7KH&LW\ZLOOQHHGWREHFUHDWLYHWRQGZD\VWRPHHWJURZLQJ
recreational demand, as it cannot expand its boundaries and has limited options for purchasing
DGGLWLRQDOSDUNODQG)RUH[DPSOHWKH&LW\PLJKWSXUVXHRSSRUWXQLWLHVWRDGGQHZDPHQLWLHV
to existing parks, improve recreation amenities to handle more use and adapt to emerging
needs, preserve and restore natural areas, and build partnerships with other local providers.

ASSET MANAGEMENT
Established recreation and park systems require ongoing maintenance in order to safely and
HHFWLYHO\VHUYHWKHFRPPXQLW\3XEOLFUHFUHDWLRQSURYLGHUVDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\FRQVLGHU
maintaining existing park facilities to be a key management issue. Poorly maintained assets
– from benches to playgrounds to pools – can fail, either structurally or operationally, posing
safety risks and reducing their recreational value. Aging infrastructure may also fail to meet
community expectations or need capital upgrades to adapt to changing community needs.
However, recreation providers often struggle to establish adequate funding mechanisms
for routine and preventative maintenance and repair of facilities, as well as the major
rehabilitation of existing outdoor recreation facilities at the end of their useful life. This Plan
includes a condition assessments of City parks to provide a baseline of current conditions
that then informs facility, maintenance and operations policies and improvements. Proper
maintenance of recreation assets will prevent deterioration thereby reducing long-term
capital and operating costs, maintaining safety, improving public perception and increasing
community use.

EQUITY, ACCESS & ACCESSIBILITY
With the intent to provide a balanced suite of recreation experiences across the City, there
is a need to review levels of service in support of a robust system of recreation, parks, trails
and natural areas that enhances social equity across programs and facilities. The City must
FRQWLQXHWRQGZD\VWRSURYLGHFRPSOHWHDQGVDIHDFFHVVWRUHFUHDWLRQIDFLOLWLHVDQGSDUNVDQG
strive to ensure that all residents have equitable access to recreational resources and services,
ZKLOHEDODQFLQJWKHQDQFLDODQGRSHUDWLRQDOFDSDFLW\RIWKH5HFUHDWLRQ 3DUNV'HSDUWPHQW
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GUIDING DOCUMENTS
Past community plans and other relevant
documents were reviewed for policy
direction and goals as they pertain to the
provision and planning for recreation,
parks and trail opportunities in Mountlake
Terrace. The development of each plan or
study involved public input and adoption
by their respective responsible legislative
body.

RECREATION, PARKS & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN
The Recreation, Parks and Open Space
Master Plan (RPOS) adopted in 2015
provided direction and updates from the
previous 2009 RPOS. Park standards were
PRGLHGWRUHHFWFRPPXQLW\DQGODQG
uses changes. The RPOS acknowledged
that the need for park land would grow
as the population increases and be more
GLௗFXOWWRDFTXLUH7KHSODQLGHQWLHGDQ
aging park infrastructure that could not
stand up to the increasing levels of use.
6SRUWVHOGFRQGLWLRQVDQGWKHQHHGIRU
DGGLWLRQDOVSRUWVFRXUWVZHUHLGHQWLHG
The existing trails and pathways were
noted as needing more access and amenities
to allow for varied experiences and better
connections throughout the community.
The limitations of the aging Recreation
Pavilion were called out with the stated
demand for more space and design
H[LELOLW\7KH5326YLVLRQIRU0RXQWODNH
Terrace states “Mountlake Terrace’s
Recreation, Parks and Open Space system
is well-connected, vibrant, and regionally
important, and encourages interaction and
understanding amongst its residents.” The
RPOS recommendations for park facilities
LQFOXGHGLPSURYLQJVSRUWVHOGVXSJUDGLQJ
access to key trails and redeveloping the
Recreation Pavilion. Recommendations for
new parks centered on the Town Center
Plan and new facilities at the Civic Center
Campus.

CITY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The City’s Comprehensive Plan was
XSGDWHGLQWRUHHFWWKHYLVLRQIRU
development and conservation for the next
20 years. The comprehensive plan contains
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a park and recreation element (updated
in 2017) that illustrates how recreation,
parks and open space are a critical part of
a healthy community. The capital facilities
SODQDGGUHVVHVVSHFLFSDUNVDQGUHFUHDWLRQ
improvement projects while further
support comes within the Community
9DOXHVVWDWHPHQWWKDWUPO\DYRZV
walkability (trails), the natural environment
and recreation. The 2015 RPOS Master
Plan and its 2016 supplement was adopted
in full to be an element of the City’s
Comprehensive Plan. The plan presents
the future park land acquisition needs as
well as existing and future levels of service
for park land provision. The 2016 RPOS
VXSSOHPHQWLGHQWLHGDSULRULWL]HGIRFXV
on the implementation of two key projects
in Mountlake Terrace – the Civic Center
Campus redevelopment and Town Center
Plan implementation – as both projects
include recreation and park facilities.
Several park master plans, acquisition
of public park land in underserved
neighborhoods and capital improvement
IXQGLQJZHUHDOVRLGHQWLHG

Among the key objectives for the town
center was encouraging a healthy “green”
environment that includes open spaces and
landscaping. The town center vision also
UHFRJQL]HGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIHPSKDVL]LQJ
the nearby amenities of Veterans Memorial
Park and the Recreation Pavilion. The
SODQSURYLGHGIRUHVWDEOLVKLQJVLJQLFDQW
SHGHVWULDQFRQQHFWLRQVUHFRJQL]LQJ
the value of Veterans Memorial Park as
a unique amenity by strengthening its
existing northeast-southwest path.

CIVIC FACILITIES NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Among the guiding principles for the town
center design/development relative to open
space and environment included:

$Q$GYLVRU\7DVN)RUFHDSSRLQWHGE\
the City Council examined the needs
of the aging public facilities with an
architectural consultant. The Task
)RUFHUHFRPPHQGHGUHFRPPHQGHGWKH
redevelopment of the Civic Campus to
include a new community/senior center,
outdoor amphitheater, farmer’s market
VSDFHDSXEOLFSOD]D ZLWKDZDWHUIHDWXUH 
and a public green area connecting with
Veterans Memorial Park. Building a new
Recreation Pavilion was recommended to
double its current capacity and provide for
growing demands for indoor recreation
features. The development of a longrange business plan was suggested prior to
QDOL]DWLRQRIWKHIXWXUH3DYLOLRQGHVLJQ

ّ Design open spaces, walkways and

ARTS & CULTURE STRATEGIC PLAN

A VISION FOR THE MOUNTLAKE TERRACE TOWN CENTER

gathering spaces that promote community
interaction for people of all ages within the
town center
ّ Create active uses outdoors in the town
center, including a water feature

An objective for guiding the development
of the town center includes creating an
RXWGRRUSOD]DZLWKGLVWLQFWLYHIHDWXUHV
WKDWRHUJDWKHULQJSODFHVIRUSHRSOHDQG
enhance the special character of the town
FHQWHU7KHSXEOLFSOD]DZDVWDUJHWHG
for the town center district (the most
GHQVH SHGHVWULDQIULHQGO\ ZKHUHUHWDLO
FRHHVKRSVDQGUHVWDXUDQWVZHUHWKH
predominant street level uses. The central
SOD]DRUSDUNFRPSOHWHZLWKIRXQWDLQ
would provide a key public open space as
an attractive landmark for the town center.

7KH&LW\֢VUVW$UWV &XOWXUH6WUDWHJLF
Plan outlines a framework for promoting
arts and culture in Mountlake Terrace to
improve coordination and consistency
to the growth and enhancement of the
DUWVFLW\ZLGH0XOWLSOHSODQQLQJHRUWVLQ
WKHFLW\KDYHLGHQWLHGDUWV FXOWXUHDVD
community value. These related city plans
have policies in place to foster a rich arts
environment. One plan recommendation
proposes expanding the existing arts
DQGFXOWXUHSURJUDPPLQJRHUHGE\
the Recreation and Parks Department.
Another recommendation focuses on
the development of a dedicated outdoor
performance space to host plays and/
or concerts. This new space could be
incorporated into the development of the
Town Center and Civic Campus. The
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SODQLGHQWLHVWKH&LW\֢VUROHLQEXLOGLQJ
partnerships and networks within the local
arts community. The plan encourages
identifying new ways to integrate arts
and culture in to the fabric of the city.
7RHHFWLYHO\SURPRWHDUWVDQGFXOWXUH
the two major issues to consider are
coordination and programming space.

TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN
7KHDGRSWHG7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ3ODQLGHQWLHV
WKHFRPSUHKHQVLYHQHHGVIRUPRWRUL]HGDQG
QRQPRWRUL]HGFRQQHFWLRQVDFURVVWKHFLW\
The plan proposes some targeted street
connections that would increase access
to the Recreation Pavilion and parking
DUHDVIRUVSRUWVHOGVDVZHOODVGLUHFW
access to Terrace Park Elementary School.
This proposed street connection would
link pedestrians and bicyclists across the
northern tip of Terrace Creek Park. The
VLGHZDONSODQSULRULWL]HVLPSURYHPHQWVWKDW
would increase connectivity to community
facilities such as schools, parks and trails.
The bicycle and pedestrian plan includes
a future trail across Lakeview Drive that
would connect to the Interurban Trail.

PLAN CONTENTS
7KHUHPDLQGHURIWKLV5HFUHDWLRQ3DUNVDQG2SHQ6SDFH3ODQLVRUJDQL]HGDVIROORZV
ّ &KDSWHU&RPPXQLW\3UROH – provides an overview of the City of Mountlake Terrace and

"A splash pad would
be a fantastic
addition to the City's
park system! Also,
better facilities for
securing bikes at the
parks. Bike racks
should be available
at all parks to
encourage use from a
wider area of MLT."
- Online open house respondent

its demographics.
ّ Chapter 3: Community Listening – highlights the methods used to engage the Mountlake
Terrace community in the development of the Plan.
ّ &KDSWHU*RDOV 2EMHFWLYHV – provides a policy framework for the recreation and parks
system grouped by major functional or program area.
ّ &KDSWHU&ODVVLFDWLRQV ,QYHQWRU\ – describes the existing recreation and park system.
ّ Chapter 6: Recreation – describes community feedback, trends, local needs and potential
improvements for recreation services, facilities and special events.
ّ &KDSWHUV3DUNV 2SHQ6SDFH֝GHVFULEHVLQYHQWRU\DQGFODVVLFDWLRQVFRPPXQLW\
feedback, trends, local needs and potential improvements for park and open space properties.
ّ Chapters 8: Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan – highlights the site master planning process
for Veterans Memorial Park and illustrates the preferred site master plan.
ّ Chapter 9: Trails – describes community feedback, local interests and potential improvements
for the recreational trail network.
ّ &KDSWHU3URMHFWV ,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ6WUDWHJLHV – describes a range of strategies to consider
in the implementation of the Plan and details a 10-year program for addressing park and
facility enhancement or expansion projects.
ّ Appendices:3URYLGHVWHFKQLFDORUVXSSRUWLQJLQIRUPDWLRQWRWKHSODQQLQJHRUWDQGLQFOXGHV
a summary of the community survey, stakeholder notes, funding options, among others.
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2. COMMUNITY PROFILE
This wonderful community with big mountain views
is known for parks, trails, and first-class schools.

M

ountlake Terrace is a city of
approximately 21,660 residents
located in Snohomish County,
Washington, about 13 miles north of
Seattle. The city sits on a plateau with
views of the Olympic and Cascade
mountain ranges. Divided by Interstate 5,
the city is bordered by the cities of Brier
to the west, Lynnwood to the north,
Edmonds to the east and unincorporated
King County to the south. Lake Ballinger
lies in the southwest corner of the city,
providing recreational opportunities on
its over 100-acres of water and adjoining
parkland. The city features a mix of single
family neighborhoods, multi-family
complexes and a few commercial areas.

8

Mountlake Terrace is convenient to many
Seattle-area destinations, reachable by
highway and three regional transit lines. In
2024, Sound Transit plans to open a new
light rail station in the city. Once open,
the light rail line will connect city residents
to Lynnwood to the north and to the
University of Washington and downtown
Seattle to the south, as well as countless
destinations across the region.

HISTORY
The region including and surrounding
Mountlake Terrace was originally
inhabited by the Snohomish people,
who settled along the Puget Sound and
6QRKRPLVK5LYHUDQGKXQWHGVKHG
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and trapped in inland forests. The City
of Mountlake Terrace began with the
GHYHORSPHQWRIDQDRUGDEOHFRPPXQLW\
of single-family homes in the early 1950s,
intended for veterans of World War II.
Driven by a need for improved utility
services, the City of Mountlake Terrace
incorporated in 1954. The city began
expanding through annexation and
H[SHULHQFHGVLJQLFDQWJURZWKLQWKH
1960s, with the completion of Interstate
5. This period also saw the establishment
of city facilities, including the original
&LW\+DOOUHDQGSROLFHVWDWLRQVDQG
recreation spaces. In more recent decades,
the city has seen growth in multi-family
and commercial development, as well as
the relocation of the Premera/Blue Cross

headquarters to the City, which is now the
city’s largest employer.

ECONOMY
Mountlake Terrace’s economy centers on
the health care and education industry,
as well as professional services and retail
trade. Approximately seven in ten residents
over 18 are employed and the remaining
30% are out of the work force, with 2.5%
unemployed. Approximately 26% of
residents work in health care and education
DQGZRUNLQSURIHVVLRQDOVFLHQWLFRU
management industries. At approximately
$72,955, the median household income in
the City is nearly $14,000 lower than that
of surrounding Snohomish County

"MLT community should reflect the community culture as a whole, some
diversity to meet all community desires. I would really love to see language
classes offered. Chinese, Vietnamese, Spanish... whatever non-English
communities are prevalent here."
- Community survey respondent
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DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
Today, Mountlake Terrace is home to
many adults aged 25 to 44 and a growing
number of families with children, who
enjoy the recreational opportunities
provided by the city’s parks and open
spaces. While the city’s residents
predominately identify as white (67%),
14% identify as Asian and 7.5% as Black
or African American, and 11% as Hispanic
 

or Latino. More than one in four residents
(28%) speak a language other than
English at home. The city’s residents are
well educated, although they generally
have slightly lower incomes than other
county residents. The City’s population
KDVEHHQUHODWLYHO\DWLQUHFHQW\HDUVDQG
is expected to grow modestly over the
coming decades.
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After incorporation in 1954, Mountlake
7HUUDFHJUHZVWHDGLO\IRUWKHQH[WYH
years through annexation and population
growth, reaching about 9,000 residents in
1960. The completion of the Interstate 5
highway, and commercial and industrial
H[SDQVLRQLQWKHDUHDVSXUUHGVLJQLFDQW
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population growth in the 1960s, which
brought the population to 16,600 by
1970. Since then, the city’s population has
H[SDQGHGWR 2)0HVWLPDWH 
VHH)LJXUH7KHFLW\KDVJURZQE\DERXW
6.4%, or approximately 0.3% annually,
since 2000.

The Puget Sound Regional Council
projects that Mountlake Terrace will grow
to 24,474 people by 2030 and 26,171
people by 2040, which is equivalent to
about 1% annual growth.
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AGE GROUP DISTRIBUTION
According to the 2019 American
Community Survey, Mountlake Terrace’s
population has a median age of 37.3. Adults
between 25 to 44 years old make up the
city’s largest 20-year population group,
comprising 33% of the overall population
in 2019. This has important implications
for park and recreation needs.

ّ Older adults, ages 55 years plus, make

24 years, are in transition from youth

Terrace’s population. This group

program to adult programs and participate

represents users of adult and senior

in teen/young adult programs where

programs. These residents may be

available. Members of this age group

approaching retirement or already

are often seasonal employment seekers.

retired and may be spending time with

About 9% percent of Mountlake Terrace’s

grandchildren. This group also ranges

residents are teens and young adults.

from very healthy, active seniors to more
physically inactive seniors.

ّ Adults ages 25 to 34 years are users of adult
programs. About 19% of residents are
LQWKLVDJHFDWHJRU\VHH)LJXUH7KHVH
residents may be entering long-term

ّ Teens and young adults, age 15 to

up approximately 27% of Mountlake

While approximately 73% of Mountlake
Terrace’s residents are adults over 25 years
of age, 27% are youth and young adults.

The city’s median age (37.3) has remained
relatively constant over the past decade and
is on par with that of Snohomish County
(38.0) and Washington (37.7).

relationships and establishing families.
More than 30% of households in the city
are families with children.
ّ Adults between 35 and 54 years of age

ّ Youth under 5 years of age make up
6% of Mountlake Terrace’s population.
This group represents users of preschool

represent users of a wide range of adult

and tot programs and facilities, and as

programs and park facilities. Their

trails and open space users, are often in

characteristics extend from having children

strollers. These individuals are the future

using preschool and youth programs to
becoming empty nesters. This age group

participants in youth activities.
ّ Children 5 to 14 years make up

makes up 27% of Mountlake Terrace’s

current youth program participants.

population.

Approximately 12% of the city’s
population falls into this age range.
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RACE AND ETHNICITY
According to the 2019 American
Community Survey, 66.8% of the
population of Mountlake Terrace
LGHQWLHGDV:KLWH1HDUO\RI
UHVLGHQWVLGHQWLHGDV$VLDQLQFOXGLQJ
4% as Vietnamese, 3% as Chinese, 2.5%
DV)LOLSLQRDV.RUHDQ$ERXWRQH
LQWKLUWHHQUHVLGHQWVLGHQWLHGDV%ODFN
or African American (7.5%), while few
UHVLGHQWVLGHQWLHGDV1DWLYH+DZDLLDQ
RU3DFLF,VODQGHU  RU$PHULFDQ
Indian or Alaskan Native (0.5%) alone.
$SSUR[LPDWHO\RIUHVLGHQWVLGHQWLHG
DVWZRRUPRUHUDFHVDQGLGHQWLHG
as a race not listed in the American
Community Survey options. About one in
HYHU\QLQHUHVLGHQWV  LGHQWLHGDV
Hispanic or Latino of any race, with 6%
identifying as Mexican.
In 2019, nearly one in four residents
(24%) were born outside the United
States, though most of these residents have
lived in the U.S. for more than a decade.
Approximately 28% of residents speak
a language other than English at home
and 9% speak English less than very well.
Approximately one-third of residents who
speak Asian languages or Spanish at home
also speak English less than very well.
The City should consider how it could
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best provide recreational opportunities,
programs and information that are
accessible to, and meet the needs of, all
community members.

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
The 2019 American Community Survey
reported 11% (2,387 persons) of Mountlake
Terrace’s population as having a disability
that interferes with life activities. This
is lower than county and state averages
(11.8% and 12.7% respectively).
Approximately 3% of youth under 18
years of age, 10% of adults 18 to 64, and
34% of residents over age 65 live with a
disability, signaling a potential need to
design inclusive parks, recreational facilities
and programs. Planning, designing, and
operating a park system that facilitates
participation by residents of all abilities will
also help ensure compliance with Title III
of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS
In 2019, the average household in
Mountlake Terrace was 2.46 people, lower
than the state average (2.55). The average
family is larger, at 2.97 people. Of the
8,557 households in the city, 30% were
families with children under 18, and 27%
were individuals living alone.

EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION
The 2019 work force population (16
years and over) of Mountlake Terrace is
17,388 (82%). Of this population, seventy
percent is in the labor force, 2.5% is
unemployed, and 30.5% is not in the labor
force. In 2019, the City’s unemployment
rate was just 3.6%, lower than county
(4.1%) and statewide (5%) rates. However,
the COVID-19 emergency and related
business closures has caused a recession
with deep impacts to business earnings
DQGYLDELOLW\FRQVXPHUFRQGHQFHDQG
unemployment rates – in addition to
VLJQLFDQWKHDOWKDQGVRFLDOLPSDFWVWR
local residents. The near and long-term
economic impacts of this crisis have yet to
be fully determined.
In 2019, nearly 26% of Mountlake
Terrace’s employed residents worked in the
education and health care industry, whose
major employers include Premera/Blue
Cross and the Edmonds School District.
3URIHVVLRQDODQGVFLHQWLFLQGXVWULHV
retail trade, and the arts, entertainment,
recreation and hospitality sectors also
employ a large percentage of local workers
and (14%, 12%, and 10%, respectively)
DQGFRQWULEXWHVLJQLFDQWO\WRWKHORFDO
economy.
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According to the 2019 American
Community Survey, 93.7% of City
residents over the age of 25 have a high
school degree or higher, slightly higher
than the statewide average (91%). More
than one in three Mountlake Terrace
residents (36%) have a Bachelor’s degree or
higher, on par with statewide rates.

INCOME & POVERTY
A community’s level of household income
can impact the types of recreational services
SULRULWL]HGE\FRPPXQLW\PHPEHUVDVZHOO
as their willingness and ability to pay for
recreational services. In 2019, the median
household income in Mountlake Terrace
was $72,955. This income level was about
$13,700 (16%) lower than the median
income for Snohomish County households.
Higher income households have an
increased ability and willingness to pay
for recreation and leisure services and
often face fewer barriers to participation.
Approximately 36% of Mountlake Terrace
households have household incomes in
the higher income brackets ($100,000 and
greater), fewer than the county average
(51%).
Lower-income residents can face a number
of barriers to physical activity including
poor access to parks and recreational
facilities, a lack of transportation options,
a lack of time and poor health. Lowerincome residents may also be less able
QDQFLDOO\DEOHWRDRUGUHFUHDWLRQDO
service fees or to pay for services, such as
childcare, that can make physical activity
possible. In Mountlake Terrace, 10% of
households earn less than $25,000 annually,
and 6.7% of local families live below the
poverty level ($25,750 for a family of four),
which is on par with county rates. Poverty
DHFWVRI\RXWKXQGHUDQGRI
those 65 and older.

CONSUMER SPENDING
The U.S. Department of Labor Statistics
collects data on consumer spending each
year by region and metropolitan statistical
area (MSA). Mountlake Terrace belongs
WRWKH6HDWWOH06$)RUWKH\HDU
households in the Seattle MSA spent
approximately 25% of their household
income on housing, including mortgage/
rental costs, utilities and maintenance.
Residents spent approximately 10%
of household income on each of
transportation (including vehicle
payments, gas, maintenance, and public
transportation), insurance and pensions
(including social security), and food
(roughly evenly split between food at home
and away). Households also spent income
on healthcare (4%), entertainment (4%),
apparel and services (3%) and education
(2%). On average, households spent less
than 2% of income on alcohol, tobacco and
personal care.

HEALTH STATUS
Information on the health of Mountlake
Terrace’s residents is not readily available.
However, Snohomish County residents
rank as some of the healthier residents
in Washington (7th out of 39 counties),
according to the County Health Rankings.

In Snohomish County, 86% of residents
have access to adequate physical activity
opportunities, which is equivalent to the
average for all Washington residents.
This suggests that the County has a
reasonable number of places where
residents can participate in physical
activity, including parks, trails, and public
or private community centers, gyms or
other recreational facilities. Approximately
18% of Snohomish County adults age 20
and older report getting no leisure-time
physical activity – a rate on par with the
statewide average of 17% and equivalent
to top performing counties nationwide.
Approximately 29% of Snohomish County
adults are overweight or obese, compared
to 28% of Washington adults.
According to the County Health Rankings,
Snohomish County ranks highly (7th of
39 counties) compared to all Washington
counties for health outcomes, including
length and quality of life, as well as for
health factors like health behaviors, clinical
care, social and economic factors and the
physical environment (4th of 39 counties).
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3. Community Engagement
Over 1,900 community members
participated in the park system
planning process.
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C

ommunity engagement played an
important role in establishing a clear
SODQQLQJIUDPHZRUNWKDWUHHFWV
current community priorities. Although
the planning process occurred during
the COVID-19 pandemic, numerous
HRUWVZHUHPDGHWRFRQQHFWZLWKWKH
community, seek their input and provide
information about the project. Public
outreach methods were varied and
extensive, including:

ّ Meetings with Recreation and Parks
Advisory Commission and City Council
ّ )LYHWRSLFRULHQWHGIRFXVJURXS
discussions
ّ Three community-wide surveys
ّ A teen-focused survey
ّ Online open house for general public
participation
ّ Mountlake Terrace newsletter, website
and social media with plan information
and contact opportunities
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City of Mountlake Terrace Government

SYVGIW

April£21£at£9:12£AM ·

Please provide input at our online open house for Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan and our
overall Recreation, Parks & Open Space Master Plan. We want your thoughts and ideas!
https://www.cityofmlt.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=937
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COMMUNITY SURVEY
A community-wide, mail and online
survey was conducted to assess the
recreational needs and priorities of
Mountlake Terrace residents in late 2020.
The survey was mailed to a random sample
of 2,500 households within the boundaries
of the City of Mountlake Terrace on
October 6, 2019. An online version of the
same survey was posted to the City website
a few later to allow the mail recipients to
UHFHLYHUVWQRWLFHDERXWWKHVXUYH\7KH
online survey was available in English
and Spanish. Overall, 497 responses were
completed from the random sample mail
survey (19.9% response rate), and 548
responses were captured via the online
survey (545 in English and 3 in Spanish) for
a total of 1,045 responses.

The survey measured current levels of
satisfaction and which facilities were more
used by residents. Residents were asked
about future improvements and the types
of recreational amenities they would like
to see considered for the recreation system.
Survey respondents were asked about:

COVID-SENSITIVE
ENGAGEMENT

7KH53263ODQXSGDWHXWLOL]HGDUDQJHRI
methods to engage with and listen to the
Mountlake Terrace community.

ّ Performance and quality of programs and
parks
ّ Usage of City parks and recreation
facilities
ّ Overall satisfaction with the value of
services being delivered by the City
ّ Opinions about the need for various park,
recreation and trail improvements
ّ Priorities for future park and recreation
services and facilities
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0DMRUVXUYH\QGLQJVDUHQRWHGEHORZDQGDPRUHGHWDLOHGGLVFXVVLRQRIUHVXOWVFDQEH
found in the needs assessment chapters covering recreation, parks and trails (Chapters 4 - 6).

MAJOR FINDINGS
ّ Livability: Nearly all respondents (97%) feel that public recreation and parks opportunities are
important or essential to the quality of life on Mountlake Terrace.
ّ Overall Satisfaction: A large majority (92%) of respondents indicated that they are somewhat
WRYHU\VDWLVHGZLWKWKHYDOXHWKH\UHFHLYHIURP0RXQWODNH7HUUDFH5HFUHDWLRQ 3DUNVIRU
parks, facilities and open space.

Replace the
Recreation Pavilion

Top Priority Major
Improvement

ّ Usage: Visitation is high, with nearly half (49%) of respondents visiting at least once a week
and another 27% visiting one to three times per month.
ّ Park Amenity Priorities: Nearly all respondents (90% or more) are very or somewhat
supportive of adding walking and biking trails and picnic areas and shelters. More than three
in four are supportive of developing more opportunities for nature and wildlife viewing
(88%), all-inclusive playgrounds (85%), commuter trails (80%), and outdoor performance
spaces (78%).
ّ Programming: Respondents indicated support for improvements and upgrades to the

Acquire land for
future parks
Top Priority Park
Investment

5HFUHDWLRQ3DYLOLRQSDUWLFXODUO\WKHSRRODQGWQHVVHTXLSPHQW5HVSRQGHQWVDOVRH[SUHVVHG
DJUHDWHULQWHUHVWLQSHUIRUPLQJDUWVDQGLQDGXOWDQGVHQLRUHGXFDWLRQWQHVVDQGHQULFKPHQW
classes than in activities geared towards youth or teens.

Swimming and
water safety

The complete survey summary is provided in Appendix A.

Top Priority
Program Area

- ./ 0,12 +3

84%
77%

Visit At least once
a month
Visit At least a few
times a month
Visit At least
weekly

TEEN SURVEY
&LW\RI0RXQWODNH7HUUDFHVWDGHYHORSHG
a short, six question survey to explore the
recreational interests of local teens. The
online-only survey was promoted at Brier
Terrace Middle School and Mountlake
Terrace High School in December
2020. In all, 66 responses were collected.
Two-thirds of teen respondents (65%)
indicated an interest in a space to hang out.
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Expand Walking &
Biking trails

Top Rated
Community Need

60%
$SSUR[LPDWHO\WZRLQYHUHVSRQGHQWV
noted an interest in additional sport courts
(45%), a skateboard park (41%), sport
HOGV  DQGLPSURYHPHQWVWRWKHSRRO
(38%). Also, a majority of respondents
(61%) indicated interest in movies in the
park, and about half indicated interest in
concerts in the park. A summary of survey
QGLQJVLVSURYLGHGLQ$SSHQGL[%
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VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK MASTER
PLAN SURVEY
A new site master plan for Veterans
Memorial Park was conducted in parallel
with the RPOS Plan update, and an online
VXUYH\VSHFLFDOO\IRFXVHGRQ9HWHUDQV
Memorial Park was conducted in late
2020. The survey explored preferences and
interests in site development options for
the park, and the survey was open between
November 9th and December 9th, 2020. In
all, 249 survey responses were received, and
this feedback guided the design of three
preliminary concepts for the park.

ONLINE OPEN HOUSE
The City hosted an online open house
between April 7 and April 28, 2021 for
feedback on the RPOS Plan and a site
master plan for Veterans Memorial Park.
The purpose of the online open house was
to share information about the projects
and what was heard from the community
during previous outreach, and to gather
input.
The online open house included 19
questions that addressed ideas and priorities
for the City’s recreation programs and park
system, and design options for Veterans
Memorial Park. The online open house
was available in other languages through
the Google Translate webpage extension.
Many questions allowed respondents to
select more than one answer or write in
their response.
The City used multiple methods to
reach audiences and promote the online
open house. Yard signs were placed
throughout the Mountlake Terrace park
system and emails were sent to project
SDUWQHUVQHLJKERUKRRGRUJDQL]DWLRQVDQG
immediate project stakeholders. The online
open house was also promoted on the
project webpage, social media, and in the
City Happenings newsletter.
During the three weeks of April, 472
individuals visited the online open house.

(DFKTXHVWLRQUHFHLYHGDGLHUHQWQXPEHU
of responses:

and June 2021. Representatives from the
IROORZLQJRUJDQL]DWLRQVSDUWLFLSDWHG

ّ 148 people responded to the RPOS survey.

ّ Sport User Groups

ّ 33 people responded to the VMP survey.

ّ Veterans Memorial Park

ّ 48 people signed up to receive email

ّ 3DUN 7UDLO8VHUV*URXS

updates.

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK MASTER
PLAN DESIGN CONCEPTS SURVEY
In an attempt to solicit additional feedback
on the design concepts for Veterans
Memorial Park, an online survey was
promoted through the City’s website and
social media platforms and was built from
the same questions and graphics used in the
online open house. The survey collected
48 additional responses, which were
aggregated with those from the online
open house.
The combined responses from the online
open house and the extended survey
indicate a slightly stronger preference
toward Concept 3, which illustrated
more development over other concepts.
Respondents were also in favor of replacing
WKHH[LVWLQJJD]HERLQVWDOOLQJDUHVWURRP
and having longer trail segments for
walking.
$VXPPDU\RIQGLQJVLVLQFRUSRUDWHGLQWR
the site master plan summary report, which
is provided in Appendix E.

STAKEHOLDER FOCUS GROUP
DISCUSSIONS
COVID-sensitive, online focus group
discussions with external stakeholder were
conducted to more broadly assess local
needs and opportunities for partnership
and coordination. Stakeholders were
LGHQWLHGE\FLW\VWDEDVHGRQWKHLUSDVW
coordination their involvement or interest
in the future of recreation, park, athletic or
trail facilities. The group-based discussion
sessions were conducted via Zoom and
occurred between early November 2020

ّ Underrepresented Users Group

Summary meeting notes from each focus
group session are provided in Appendix D.

RECREATION & PARKS ADVISORY
COMMISSION MEETINGS
The Recreation and Parks Advisory
Commission provided guidance on
the planning process and feedback on
3ODQFRPSRQHQWVGXULQJYHUHJXODUO\
VFKHGXOHGSXEOLFVHVVLRQV7KHUVWVHVVLRQ
occurred on September 9th immediately
after the planning project was initiated.
The Commission discussed the update
and provided their perspectives on a
YLVLRQIRUWKHV\VWHPVSHFLFFKDOOHQJHV
opportunities and ideas about recreation
programs and parks. A second session
ZDVKHOGRQ)HEUXDU\WKWRUHYLHZ
preliminary concept layouts for Veterans
Memorial Park. Subsequent sessions in
May, July and September were used to
review public feedback and solicit direction
from the Commission on priorities and
recommendations for the new RPOS Plan.

OTHER OUTREACH
In addition to the direct outreach
opportunities described above, the
Mountlake Terrace community was
informed about the planning process
through a variety of media platforms. The
following methods were used to share
information about the project and provide
RSSRUWXQLWLHVWRSDUWLFLSDWHDQGRHUWKHLU
comments:
ّ Project webpage – Mountlake Terrace
maintained a project webpage for the
RPOS Plan update and the Veterans
Memorial Park site master plan project,
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which provided information about

ّ 'LUHFWRXWUHDFK֝&LW\VWDXWLOL]HG

each project and opportunities for the

H[LVWLQJFRQWDFWVZLWKORFDORUJDQL]DWLRQV

community to provide feedback and ideas.

interest groups and individuals to

ّ City Happenings Newsletter – The RPOS

share information about the project,

Plan and the Veterans Memorial Park

solicit community feedback and

site master plan process were highlighted

solicit participation in the focus group

in several editions of City Happenings,
including information about community
surveys and the online open house.
ّ 6RFLDOPHGLD)DFHERRN֝QXPHURXV
postings were used to promote the plan

discussions.
ّ Email blasts – A variety of user and
VWDNHKROGHUGDWDEDVHVZHUHXWLOL]HGWR
share news and updates about the planning
process and opportunities for participation.

and solicit community feedback for the
community surveys.

4 56 +





CityHappenings
Mountlake Terrace

OCTOBER 2020

Input Desired for Recreation & Parks Master Plan
Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan Process to Begin
What’s your vision for the future of our Recreation and Parks system?
We would like your input!
Over the course of the next year, the City of Mountlake Terrace will
be updating its Recreation, Parks & Open Space (RPOS) Master Plan
to guide the development and acquisition of new recreation facilities,
parks and open spaces, as well as the renovation of existing facilities
over the next twenty years.
It’s important that the plan reflects the needs and desires of our
vibrant community for fun, healthy, exciting, and diverse activities in
our award-winning Recreation and Parks system. How do you envision
the future of our Recreation and Parks system? Share your thoughts
through our Community Survey in October and November, and learn
more by visiting our website: www.cityofmlt.com/RPOS.

%   #7+ 

Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan
The city is preparing a site master plan for Veterans Memorial Park
to guide the future of the park and enhance this treasured site as a
linkage between the future light rail station (adjacent to I-5 at 236th
Street SW) and the Civic Campus (corner of 232nd Street SW and
58th Avenue W).
Veterans Memorial Park features an extensive trail system, old-growth
natural areas, and playground equipment. What types of amenities,

8 9
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7    

cityofmlt.com

features, and enhancements do you want to see at this park? Visit the
project webpage to learn more, and watch for opportunities for online
engagement at www.cityofmlt.com/vetspark.
For more information, contact Recreation and Parks Director Jeff
Betz at jbetz@mltwa.gov or (425) 640-3101.

7
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4. Goals & Policies
Clear goals and actionable objectives help frame the future
direction for the Recreation & Parks Department.
The goals and objectives described in this
FKDSWHUGHQHWKHUHFUHDWLRQDQGSDUN
services that Mountlake Terrace aims to
provide. These goals and objectives were
derived from input received throughout
WKHSODQQLQJSURFHVVIURPFLW\VWD
the Recreation and Parks Advisory
Commission and community members.

GOALS & OBJECTIVES
The Growth Management Act (GMA)
adopted by the Washington State
Legislature in 1990 provided a foundation
for land use planning in selected cities and
counties throughout the state, including
Snohomish County and the City of
Mountlake Terrace. The GMA’s purpose is
WRKHOSFRPPXQLWLHVGHDOHௗFLHQWO\ZLWK
the challenges of growth to ensure their
long-term sustainability and high quality of
OLIH,WLGHQWLHVSODQQLQJJRDOVWRJXLGH
the development of comprehensive plans
DQGGHYHORSPHQWUHJXODWLRQV FRGLHGLQ
Chapter 36.70A of the Revised Code of
:DVKLQJWRQ )RXURIWKHVHJRDOVGLUHFWO\
DHFWWKHGHYHORSPHQWDQGLPSOHPHQWDWLRQ
of this plan.
ّ “Encourage the retention of open
space and development of recreational
RSSRUWXQLWLHVFRQVHUYHVKDQGZLOGOLIH
habitat, increase access to natural resource
lands and water, and develop parks.” RCW
36.70A.020(9)
ّ “Protect the environment and enhance the
state’s high quality of life, including air

ّ “Carry-out the goals of the Shoreline

leaders in protecting our open space,

Management Act with regards to

connecting children to nature and

shorelines and critical areas.” RCW

providing education and programs that

36.70A.020(14)

engage communities in conservation.
ّ Health and Wellness – Park and recreation

)XUWKHUPRUHWKH0RXQWODNH7HUUDFH
Comprehensive Plan, the previous park
system plan and county-wide planning
policies provide a framework for this RPOS
Plan.

departments lead the nation in improving
WKHRYHUDOOKHDOWKDQGZHOOQHVVRIFLWL]HQV
DQGJKWLQJREHVLW\)URPWQHVV
programs, to well-maintained, accessible,
walking paths and trails, to nutrition
programs for underserved youth and

A goal is a general statement describing an
outcome the City wishes to provide. Goals
typically do not change over time unless
community values shift. Objectives are
PRUHVSHFLFPHDVXUDEOHVWDWHPHQWVWKDW
describe a means to achieving the stated
goals. Objectives may change over time.
5HFRPPHQGDWLRQVDUHVSHFLFDFWLRQV
intended to implement and achieve the
goals and objectives and are contained
in needs assessment and capital planning
chapters of the Plan.

adults, our work is at the forefront of
providing solutions to these challenges.
ّ Social Equity – We believe universal
access to public parks and recreation is
fundamental to all, not just a privilege
for a few. Local park and recreation
agencies work hard to ensure all people
have access to resources and programs that
FRQQHFWFLWL]HQVDQGLQWXUQPDNHRXU
communities more livable and desirable.

Also, the Plan’s goals align with
the National Recreation and Parks
Association’s Three Pillars, which are
foundational concepts adopted by the
QDWLRQDORUJDQL]DWLRQLQ7KHVHFRUH
values (below) are crucial to improving
the quality of life for all Americans
by inspiring the protection of natural
resources, increasing opportunities for
physical activity and healthy eating, and
HPSRZHULQJFLWL]HQVWRLPSURYHWKH
livability of their communities.

and water quality, and the availability of
water.” RCW 36.70A.020(10)
ّ “Identify and encourage the preservation

ّ Conservation – Public parks are critical
to preserving our communities’ natural

of lands, sites, and structures, that have

UHVRXUFHVDQGZLOGOLIHKDELWDWVZKLFKRHU

KLVWRULFDORUDUFKDHRORJLFDOVLJQLFDQFH֦

VLJQLFDQWVRFLDODQGHFRQRPLFEHQHWV

RCW 36.70A.020(13)

Local park and recreation agencies are
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT & PLANNING
Goal 1: Encourage and support public involvement in recreation and park issues.
OBJECTIVE
1.1

Involve residents and stakeholders in park and recreation facility planning, design and recreation program development to solicit community
input, facilitate project understanding and build public support.

 (QFRXUDJHSURPRWHDQGFRRUGLQDWHYROXQWHHUSDUNHQKDQFHPHQWSURMHFWVIURPDYDULHW\RILQGLYLGXDOVVHUYLFHFOXEVORFDOQRQSURWVIDLWK
RUJDQL]DWLRQVDQGEXVLQHVVHV


&RQWLQXHWRVXSSRUWDQGSURPRWHWKH5HFUHDWLRQ 3DUNV$GYLVRU\&RPPLVVLRQDVWKHIRUXPIRUSXEOLFGLVFXVVLRQRIUHFUHDWLRQDQGSDUNV
issues.



&RQGXFWSHULRGLFMRLQWVHVVLRQVEHWZHHQWKH5HFUHDWLRQ 3DUNV$GYLVRU\&RPPLVVLRQDQGRWKHUVWDQGLQJ&LW\ERDUGVVXFKDVWKH3ODQQLQJ
Commission, and with the City Council to improve coordination and discuss policy matters of mutual interest pertaining to recreational
resources, opportunities and funding.

 &RQWLQXHWRXWLOL]HWKHFLW\ZHEVLWHQHZVUHOHDVHV&LW\+DSSHQLQJV&5$=(5HFUHDWLRQ*XLGHVRFLDOPHGLDDQGWKHXVHRIWHFKQRORJ\WR
enhance communication within the community.
1.6

Prepare, publish and promote a park and trail facilities map for online and print distribution to highlight existing and proposed sites and
routes and promote local recreation opportunities.



8SGDWHWKHFRPSUHKHQVLYH5HFUHDWLRQ3DUNV 2SHQ6SDFH3ODQSHULRGLFDOO\WRHQVXUHIDFLOLWLHVDQGVHUYLFHVPHHWFXUUHQWDQGIXWXUHQHHGV
and to retain eligibility for state and federal grant programs.

1.8

Survey, review and publish local park and recreation preferences, needs and usage periodically to stay current with community attitudes and
interests.
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3HULRGLFDOO\XSGDWHWKHFDSLWDOIDFLOLWLHVSODQDQGGHYHORSSULRULWL]DWLRQFULWHULDWRDGGUHVVIDFLOLW\LPSURYHPHQWQHHGV
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DIVERSITY, EQUITY, INCLUSION & ACCESS
Goal 2: Decrease barriers and increase opportunities for participation of underrepresented communities and diverse populations to reflect the demographics of
Mountlake Terrace.
OBJECTIVE


'HVLJQDQGPDLQWDLQSDUNVDQGIDFLOLWLHVWRRHUXQLYHUVDODFFHVVLELOLW\IRUUHVLGHQWVRIDOOSK\VLFDOFDSDELOLWLHVVNLOOOHYHOVDQGDJHDV
appropriate, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards for Accessible Design.

2.2

Explore and pursue opportunities for alternative outreach and education to diverse groups, such as group walks and day hikes with minority
communities, promotional materials through schools and faith groups, and youth mentorship or ambassador programs.



&RRUGLQDWHZLWKWKH'LYHUVLW\(TXLW\ ,QFOXVLRQ&RPPLVVLRQWRH[DPLQHDFFHVVLELOLW\EDUULHUV VRFLRHFRQRPLFODQJXDJHSK\VLFDO
geographic, transportation) to programs, parks and trails and develop internal Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) policies and a priority
matrix to allocate resources to address known gaps over time.

2.4

Strive to provide a distributed network of parks, such that all city residents live within one-half mile of a developed neighborhood or
community park.



3URYLGH'(,WUDLQLQJRSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUVWD
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RECREATION PROGRAMS & FACILITIES
Goal 3: Provide fun and diverse recreational opportunities that support the health,
wellness, lifelong play, active lifestyles and engagement of all community members.
OBJECTIVE


(QKDQFHWKHGLYHUVLW\RISURJUDPVRHUHGIRFXVLQJRQSURJUDPVWKDWDUHLQKLJKGHPDQGRUVHUYHDUDQJHRIXVHUV

3.2

Monitor local and regional recreation trends to ensure community needs and interests are addressed by available programming.

3.3

Continue to provide and expand opportunities for seniors to engage in social, recreational, educational, nutritional, and health programs
designed to encourage independence, in partnership with community agencies.



3URYLGHDQGPDLQWDLQIDFLOLWLHVDVZHOODVUHFUHDWLRQSURJUDPVLQDFRVWHHFWLYHPDQQHUDQGXWLOL]HWHFKQRORJ\WRPHDVXUHDFWXDOFRVWV



6WXG\WKHSRVVLELOLW\RIUHSODFLQJWKH5HFUHDWLRQ3DYLOLRQDORQJZLWKWKHQDQFLQJDQGIXQGLQJUHTXLUHPHQWVIRUFDSLWDODQGRSHUDWLRQV

3.6

Maintain and enhance program scholarships and other mechanisms to support recreation access for low-income residents.

3.7

Periodically review and update the fee policy for programs, indoor facility uses and rental rates that supports the operational requirements and
cost-recovery goals.



&RQWLQXHWRIRVWHUDQGH[SDQGSDUWQHUVKLSVZLWKWKH(GPRQGV6FKRRO'LVWULFWSULYDWHQRQSURWDJHQFLHVSULYDWHUHFUHDWLRQRULHQWHGFOXEV
and local businesses to provide recreation services.



&RQWLQXHWRLPSOHPHQWWKH$UWV &XOWXUH6WUDWHJLF3ODQDQGEXLOGSDUWQHUVKLSVZLWKLQWKHORFDODUWVFRPPXQLW\

 0DLQWDLQVWDGHYHORSPHQWDQGFHUWLFDWLRQV HJ&35)LUVW$LGOLIHJXDUGFHUWLFDWLRQSOD\JURXQGVDIHW\$TXDWLF)DFLOLW\2SHUDWRUHWF 
to retain high safety standards in facilities and on play equipment.
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PARKS & NATURAL AREAS
Goal 4: Acquire, develop and manage the City’s park sites and facilities to ensure
the safety and enjoyment of users, maximize recreational experience and minimize
maintenance and operational costs.
OBJECTIVE


3URDFWLYHO\VHHNSDUNODQGLGHQWLHGZLWKLQWKLV3ODQWRVHFXUHVXLWDEOHORFDWLRQVIRUQHZSDUNVWRVHUYHH[LVWLQJDQGIXWXUHUHVLGHQWV



3ULRULWL]HSDUNGHYHORSPHQWLQDUHDVZKHUHVHUYLFHJDSVH[LVW ZKHUHKRXVHKROGVDUHPRUHWKDQPLOHIURPDGHYHORSHGSDUN 

 3ULRULWL]HHQKDQFHPHQWRIH[LVWLQJSDUNVLWHVLQDUHDVRIWKH&LW\IDFLQJSRSXODWLRQJURZWKDQGUHVLGHQWLDODQGFRPPHUFLDOGHYHORSPHQW


&RQVLGHUORFDOQHHGVUHFUHDWLRQDOWUHQGVDQGDYDLODELOLW\RIVLPLODUIDFLOLWLHVZLWKLQWKH&LW\DQGUHJLRQZKHQSODQQLQJIRUVSHFLDOL]HG
recreational facilities.

 &RQWLQXHWRHQJDJHFRRUGLQDWHDQGSDUWQHUZLWKXVHUJURXSVRIVSHFLDOL]HGIDFLOLWLHVVXFKDVVSRUWHOGVROHDVKDUHDVGLVFJROIFRXUVH
skatepark, BMX/pump track, etc.
4.6

Support the implementation of the Town Center Plan through active use spaces, including a water feature.

4.7

Implement the Ballinger Park Master Plan.

4.8

Provide environmental educational opportunities in natural areas with interpretive signage, nature trails and related experiences.

4.9

Actively work to improve the condition of City-owned natural areas through invasive species removal; planting of native species; restoration
of urban forests, creeks, wetlands and other habitat; and improvement of hydrological conditions.

4.10 Incorporate sustainable development and low impact design practices into the design, planning and rehabilitation of new and existing
facilities.
 8WLOL]HDVDSSURSULDWHQDWLYHYHJHWDWLRQIRUODQGVFDSLQJLQSDUNVWRPLQLPL]HPDLQWHQDQFHUHTXLUHPHQWVDQGFRQWUROLQYDVLYHYHJHWDWLRQ
through removal and other environmentally responsible means.
 &RQVLGHUWKHSUHSDUDWLRQRIDQ8UEDQ)RUHVWU\0DQDJHPHQW3ODQWRDUWLFXODWHDORQJWHUPVWUDWHJ\IRUWUHHSURWHFWLRQXUEDQIRUHVWU\
management and public education and outreach.
4.13 Create tree planting plans or a tree canopy replacement plan for City parks and natural areas.
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TRAILS & CONNECTIONS
Goal 5: Promote active lifestyles by providing more trail connections and coordinating with other jurisdictions and providers to create a seamless system.
OBJECTIVE
5.1

Coordinate with neighboring jurisdictions and Snohomish County to provide coordinated trail alignments that provide continuous walking
and biking access between parks, across the City of Mountlake Terrace and other key destinations.

5.2

Implement the Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan to improve usage of the park, enhance the perceived sense of safety and improve the
connection between the Town Center and the Transit Center.

5.3

Support the implementation of the Transportation System Plan for pedestrian and bicycle connections and improvements that safely link
parks to other city destinations.

 3ULRULWL]HSURMHFWLPSOHPHQWDWLRQWROHYHUDJHWKHKLJKHVWYDOXHGEHQHWV ֥PRVWEDQJIRUWKHEXFN֦ VXFKDVVKRUWJDSVEHWZHHQH[LVWLQJEXLOW
trails, to create longer more usable connections.
 ([SDQGWKHV\VWHPRIRVWUHHWUHFUHDWLRQDOWUDLOVE\XWLOL]LQJSDUNVRSHQVSDFHVXWLOLW\FRUULGRUVDQGVHQVLWLYHDUHDVDVDSSURSULDWH
5.6

Integrate the siting of proposed trail segments into the development review process; require development projects along designated trail
routes to be designed to incorporate trail segments as part of the project.

5.7

Design and construct new trails with consideration of and attention to user’s safety and a priority to accommodate multiple trail uses, when
appropriate.

 3URYLGHWUDLOKHDGDFFRPPRGDWLRQVDVDSSURSULDWHWRLQFOXGHSDUNLQJZD\QGLQJVLJQDJHEHQFKHVUHVWURRPVDQGRWKHUDPHQLWLHV
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ADMINISTRATION & MANAGEMENT
Goal 6: Provide a recreation and parks system that is efficient to maintain and
operate, provides a high level of user comfort, safety, and aesthetic quality, and protects capital investments.
OBJECTIVE


3URYLGHVXௗFLHQWQDQFLDODQGVWDUHVRXUFHVWRPDLQWDLQWKHRYHUDOOUHFUHDWLRQDQGSDUNVV\VWHPWRKLJKVWDQGDUGV

6.2

Maintain all parks and facilities in a manner that keeps them in safe and attractive condition; repair or remove damaged components
LPPHGLDWHO\XSRQLGHQWLFDWLRQ7UDFNDQGPRQLWRUFRVWVRIPDLQWDLQLQJFLW\RZQHGIDFLOLWLHVE\WKHLUIXQFWLRQLQFOXGLQJSDUNVWUDLOVDQG
natural areas.

6.3


Continue to schedule necessary resources to maintain existing city building facilities in a safe, clean, inviting and usable condition.
&RQWLQXHWRXVHSDUWWLPHVHDVRQDODQGFRQWUDFWHPSOR\HHVIRUVHOHFWIXQFWLRQVWRPHHWSHDNGHPDQGVDQGUHVSRQGWRVSHFLDOL]HGRUXUJHQW
needs.

6.5

Continue to provide maintenance services at all city buildings including services in relation to the lease or contract at the Sno-Isle Mountlake
7HUUDFH/LEUDU\6QRKRPLVK&RXQW\0LFNH\&RUVR&RPPXQLW\&OXEKRXVHDQG)LUH6WDWLRQ

6.6

Pursue alternative funding options and dedicated revenues for the acquisition and development of parks and facilities, such as private
GRQDWLRQVSRQVRUVKLSVSDUWQHUVKLSVVWDWHDQGIHGHUDOJUDQWVRXUFHVDORQJZLWKSDUWQHUVKLSVZLWKVHUYLFHRUJDQL]DWLRQVYROXQWHHUJURXSV
businesses and other public agencies.

 3HULRGLFDOO\UHYLHZDQGXSGDWHWKH3DUN,PSDFW)HHUDWHVDQGPHWKRGRORJ\DQGXWLOL]HLPSDFWIHHVWRDFFRPPRGDWHJURZWKWKURXJKWKH
expansion of the recreation system.


3URPRWHSURIHVVLRQDOGHYHORSPHQWRSSRUWXQLWLHVWKDWVWUHQJWKHQWKHFRUHVNLOOVDQGHQJHQGHUJUHDWHUFRPPLWPHQWIURPVWD&RPPLVVLRQ
PHPEHUVDQGNH\YROXQWHHUVWRLQFOXGHWUDLQLQJVPDWHULDOVDQGRUDௗOLDWLRQZLWKWKH1DWLRQDO5HFUHDWLRQ 3DUN$VVRFLDWLRQ
153$ :DVKLQJWRQ5HFUHDWLRQ 3DUN$VVRFLDWLRQ :53$ $VVRFLDWLRQRI$TXDWLF3URIHVVLRQDOV $$23 $PHULFDQ5HG&URVV $5& DQG
Washington Cities Insurance Authority (WCIA).

6.9

Periodically evaluate user satisfaction and statistical use of parks, facilities and programs, including trail counts.
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&NCUUKæECVKQPU ,PXGPVQT[
Parks and open space are the foundation of the outdoor recreation system for Mountlake Terrace. City
parks and facilities provide residents with a variety of active and passive recreational amenities.

M

ountlake Terrace’s Recreation and
Parks Department provides more
than 190 acres of park land, including
opportunities for both active and passive
recreation. The City’s recreation system
consists of diverse amenities that include
SOD\JURXQGVVSRUWHOGVWHQQLVFRXUWV
GLVFJROIDERDWODXQFKVKLQJDQGEHDFK
access and miles of soft-surfaced and paved
trails for walking, biking and hiking. In
addition, the Edmonds School District and
private entities provide other recreation
opportunities and greenspace with at least
some access for the public.
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PARKLAND CLASSIFICATIONS
3DUNODQGLVFODVVLHGWRDVVLVWLQSODQQLQJ
for the community’s recreational needs.
The Mountlake Terrace park system is
composed of a hierarchy of various park
W\SHVHDFKRHULQJUHFUHDWLRQDQGRU
natural area opportunities. Separately,
each park type may serve only one
function, but collectively the system will
serve the full range of community needs.
Classifying parkland by function allows
the City to evaluate its needs and to plan
IRUDQHௗFLHQWFRVWHHFWLYHDQGXVDEOH
SDUNV\VWHPWKDWPLQLPL]HVFRQLFWV
between park users and adjacent uses. The
FODVVLFDWLRQFKDUDFWHULVWLFVDUHPHDQWDV
general guidelines addressing the intended

VL]HDQGXVHRIHDFKSDUNW\SH7KH
IROORZLQJVHYHQSDUNODQGFODVVLFDWLRQV
DUHLQHHFWLQ0RXQWODNH7HUUDFHDQGDUH
GHQHGDVIROORZV
ّ Regional parks
ّ Community parks
ّ Neighborhood parks
ّ Pocket parks
ّ Natural areas/greenways
ّ Linear parks
ّ Special use areas
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REGIONAL PARKS

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

NATURAL AREAS/GREENWAYS

Regional parks are intended to serve
residents and visitors. Regional parks have
mix of recreational amenities for both
active sports and passive play. These parks
provide parking, restrooms, picnicking
facilities, large open lawn areas for informal
gathering and outdoor play activities.
Special features such as community
gardens, trail networks, natural areas,
public art and waterfront can be located
on regional parks. They are much larger in
VL]HWKDQPRVWFRPPXQLW\SDUNVW\SLFDOO\
greater than 30 acres, and draw park users
from a larger geographic area. Ballinger
Park is the only regional park in Mountlake
7HUUDFHDQGWKLVUHJLRQDOSDUNRHUV
myriad outdoor recreational opportunities
and connects to a regional Interurban Trail.

Neighborhood parks are the backbone of
the local, walk-to, outdoor play areas for
limited active and passive recreation for
surrounding neighborhoods. Generally,
these parks serve neighborhoods in close
proximity and within pedestrian or bicycle
DFFHVVDQGDUHJHQHUDOO\WRDFUHVLQVL]H
depending on a variety of factors including
neighborhood need, physical location and
opportunity. Neighborhood parks are
intended to serve residential areas within
FORVHSUR[LPLW\ JHQHUDOO\XSWRPLOH
walking or biking distance) of the park
and should be geographically distributed
throughout the community. Developed
neighborhood parks typically include
amenities such as paved pathways, picnic
tables, benches, play equipment, a multiXVHRSHQHOGIRULQIRUPDOSOD\VSRUW
courts or multi-purpose paved areas and
landscaping.

Natural areas and greenways are
permanent, undeveloped greenspaces,
which are managed primarily for their
natural resource value and secondarily
for recreational use. Natural areas and
greenways may include wetlands, wildlife
habitats, steep hillsides or stream corridors.
Natural areas and greenways may preserve
or protect environmentally sensitive areas
and can provide opportunities for naturebased recreation, such as trail use, bird
watching and environmental education.
7KHVL]HDQGVKDSHRIQDWXUDODUHDVYDU\
depending on the resource it protects,
whereas greenways tend to follow a linear
form and link multiple open space parcels.

COMMUNITY PARKS
Community parks are larger parks,
typically between 5 and 20 acres, that
provide a wide variety of recreation
opportunities that appeal to the entire
community. Typically, these sites are
designed for active recreation, supported
E\IDFLOLWLHVVXFKDVVSRUWHOGVRXWGRRU
courts, skate parks and recreation centers.
Community parks can accommodate large
QXPEHUVRISHRSOHDQGRHUDZLGHUYDULHW\
of facilities than neighborhood parks, such
as disc golf, volleyball, tennis courts, dog
parks and group picnic areas. These parks
PD\DOVRLQFOXGHVLJQLFDQWQDWXUDODUHDV
DQGWUDLOV)RUWKLVUHDVRQFRPPXQLW\SDUNV
UHTXLUHPRUHVXSSRUWIDFLOLWLHVVXFKDVR
street parking and restrooms. Community
parks can also serve as local neighborhood
parks for their immediate areas, and they
may be connected to schools or other
community facilities.

POCKET PARKS
Pocket parks are small parks, less than one
acre and are often designed as play lots
to serve nearby young children and their
parents. Pocket parks are the smallest park
FODVVLFDWLRQDQGDUHXVHGWRDGGUHVVOLPLWHG
or isolated recreational needs. These
parks serve a limited radius (generally
up to ¼-mile) from the site and provide
passive and play-oriented recreational
opportunities. Amenities are usually limited
to small playground facilities, small open
grass areas, and minimal site furnishings
such as picnic tables or benches. Passive
uses may include picnic areas and sitting
areas. Parking typically is not provided at
pocket parks.

LINEAR PARKS
Linear parks include natural or built
corridors, generally providing trail-related
recreation and to link together features in a
city. Linear parks may include abandoned
railroad lines and active transportation or
utility rights-of-way. Linear parks vary
in widths and acreage, and these narrow
corridors typically support facilities such as
trails, viewing areas and trailheads.

SPECIAL USE AREAS
Special use areas include single-purpose
recreational areas or stand-alone sites
GHVLJQHGWRVXSSRUWDVSHFLFVSHFLDOL]HG
use. Special facilities include community
recreation centers, swimming pools, sport
FRPSOH[HVXUEDQSOD]DVDQGRUKLVWRULF
areas. Since special use areas vary widely
LQIXQFWLRQWKHUHDUHQRPLQLPXPVL]HV
but special use areas must be large enough
to accommodate the intended use. Support
facilities such as parking and restrooms are
often included.
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RECREATION FACILITIES
RECREATION PAVILION
The Recreation Pavilion is a multi-purpose
facility with an indoor 25-yard swimming
SRROWKDWKDVDOHLVXUHSRROZLWK]HURGHSWK
HQWU\VSUD\WR\VOD]\ULYHUZLWKFXUUHQW
teach pool area with a submerged bench,
deep area, easy access with a wheelchair
ramp, a therapy pool with a dedicated
OLIWGU\VDXQDWQHVVURRPUDFTXHWEDOO
courts, dance studios, preschool room,
and interchangeable multi-purpose rooms
for programs or rentals, and an indoor
playground. The lobby features vending
machines, a barista stand and a retail area to
purchase swim wear.

MOUNTLAKE TERRACE COMMUNITY SENIOR CENTER
The Mountlake Terrace Community
Senior Center seeks to improve the
quality of life for aging adults in our
community by providing an enlivened,
friendly environment promoting health
and wellness. Established in 1997 as the
Mountlake Terrace Senior Group, the
RUJDQL]DWLRQDJUHHGWRDSDUWQHUVKLS
with the City of Mountlake Terrace and
relocated to the 7,000 square foot Mickey
Corso Clubhouse in Ballinger Park. The
City owns the building, and room rentals
are operated by the Senior Group.

PROGRAM COORDINATION
The Cities of Mountlake Terrace and
Edmonds print a joint recreation program
guide (The CRAZE) that highlights
UHFUHDWLRQSURJUDPVRHUHGLQERWK
communities and the recreation facilities
that are available nearby. These nearby
facilities provide opportunities for aquatics,
DWKOHWLFVWQHVVJ\PQDVWLFVVSRUWVJHQHUDO
recreation, facility rentals and special
events.
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PRIVATE HOA PARKS
Private homeowner associations (HOAs)
parks contribute to the City’s total park
acreage, providing small-scale recreation
opportunities for certain subdivisions.
Private HOA parks provide another four
small parks across the city, totaling 6 acres.
Although these private parks may not
open to the general public, they are still
considered an element of the overall park
system, since they provide recreational
amenities.

NEARBY MUNICIPAL PARK SYSTEMS
The City of Edmonds has more than
450 acres of parkland, over two miles of
VDOWZDWHUVKRUHOLQH7KHFLW\RHUVVRPH
unique facilities, such as Sierra Park with
nature pathways with braille signs and the
underwater dive park at Brackett’s Landing
in downtown.
The City of Lynnwood has over 350 acres
of park land, 100 acres of open space, an
18-hole public golf course, 14 miles of
trails, a recreation center, senior center,
Heritage Park and two athletic complexes.
/\QQZRRG VSDUNVRHUDZLGHUDQJHRI
active and passive recreation opportunities,
including innovative playgrounds, spray
pools, a skate park, hiking trails, forests,
streams, wetlands and wildlife habitat.
The City of Brier has approximately 70
acres of parkland at nine sites, including
Brier Patch Park adjacent to the Mountlake
Terrace city limits.
West of Mountlake Terrace, Snohomish
County owns and manages Esperance
Park, located within a small unincorporated
area within the city limits of Edmonds.
Esperance Park is a 9.6-acre county park
ZLWKDWKOHWLFHOGVDFFHVVLEOHZDONLQJ
SDWKVROHDVKGRJDUHDSOD\JURXQGVSRUW
court and community garden.
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BALLINGER PARK
54.9 acres

AMENITIES
ّ %DOOHOGVRFFHUHOG

ّ Parking

ّ BBQ grills

ّ Paved paths

ّ Benches

ّ Picnic tables

ّ Bike rack

ّ Playgrounds

ّ Boat ramp

ّ Restrooms

ّ Drinking fountain

ّ Senior Center

ّ )LVKLQJGRFN

ّ Shade trees

ّ Interpretive sign

ّ Storage shed

ّ Kiosk

ّ Swings

ّ Lake

ّ Tennis court

ّ Natural areas

ّ Trash receptacles

ّ Open lawn

ّ Vegetable planters at Senior Center

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ A master plan for the park has been completed to address design opportunities. Improvements
should ensure that ADA guidelines are followed to provide universal access for proposed
improvements. Current ADA parking provision is missing elements of designated travel aisles
and required signage.
ّ Additional/new park furnishings (benches, picnic tables, etc.) should be compliant with ADA
guidelines and at least 50% of provided site furnishings should have universal access.
ّ 1HZERDWGRFNDQGVKLQJSLHUEHLQJGHVLJQHGZLWKIXOO$'$FRPSOLDQFH8QLYHUVDOO\
accessible playground being installed.
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DOG PARK AT RECREATION PAVILION
0.66 acres (included with Recreation Pavilion acreage)

AMENITIES
ّ Benches
ّ Dog park sign
ّ )HQFHGDUHDZLWKWZR  GRXEOHJDWHG
entries
ّ Message board
ّ Natural area with tree canopy
ّ Trash dumpster
ّ Water with drinking bowls

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ *DWHGHQWULHVDUHQRW$'$FRPSOLDQWDQGSURYLGHDWLJKWWIRURZQHUVZLWKODUJHUGRJV
Consider improving at least one entry to provide for easier access and reduced barriers for
disabled or limited mobility dog owners.
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EVERGREEN PLAYFIELD COMPLEX
13.9 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Benches
ّ Bike racks
ّ Concession building
ّ 2ௗFHUHVWURRPEXLOGLQJ
ّ Parking lots with lighting
ّ Paved pathways
ّ Picnic tables
ّ Playground with lighting
ّ 6RFFHUHOGZLWKOLJKWLQJ
ّ 6RIWEDOOHOGZLWKOLJKWLQJ
ّ Tennis courts with lighting
ّ Trash receptacles

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ 7KHSDUNIDFLOLW\VKRXOGKDYHDPDVWHUSODQWRJXLGHDQGSULRULWL]HQHHGHGXSJUDGHVDQG
LPSURYHPHQWV6SHFLFLPSURYHPHQWVKDYHEHHQLGHQWLHGDQGDUHEHLQJSXUVXHGWRDGGUHVV
LPPHGLDWHQHHGVVRFFHUHOGFRQYHUVLRQWRDOOZHDWKHUWXUIVXUIDFLQJDQGUHSODFHPHQWVRI
RௗFHUHVWURRPEXLOGLQJDQGFRQFHVVLRQEXLOGLQJ
ّ 3DUNLGHQWLFDWLRQVLJQVFRXOGEHDGGHGDWVLGHHQWULHV
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FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL PARK
0.9 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Benches
ّ Bike rack
ّ )LUHJKWHU0RQXPHQW
ّ Little free library
ّ Parking
ّ Paved paths
ّ Picnic tables
ّ Playgrounds (2)

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Connect public concrete sidewalk to park path pavement along 228th.
ّ Room for more play features in rear playground.
ّ Move bike rack to edge of parking area (or place new rack closer to parking area).
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FOREST CREST PLAYFIELD
4.6 acres

AMENITIES
ّ %DOOHOGV
ّ Benches
ّ Bike rack
ّ Bleachers
ّ Parking lot with lighting
ّ Picnic tables
ّ Playground
ّ Trash receptacles

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Add ADA compliant accessibility to major park amenities.
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GATEWAY PLAZA

HANDRAIL

0.055 acres

WALL
SIGN

STONE SLAB
STACK

AMENITIES
ّ ,QIRUPDOSOD]D
ّ Water feature

RAMP

ACE
S
EVERGREEN
GARDEN

BENCH

ّ Benches
ّ Gardens
ّ Entry sign

DWARF CONIFER
GARDEN

WATER
FEATURE

9 TWIG
(CONCRETE)
BENCHES

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES

STONE SLABS
STAGE

ّ None noted.

COMMUNITY
TREE
VERGREEN
GARDEN

BENCH

ENTRY

GATEWAY BLVD
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INTERURBAN TRAIL
15.7 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Paved Trail

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ )ROORZLQJWKHIRUPHUWUROOH\OLQHIURP6HDWWOHWR(YHUHWWWKH,QWHUXUEDQ7UDLOLVSDYHGDQG
travels through Mountlake Terrace, generally following Hall Creek. The City is responsible
for maintaining the asphalt pavement and 12.5 feet on either side of the centerline (25' total).
7KH&LW\PRZVVLJQLFDQWO\PRUHWKDWWKHLQWHUORFDODJUHHPHQWGLFWDWHVWRKHOSPDLQWDLQWKH
Trail’s aesthetic appearance and deter transient camping.
ّ :LWKQXPHURXVURDGFURVVLQJVDV\VWHPRIZD\QGLQJZRXOGJUHDWO\LPSURYH7UDLOXVHUV֢
navigation and walking and biking experiences.
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JACK LONG PARK
3.3 acres

AMENITIES
ّ BBQ grill
ّ Benches
ّ Bike rack
ّ Climbing rock play area
ّ Horseshoe pit
ّ Little free library
ّ Park sign
ّ Paved trail loop
ّ Picnic tables
ّ Stairs (side park entry)

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Park is adjacent to water storage tank where there is an opportunity to create a large mural
that complements the park setting.
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JERRY SMITH TOWN CENTER PLAZA
0.32 acres

AMENITIES
ّ 7HUUDFHGVHDWLQJ VHDWZDOOV
ّ Stage
ّ )OH[LEOHSOD]DVSDFH
ّ Water feature
ّ Public art
ّ )ODJSROH
ّ Entry sign

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ None noted.
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MATT HIRVELA / BICENTENNIAL PARK
4.7 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Benches

ّ Paved loop path

ّ Bike rack

ّ Picnic shelter

ّ )ODJSROH

ّ Picnic tables

ّ Little free library

ّ Playgrounds

ّ Open grass

ّ Shade trees

ّ Parking (2 – handicapped spots)

ّ Swings

ّ Parking (on-street)

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Park has room for more recreational amenities. New Playground scheduled for Summer 2022
(funded).
ّ Add BBQ grills.
ّ Upgrade play equipment and expand swing set to accommodate four (4) seats. (currently
underway)
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MONTESA OPEN SPACE
1.1 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Gravel and natural pathways
ّ Wetlands
ّ Split rail fence
ّ Signs

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Interpretive signage could add some value to visitor experience.
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OPEN SPACE (CEDAR WAY & 244TH)
1.2 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Natural wetlands area
ّ “Welcome to Mountlake Terrace” sign
ّ Public sidewalk

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Story-telling interpretive signage along public sidewalk on Cedar Way.

OPEN SPACE (212TH & 61ST PL)
0.9 acres

AMENITIES
ّ None

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ None noted.
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RECREATION PAVILION
9.24 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Basketball courts
ّ Disk golf (part of Terrace Creek Park)
ّ Dog park
ّ Little free library
ّ Natural area
ّ Parking
ّ Picnic tables (within Recreation Pavilion fencing)
ّ Playground (within Recreation Pavilion fencing)
ّ Recreation Pavilion building
ّ Shade trees
ّ 6RFFHUEDOOHOGZLWKOLJKWLQJ

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Outside of the fenced area of the Recreation Pavilion, there are no amenities for groups or
individuals to gather or enjoy picnicking or outdoor celebrations. Consider locating a picnic
shelter that complements the existing park amenities and provides for all-weather relaxing,
sitting, picnicking, and gathering.
ّ No signage or (obvious) pathways connect the Recreation Pavilion to the Terrace Creek
7UDLOV\VWHP&RQVLGHUDZD\QGLQJV\VWHPWKDWHQKDQFHVWKHH[LVWLQJSDUNIDFLOLW\E\EHWWHU
connecting it to the Terrace Creek Natural Area and Trail.
ّ The facility is no longer able to adequately support present let alone future indoor recreation
program needs and expectations. The Pavilion either needs to undergo a full renovation/
expansion or be totally replaced.
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TERRACE CREEK NATURAL AREA
44.7 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Trail system aligned with Terrace Creek
that extends from Terrace Creek Park to
221st.
ّ Natural area
ّ Terrace Creek

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ :D\QGLQJVLJQDJHV\VWHPVKRXOGEHGHVLJQHGDQGDGGHGWRWUDLOWRLPSURYHXVHUVH[SHULHQFH
DQGKHOSQHZWUDLOXVHUVWRQDYLJDWHWKHWUDLODQGQGWKHFRQQHFWLRQVWKDWKHOSWKHPHQMR\LW
ّ Add signage at ends of streets (like 228th) where side trails connect to the Terrace Creek Trail.
ّ &RQVLGHUVRPHHQYLURQPHQW RUVWRU\WHOOLQJLQWHUSUHWLYHVLJQDJHDORQJWKH7UDLO
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TERRACE CREEK OVERLOOK OPEN SPACE
2.0 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Lyon Creek natural area
ّ User-added trampoline
ّ User-added bench
ّ Pathway around natural area
ّ Split rail fence

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Potential for some environmental story-telling interpretive signage.
ّ Section of park just above creek area (where trampoline and bench are currently located) could
have room for small neighborhood park amenities that could provide more publicly-accessible
and safe recreation.

45

TERRACE CREEK PARK
8.7 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Access to Terrace Creek Trail

ّ Picnic shelter

ّ BBQ grills

ّ Picnic tables

ّ Benches

ّ Playground

ّ Disc golf course

ّ Portable toilet with enclosure

ّ Park sign

ّ 6RFFHUHOG

ّ Parking

ّ Swings

ّ 3DYHGSDWKV ORRS

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Playground structure is missing a play element. Consider replacing missing pieces or how to
add some other play element in the vacant space.
ّ Consider installing permanent restroom.
ّ 'LVFJROIFRXUVHFRXOGEHQHWIURPEHWWHUVLJQDJHV\VWHPDQGVRPH֥FDXWLRQ֦ZDUQLQJVIRU
park and trail users.
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TERRACE RIDGE NATURAL AREA
1.3 acres

AMENITIES
ّ None noted

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Area beneath overhead utility lines can be used to create a trail that can connect neighbors to
the Terrace Ridge Park and beyond.
ّ )RUPDOL]HDWUDLODOLJQPHQWDQGDGGVLJQDJHWRKHOSXVHUVFRQQHFWWRQHDUE\IDFLOLWLHVDQG
neighborhoods.
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TERRACE RIDGE PARK
6.1 acres

AMENITIES
ّ BBQ grill

ّ Picnic tables

ّ Benches

ّ Playground

ّ Bike rack

ّ Swings

ّ Open grass

ّ Trash receptacle

ّ Park sign

ّ Trees

ّ Parking area (5 spaces)

ّ Volleyball court (sand)

ّ Paved paths

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ Park could provide a more formal connection (i.e., paved trail) for access to the Terrace Ridge
1DWXUDO$UHD$IRUPDOL]HGSDWKZD\FRXOGEHWWHUFRQQHFWQHDUE\UHVLGHQFHVDQGSURYLGHPRUH
opportunities to walk and bike.
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VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK & NATURAL AREA
8.3 acres

AMENITIES
ّ Playground

ّ Picnic shelter

ّ Swings

ّ Veterans Memorial

ّ Climbing net

ّ Picnic tables

ّ Open grass

ّ Drinking fountain

ّ Natural area

ّ Natural surfaced trails

ّ 3DYHGSDWKV ORRS

ّ )RUHVWHGDUHD

ّ Benches

ّ Stream corridor

DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES
ّ A master plan is being initiated for this park site. ADA improvements will be a required part of
that design process and will improve current non-ADA compliant park elements.
ّ Re-connecting the Park through the natural area to the Transit Center should be a strong
consideration for this master plan to enhance walkability in the neighborhood.
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6. Recreation
The recreation facilities and services available within Mountlake
Terrace are a major community asset and support the physical,
mental and social health of community members.

T

KH&LW\FXUUHQWO\RHUVRUSURPRWHV
SURJUDPPLQJLQFOXGLQJWQHVVVSRUWV
education and general interest classes,
aquatics, day camps and special events to
UHHFWWKHZLGHUDQJLQJGLYHUVLW\RIWKH
Mountlake Terrace community.

ّ A number of programs and services
are provided by other community
RUJDQL]DWLRQVWKDWXWLOL]H'HSDUWPHQW
facilities.
ّ The Department has a relatively strong
number of performance measures and
good record keeping regarding recreation

The City of Mountlake Terrace provides
several major community facilities,
including the Recreation Pavilion,
6HQLRU&HQWHUDQGGHYHORSHGVSRUWHOGV
all of which are heavily used. Recent
conversations with community members
suggest a strong interest in replacing and
expanding the Recreation Pavilion.
The City of Mountlake Terrace’s
Recreation and Parks Department has an
H[WHQVLYHRHULQJRIUHFUHDWLRQSURJUDPV
DQGVHUYLFHVIRULWVFLWL]HQV
ّ The Department has a long history of

programs.

RECREATION MACROTRENDS
A variety of resources have been assembled
DQGVXPPDUL]HGWRRHUDFRPSUHKHQVLYH
overview of current trends, market
demands and agency comparisons in the
provision of recreation programs and
facilities. The following national and
state data highlights some of the current
trends in recreation and may frame future
considerations in Mountlake Terrace's
recreation programs. Additional trend data
are provided in Appendix H.

providing a broad range of recreation
programs and services to its residents.
ّ The Department focuses much of its
SURJUDPPLQJHRUWVRQ\RXWKZKLOH
RHULQJVRPHOHYHORISURJUDPPLQJIRUDOO
age groups.
ّ Most of the programming is currently

ّ Nationwide, eighty-two percent of U.S.
adults believe that parks and recreation are
essential. (1)
ّ Seventy-seven percent of survey
respondents indicate that having a highquality park, playground, public open

SURYLGHGE\SDUWWLPHVWDZLWKRQO\D

space or recreation center nearby is an

small number of programs being provided

important factor in deciding where they

by contract providers. However, the

want to live. (1)

'HSDUWPHQWGRHVKDYHDVLJQLFDQW
number of program partners.
ّ The majority of indoor recreation

ّ Nearly all (93%) park and recreation
agencies provide recreation programs and
VHUYLFHV7KHWRSYHPRVWFRPPRQO\

programs and services are delivered out of

RHUHGSURJUDPVLQFOXGHKROLGD\RURWKHU

the Recreation Pavilion.

special events (65%), educational programs

ّ Programs and services are generally the
PRUHWUDGLWLRQDOUHFUHDWLRQRHULQJV

 JURXSH[HUFLVH  WQHVV
programs (58%), and day or summer
camps (57%). (2)
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ّ Just over half of Americans ages 6 and
older participated in outdoor recreation
at least once in 2019, the highest
SDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWHLQYH\HDUV+RZHYHU
the number of outings per participant
declined – continuing a decade-long
trend – resulting in fewer total recreational
outings. (4)

Respondents to the community survey
expressed a greater need for adult programs
and activities than those geared towards
youth or teens. In particular, respondents
had a higher interest in seeing more
swimming and water safety programs,
DGXOWWQHVVDQGZHOOQHVVDGXOWHQULFKPHQW
classes, and performing arts.

ّ Youth aged 6 to 17 were active outside
far less in 2019 than in previous years –

 & <2 .. .;    .  2

the average number of outings per child

WĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐĂƌƚƐ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇƚŚĞĂƚĞƌŽƌĐŽŶĐĞƌƚƐ

dropped 15% between 2012 and 2019. (4)
ّ Nearly all park and recreation providers in
the U.S. experienced declined in revenue
in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
As early as May 2020, most providers had

ϯϲ͘ϲй

ŽĂƚŝŶŐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐƐĂŝůŝŶŐ͕ŬĂǇĂŬŝŶŐ͕ƉĂĚĚůĞďŽĂƌĚŝŶŐŽƌƌŽǁŝŶŐ

Ϯϰ͘ϯй

KƵƚĚŽŽƌĐůĂƐƐĞƐĂŶĚĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐĨŝƐŚŝŶŐ͕ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂůŽƌ
ŽƌŝĞŶƚĞĞƌŝŶŐ

Ϯϯ͘ϳй

ϭϴ͘ϴй

ϯϵ͘ϳй

ϭϮ͘ϲй

ϱϴ͘ϱй

ϭϲ͘ϵй

ϱϱ͘ϯй

ĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶĂůĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ͕ŶĂƚƵƌĂůŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͕ƐĂĨĞƚǇŽƌŚĞĂůƚŚ

ϭϴ͘ϳй

ϮϮ͘ϰй

ϱϯ͘ϰй

ƌŽƉͲŝŶĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ;ŐǇŵŶĂƐŝƵŵ͕ŐĂŵĞƌŽŽŵ͕ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌƐ͕ĞƚĐ͘Ϳ

ϭϲ͘ϱй

Ϯϰ͘ϳй

ϱϭ͘Ϯй

to close facilities temporarily in accordance
with health and safety directives. Nearly

ĚƵůƚƐƉŽƌƚƐůĞĂŐƵĞƐ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐƐŽĐĐĞƌŽƌƐŽĨƚďĂůů

ϭϯ͘ϭй

ϭϲ͘ϴй

ϲϯ͘Ϭй

KDOIKDGDOVRIXUORXJKHGRUODLGRVWD

WƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĨŽƌĂĚƵůƚƐϱϱĂŶĚŽǀĞƌ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐĚƌŽƉͲŝŶĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕ƚƌŝƉƐŽƌ
ŚĞĂůƚŚ

ϭϮ͘ϳй

ϭϲ͘Ϯй

ϲϲ͘ϭй

ĚƵůƚĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐĂƌƚƐ͕ĐƌĂĨƚƐŽƌŵƵƐŝĐ

ϭϭ͘ϴй

ĚƵůƚĨŝƚŶĞƐƐŽƌǁĞůůŶĞƐƐĐůĂƐƐĞƐ;ĂĞƌŽďŝĐƐ͕ǇŽŐĂ͕ĞƚĐ͘Ϳ

ϭϭ͘ϳй

due to the funding and facility impacts of
the pandemic. (3)
Sources:

dĞĞŶĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐĚƌŽƉͲŝŶĨĂĐŝůŝƚŝĞƐ͕ƚƌŝƉƐŽƌĐĂŵƉƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƐĐŚŽŽů
ďƌĞĂŬƐ

(1) American Engagement with Parks Survey

zŽƵƚŚĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐĨŝƚŶĞƐƐ͕ŵƵƐŝĐ͕ĂƌƚƐŽƌĐƌĂĨƚƐ
WƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĨŽƌǇŽƵƚŚ͕ƚĞĞŶƐ͕ĂŶĚǇŽƵŶŐĂĚƵůƚƐǁŝƚŚƐƉĞĐŝĂůŶĞĞĚƐ

(4) 2020 Outdoor Participation Report

ϴ͘ϭй

ϲ͘ϰй
ϯ͘ϵй

Ϭй

LOCAL PERSPECTIVES

ϰϯ͘ϲй
ϳϯ͘ϳй

ϭϵ͘Ϯй

ϲϱ͘Ϯй

ϴ͘Ϭй ϭϯ͘ϯй

zŽƵƚŚƐƉŽƌƚƐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĂŶĚĐĂŵƉƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƐĐŚŽŽůďƌĞĂŬƐ

As a part of the overall recreation
programming recommendations, a number
of public input mechanisms (including
surveys, focus groups and an on-line open
KRXVH ZHUHXWLOL]HGWRJDLQLQSXWIURPWKH
community regarding parks and recreation
QHHGV.H\SXEOLFLQSXWQGLQJVUHJDUGLQJ
recreation programs included the following
priorities:

ϯϬ͘ϴй

^ǁŝŵŵŝŶŐΘǁĂƚĞƌƐĂĨĞƚǇ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐĐůĂƐƐĞƐŽƌĨŽƌĨŝƚŶĞƐƐ ϳ͘Ϯй

ŚŝůĚƌĞŶΖƐĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐĞĚĂĨƚĞƌͲƐĐŚŽŽůƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐŽƌ
ƐƵŵŵĞƌĚĂǇĐĂŵƉƐ

ϰϵ͘ϵй

ϭϬ͘ϳй ϭϭ͘ϲй

(2) 2020 NRPA Agency Performance Review
(3) 2020 State of the Industry Report

Ϯϳ͘ϳй

EŽƚƚůůDĞƚ

ϳϱ͘ϭй

ϯϯ͘ϱй

ϯϱ͘ϰй

ϭϳ͘ϱй

ϲϲ͘ϲй

ϭϴ͘ϲй
ϮϬй

ϲϰ͘ϳй
ϰϬй

^ŽŵĞǁŚĂƚDĞƚ

ϲϬй

ϴϬй

sĞƌǇtĞůůDĞƚ

ϭϬϬй

Eͬ

Respondents to the online open house
LGHQWLHGVZLPPLQJDQGZDWHUVDIHW\DV
WKHLUWRSSULRULWLHVIROORZHGE\DGXOWWQHVV
or wellness classes, and outdoor classes
and education. Educational classes and
SHUIRUPLQJDUWVZHUHSULRULWL]HGORZHVWE\
respondents.


;    .;.  +1 9 

ّ Performing Arts
ّ Aquatics
ّ Outdoor Education
ّ Education Classes/Programs
ّ )LWQHVV:HOOQHVV
ّ Drop-in Activities
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PROGRAM ASSESSMENT
PROGRAMMING CLASSIFICATIONS:
The categories below represent the major areas of focus for current Mountlake Terrace
recreation programs and services by categories commonly found in parks and recreation
DJHQFLHVQDWLRQDOO\3URJUDPOLVWVDUHEDVHGRQDUHYLHZRISURJUDPRHULQJVIRU
that were provided by the Department.


56  +. 

ƌĞĂ
^ƉŽƌƚƐ

&ŝƚŶĞƐƐ

ƵůƚƵƌĂůƌƚƐ

&ŽĐƵƐ

^ƉŽƌƚƐĂŵƉƐ͕^ŽĐĐĞƌ͕dĞŶŶŝƐdĞĂŵ͕dĞŶŶŝƐ>ĞƐƐŽŶƐ͕^ŬǇŚĂǁŬƐ^ƉŽƌƚƐĂŵƉƐ

ĚƵůƚ^ƉŽƌƚƐ

dĞŶŶŝƐ>ĞƐƐŽŶƐ͕^ŽĨƚďĂůů͕ĂƐŬĞƚďĂůů͕sŽůůĞǇďĂůů͕ZĂĐƋƵĞƚďĂůůdŽƵƌŶĂŵĞŶƚƐ

zŽƵƚŚ

&ŝƚŶĞƐƐůĂƐƐĞƐ

ĚƵůƚ

&ŝƚŶĞƐƐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕zŽŐĂ͕dĂŝŚŝ͕WĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝǌĞĚdƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ

zŽƵƚŚ

ĂŶĐĞĐĂĚĞŵǇ͕ĂŶĐĞůĂƐƐĞƐ͕ĂŶĐĞĂŵƉƐ͕ĂŶĐĞtŽƌŬƐŚŽƉƐ͕ZŽĐŬ^ƚĂƌƐ͕
KŝůWĂŝŶƚŝŶŐtŽƌŬƐŚŽƉƐ
ĂŶĐĞůĂƐƐĞƐ

ĚƵůƚ
ƋƵĂƚŝĐƐ

zŽƵƚŚ
ĚƵůƚ

^ǁŝŵ>ĞƐƐŽŶƐ͕DĂƌůŝŶƐ^ƵŵŵĞƌ^ǁŝŵdĞĂŵ͕:ƌ͘>ŝĨĞŐƵĂƌĚdƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͕ĚĂƉƚŝǀĞ
^ǁŝŵ>ĞƐƐŽŶƐ
^ǁŝŵ>ĞƐƐŽŶƐ͕tĂƚĞƌ&ŝƚŶĞƐƐ͕>ŝĨĞŐƵĂƌĚdƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ

zŽƵƚŚ

<ŝĚƐ<ƌĞǁĞĨŽƌĞΘĨƚĞƌ^ĐŚŽŽů͕<ŝŶĚĞƌŐĂƌƚĞŶZĞĂĚŝŶĞƐƐ͕WƌĞƐĐŚŽŽů͕^ƵŵŵĞƌ
ĂŵƉƐ͕^ĐŚŽŽůƌĞĂŬĂŵƉƐ͕EŽŶͲ^ĐŚŽŽůĂǇƐ͕
WZͬͬ&ŝƌƐƚŝĚ

ĚƵůƚ

WZͬͬ&ŝƌƐƚŝĚ

zŽƵƚŚ

Eͬ

ĚƵůƚ

ŽŐdƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ

zŽƵƚŚ
ĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ

^ƉĞĐŝĂůƚǇͬ'ĞŶĞƌĂů/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ

WƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ

zŽƵƚŚ^ƉŽƌƚƐ

^ƉĞĐŝĂůEĞĞĚƐ

ĚĂƉƚŝǀĞ^ǁŝŵ>ĞƐƐŽŶƐ

^ƉĞĐŝĂůǀĞŶƚƐ

ƌƚƐŽĨƚŚĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞ͕^ŽƵƚŚŽƵŶƚǇtĂůŬƐ͕EĂƚŝŽŶĂůEŝŐŚƚKƵƚ͕ƉƌŝůWŽŽůƐĂǇ͕
dƌĞĞ>ŝŐŚƚŝŶŐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ͕ĂƌƚŚĂǇŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇůĞĂŶͲhƉ͕EĂƚŝŽŶĂůĂǇŽĨ
^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕/ŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞĂǇĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶ͕dŽƵƌĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞ͕ŐŐ,ƵŶƚ͕ŽŶĐĞƌƚƐ
ŝŶƚŚĞWĂƌŬ͕tŝŶƚĞƌ'ĂůĂ͕ĂŶĐĞZĞĐŝƚĂůƐ

KƵƚĚŽŽƌZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ

zŽƵƚŚ

&ůǇdǇŝŶŐůĂƐƐ͘

ĚƵůƚ

&ůǇdǇŝŶŐůĂƐƐ͘

^ĞŶŝŽƌƐ

^ŝůǀĞƌ^ŶĞĂŬĞƌƐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕ƌŽƉͲŝŶsŽůůĞǇďĂůů͕tĂƚĞƌĂŶĚ>ĂŶĚ&ŝƚŶĞƐƐůĂƐƐĞƐ

dĞĞŶƐ

^ǁŝŵ>ĞƐƐŽŶƐ͕ĂŶĐĞ͕&ŝƚŶĞƐƐ͕>ŝĨĞŐƵĂƌĚdƌĂŝŶŝŶŐŽƵƌƐĞƐ

^ĞůĨͲŝƌĞĐƚĞĚ

^ŽĐŝĂů^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ

zŽƵƚŚ

KƉĞŶ^ǁŝŵ͕>ĂƉ^ǁŝŵ͕/ŶĚŽŽƌWůĂǇŐƌŽƵŶĚ͕ZĂĐƋƵĞƚďĂůů

ĚƵůƚ

KƉĞŶ'Ǉŵ͕KƉĞŶ^ǁŝŵ͕>ĂƉ^ǁŝŵ͕&ĂĐŝůŝƚǇZĞŶƚĂůƐ͕ZĂĐƋƵĞƚďĂůů͕ĂƌĚŝŽ
ƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ
<ŝĚƐ<ƌĞǁ;ĂǇĐĂƌĞͿ͕WĂƌĞŶƚƐEŝŐŚƚKƵƚ

3URJUDP$UHD*HQHUDO'HࢽQLWLRQV QDWLRQDOEDVLV 
ّ Sports – Team and individual sports including camps, clinics, and tournaments. Also includes adventure/non-traditional sports.
ّ )LWQHVV֝*URXSWQHVVFODVVHVSHUVRQDOWUDLQLQJHGXFDWLRQDQGQXWULWLRQ
ّ Cultural Arts – Performing arts classes, visual arts classes, music/video production and arts events.
ّ Aquatics – Learn to swim classes, aqua exercise classes, competitive swimming/diving, SCUBA, and other programs (synchro, water polo, etc.).

53

ّ Youth – Before and after school programs, summer/school break camps, and preschool.
ّ (GXFDWLRQ֝/DQJXDJHSURJUDPVWXWRULQJVFLHQFH 67(0 FODVVHVFRPSXWHUDQGQDQFLDOSODQQLQJ$OVRLQFOXGHGLV&35$(')LUVW$LG
ّ Specialty/General Interest – Personal development classes and dog training classes.
ّ Special Needs – Programs for the physically and mentally impaired. Also, inclusion programs.
ّ Special Events – City wide special events that are conducted throughout the year.
ّ Outdoor Recreation – Environmental education, hiking, camping, kayaking, and other activities.
ّ Seniors – Programs and services that are dedicated to serving the needs of seniors. This can include all of the activity areas noted above plus social
service functions.
ّ Teens - Programs and services that are focused on serving the needs of teens. This can include all of the activity areas noted above (except seniors).
ّ Self-Directed – This includes the opportunities for individuals to recreate on their own. This can include activities such as open gym, use of
ZHLJKWFDUGLRVSDFHDQGODSUHFUHDWLRQDOVZLPPLQJ$OWKRXJKQRWDQRUJDQL]HGSURJUDPWLPHDQGVSDFHPXVWEHDOORFDWHGIRUWKLVSXUSRVH
ّ Social Services – This can include nutrition and feeding programs, job training, life skills training, childcare, and other activities such as health
screenings.

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE BY AGE GROUPS
Below is listed the basic program categories
WKDWDUHDYDLODEOHIRUGLHUHQWDJHJURXSV
 (   .  +") 

WƌŽŐƌĂŵĂƚĞŐŽƌǇ
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ƵůƚƵƌĂůƌƚƐ
ƋƵĂƚŝĐƐ
ĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ

KƵƚĚŽŽƌZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ
^ĞůĨͲŝƌĞĐƚĞĚ
^ŽĐŝĂů^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ



z
z

Most of the program categories that the Department provides programming in serves
most major age groups. Education, Special Needs, Specialty/General Interest, and Outdoor
5HFUHDWLRQKDYHOLPLWHGRUJDQL]HGSURJUDPVLQSODFH
Additional data and analysis is provided in Appendix I.
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PROGRAM PARTNERS & OTHER PROVIDERS
,QDGGLWLRQWRWKHSURJUDPVDQGVHUYLFHVWKDWDUHRHUHGGLUHFWO\E\WKH'HSDUWPHQWWKHUHDUHDOVRDQXPEHURISURJUDPSDUWQHUVLQFOXGHWKH
IROORZLQJRUJDQL]DWLRQV
 ' ;    ,; 

WĂƌƚŶĞƌKƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶƐ
WƌĞŵĞƌĂůƵĞƌŽƐƐ
DŽƵŶƚůĂŬĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞ^ĞŶŝŽƌƐ'ƌŽƵƉ
ĚŵŽŶĚƐ^ĐŚŽŽůŝƐƚƌŝĐƚηϭϱ

ZŽůĞ
WĂƌƚŶĞƌŽŶĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞĚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƚŽƌƵŶĨŝƚͲŶĞƐƐĐůĂƐƐĞƐ
ZĞŶƚDŝĐŬĞǇŽƌƐŽŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇůƵďŚŽƵƐĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĐŝƚǇĂŶĚƚŚĞǇŽĨĨĞƌƐĞŶŝŽƌ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐƚŽƚŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘
ƵƌƌĞŶƚŝŶƚĞƌůŽĐĂůĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚĐŽǀĞƌƐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĂŶĚĨĂĐŝůŝƚǇƵƐĞŽĨĨŝĞůĚƐ͕ƉŽŽů͕
ŐǇŵ͕ĞƚĐ͘

DŽƵŶƚůĂŬĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞ>ŝďƌĂƌǇ

WƌŽǀŝĚĞƐƌĞĂĚŝŶŐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĨŽƌďŽƚŚǇŽƵƚŚĂŶĚĂĚƵůƚƐ͘

ĞĚĂƌWĂƌŬ^ĐŚŽŽů

ĚƵůƚďĂƐŬĞƚďĂůůƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐƵƚŝůŝǌĞƚŚĞŝƌŐǇŵĨŽƌůĞĂŐƵĞƐ͘

DŽƵŶƚůĂŬĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞzŽƵƚŚƚŚůĞƚŝĐƐƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶĂƐĞďĂůů

/ŶĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞĨŽƌƵƐĞŽĨ&ŽƌĞƐƚƌĞƐƚďĂƐĞďĂůůĨŝĞůĚƐ͕ƚŚĞǇŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶƚŚĞŝŶĨŝĞůĚƐ͘

dĞƌƌĂĐĞƌŝĞƌ^ŽĐĐĞƌůƵď

/ŶĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞĨŽƌƵƐĞŽĨ&ŽƌĞƐƚƌĞƐƚƐŽĐĐĞƌĨŝĞůĚƐ͕ƚŚĞǇůŝŶĞƚŚĞĨŝĞůĚƐ͘

^ƚ͘WŝƵƐyŚƵƌĐŚ

ŝƚǇƵƚŝůŝǌĞƐƚŚĞŝƌƉĂƌŬŝŶŐůŽƚĨŽƌŵĂũŽƌĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘

^ĞĂĨĂŝƌ

^ĂŶĐƚŝŽŶƐdŽƵƌĚĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞĂƐŽĨĨŝĐŝĂů^ĞĂĨĂŝƌĞǀĞŶƚ

ŚĞĞƐĞďƵƌŐĞƌĂďŝĞƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ

ZƵŶƐƚŚĞϯƌĚŽĨ:ƵůǇĞǀĞŶƚ͘

^ŬǇŚĂǁŬƐ

ZƵŶƐǇŽƵƚŚƐƉŽƌƚƐĐĂŵƉƐĂŶĚƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĂƐĂĐŽŶͲƚƌĂĐƚŽƌĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƚǇ͘

<ŝĚǌ>ŽǀĞ^ŽĐĐĞƌ

ZƵŶƐǇŽƵƚŚƐŽĐĐĞƌƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĂƐĂĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚŽƌĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƚǇ͘

DŽƵŶƚůĂŬĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞƵƐŝŶĞƐƐƐƐŽͲĐŝĂƚŝŽŶ

ƐƐŝƐƚƐǁŝƚŚĞǀĞŶƚƐƚŽƉƌŽŵŽƚĞůŽĐĂůďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐĂŶĚŬŝĚĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͘

^ŶŽŚŽŵŝƐŚŽƵŶƚǇ

,ĂƐŵĂŶǇĐƌŽƐƐͲƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŽŶŐƌŽƵƉƐĂŶĚƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐŐƌĂŶƚĨƵŶĚŝŶŐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌ
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘

ŝƚǇŽĨĚŵŽŶĚƐ

ŝƚǇƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŽŶĂũŽŝŶƚƌĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶƉƌŽŐƌĂŵďƌŽͲĐŚƵƌĞ;ƌĂǌĞͿ͘

sĞƌĚĂŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ

WƌŽǀŝĚĞƐŐƌĂŶƚĨƵŶĚŝŶŐĨŽƌƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĂŶĚĨĂĐŝůŝͲƚŝĞƐ͘

,ĂǌĞůDŝůůĞƌ&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ

WƌŽǀŝĚĞƐŐƌĂŶƚĨƵŶĚŝŶŐĨŽƌƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĂŶĚĨĂĐŝůŝͲƚŝĞƐ͘

DŽƵŶƚůĂŬĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ

WƌŽǀŝĚĞƐŐƌĂŶƚĨƵŶĚŝŶŐĂŶĚůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉĨŽƌƉƌŽͲŐƌĂŵƐĂŶĚĨĂĐŝůŝƚŝĞƐ͘

^ŶŽŚŽŵŝƐŚŽƵŶƚǇ^ƉŽƌƚƐŽŵͲŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ

ƌŽƐƐƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƐĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƚǇ͘

&ƌŝĞŶĚƐŽĨƚŚĞƌƚƐ

ƐƐŝƐƚƐǁŝƚŚƌƚƐŽĨƚŚĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞĞǀĞŶƚ͘

ǀĞƌŐƌĞĞŶ:ƵŶŝŽƌdĞŶŶŝƐ>ĞĂŐƵĞ

ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞƐƉƌŝǀĂƚĞĐůƵďƐĂŶĚƉƵďůŝĐƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƌƐĨŽƌĐƌŽƐƐĐŽƵŶƚǇƚĞŶŶŝƐůĞĂŐƵĞ
ĂŶĚƚŽƵƌŶĂŵĞŶƚ͘

7KHUHDUHVLJQLFDQWRWKHUSURYLGHUVRIDYDULHW\RIUHFUHDWLRQSURJUDPVDQGVHUYLFHV
The communities that border Mountlake Terrace all have strong parks and recreation
departments with considerable indoor and outdoor space for a wide range of recreation
programs and services. There is a full-service YMCA in the area that also has a wide range
of services available to its members and the community. Beyond these providers there is also
DORQJOLVWRISULYDWHSURYLGHUVLQFOXGLQJGDQFHVWXGLRVPDUWLDODUWVVWXGLRVWQHVVFHQWHUV
and specialty facilities such as ice rinks, tennis facilities and gymnastics studios. There
are also a number of senior living communities that provide activities for their residents
LQFOXGLQJWQHVV
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PROGRAM IMPACTS DUE TO FACILITY LIMITATIONS
The ability of Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Parks to deliver a wide range of recreation
programs and services is impacted by the facilities that are available to support these
activities. This includes the following program areas:
ّ <RXWK6SRUWV֝$OWKRXJKPRVW\RXWKWHDPVSRUWVDUHRHUHGE\RWKHURUJDQL]DWLRQVPRVW
RIWKHPDUHKLJKO\GHSHQGHQWRQ&LW\DWKOHWLFHOGVDQGVFKRROHOGVDQGJ\PVDVORFDWLRQV
IRUWKHLUSURJUDPV7KLVOLPLWVWKHVL]HRIH[LVWLQJSURJUDPVDQGPDNHVLWGLௗFXOWWRDGGQHZ
programs such as lacrosse, ultimate and other sports.
ّ $GXOW6SRUWV֝:LWKDQHPSKDVLVRQVHUYLQJWKHQHHGVRI\RXWKWHDPVSRUWVWKDWXWLOL]HDWKOHWLF
HOGVLWKDVEHHQGLௗFXOWWRJURZDGXOWWHDPVSRUWV:LWKDGGLWLRQDOVSRUWVHOGVWKHUHFRXOG
EHDQLQFUHDVHLQDGXOWVRFFHUDQGRWKHUHPHUJLQJHOGVSRUWV7KHODFNRILQGRRUJ\PVSDFH
also limits the growth of adult sports such as basketball and volleyball as well as pickleball.
ّ )LWQHVV֝7KH3DYLOLRQKDVOLPLWHGWQHVVDPHQLWLHVWRVXSSRUWDFRPSUHKHQVLYHWQHVV
program. Adding additional weight/cardio space and a group exercise studio would help,
DORQJZLWKWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIDWHDFKLQJNLWFKHQ8WLOL]LQJRXWGRRUVSDFHVIRUWQHVVFODVVHV
should also be promoted.
ّ Cultural Arts – Without a facility that supports drama and other performing arts activities it
ZLOOEHGLௗFXOWWRLQFUHDVHSURJUDPPLQJRHULQJVLQWKLVDUHD$OVRWKHYLVXDODUWVUHTXLUH
VSHFLDOL]HGSURJUDPVSDFHVXFKDVDQDUWVDQGFUDIWVURRP
ّ $TXDWLFV֝(YHQWKRXJKWKH5HFUHDWLRQ3DYLOLRQKDVDVLJQLFDQWLQGRRUSRROWKHDPRXQW
RIGHHSDQGPLGZDWHUGHSWKLVLQVXௗFLHQWWRVXSSRUWVRPHODUJHUZDWHUH[HUFLVHFODVVHVDQG
limits starts from blocks for competitive swimming. There is also an acute shortage of storage
VSDFHIRUSURJUDPHTXLSPHQW$TXDWLFVZRXOGDOVREHQHWIURPDZHWFODVVURRPIRUFHUWDLQ
programs.
ّ Outdoor Recreation – To really have a successful program in this interest area, it is important
to have a covered outdoor classroom space that provides a “home” for these types of activities
to take place.
ّ Teens – Although not essential, having dedicated teen space in a community recreation center
can be a foundation to developing a strong teen program.

GENERAL FACILITY ASSESSMENT
Based on the information noted above, the primary facility concerns are the following:
ّ Recreation Pavilion - Despite the presence of the center as the hub for most indoor recreation
services, the facility is no longer able to adequately support present let alone future indoor
recreation program needs and expectations. This facility either needs to undergo a full
renovation/expansion or be totally replaced.
ّ $WKOHWLF)LHOGV֝7KH&LW\KDVDQXPEHURIDWKOHWLFHOGVDYDLODEOHIRUWHDPVSRUWVEXWWKH
GHPDQGIRUHOGVLVJUHDWHUWKDQWKHVXSSO\7KLVLVSDUWLFXODUO\WUXHIRUVSRUWVWKDWUHTXLUH
UHFWDQJXODUHOGVDQGKDVRQO\EHHQH[DFHUEDWHGE\QHZWHDPVSRUWV
ّ Gymnasium Space – One of the greatest needs for indoor space in most communities is
for gymnasiums. Whether this is to support team sports such as basketball and volleyball or
emerging sports such as pickleball or futsal, there is a strong need for additional gyms.

"Pool is old and too
small! Not enough lap
swim time, often share
lanes with multiple
people floating. We need
a new bigger pool. Also
I am in Lake Ballinger
Park 2x every day. It is
amazing. We need more
nature parks."
- Community survey respondent

56

MOUNTLAKE TERRACE RECREATION, PARKS & OPEN SPACE PLAN | 2022

CURRENT PROGRAM ASSESSMENT
The following is an assessment of the major
program areas as outlined in the national
program categories.

ّ Aquatics – With the aquatics facility that
is part of the Recreation Pavilion, the
Department has a strong focus on aquatic
programs and activities. There will need
to be a continued emphasis on aquatic

ّ Youth Sports – Currently, the Department
provides introductory programs for a
select number of team sports, as well as

programming, especially learn to swim
classes for youth, as a primary program
area.

ّ Special Events – The Department does
conduct a number of special events on a
city-wide basis.
ّ Outdoor Recreation - There currently is
very little emphasis given to this program
area by the Department.
ّ Seniors – The Recreation and Parks
Department has a limited number of

limited programs for individual sports

ّ Youth – With the Department’s large

programs and services that are focused on

(tennis). Most sports camps and team

before and after school, preschool

seniors. Most senior programming is the

VSRUWVSURJUDPVDUHRHUHGE\6N\KDZNV

and summer camp program, youth

responsibility of the Mountlake Terrace

DQG.LG]/RYH6RFFHU+RZHYHUPRVW

programming is a primary area of

Seniors Group which operates out of the

competitive youth sports leagues and

emphasis for recreation, and it is

Mickey Corso Community Clubhouse.

programs remain the responsibility

anticipated that this will remain so well

ّ Teens – There are relatively few programs

of community-based youth sports

into the future. The ability to integrate

RHUHGLQWKLVDUHDWKDWDUHVSHFLFDOO\

RUJDQL]DWLRQVLQWKHDUHD

HGXFDWLRQVRFLDOVHUYLFHVDQGHYHQWQHVV

targeted to teens. Most all of the programs

wellness into these programs will be

are adult, or youth based that are also open

critical in the future.

for teens to participate in as well. In the

ّ Adult Sports – The Department provides
several adult sports leagues, including
softball, basketball and volleyball. In

ّ Education – Currently, the Department

future additional services and programs

addition, there are a few individual sports

does not have stand-alone education

will likely need to be targeted to this age

such as tennis and racquetball.

programming for adults or youth, but

group.

ّ )LWQHVV֝'HVSLWHWKHIDFWWKDWWKH

this is integrated into the before and after

ّ Self-Directed – Even though these types of

Department has the Recreation Pavilion

school program, preschool and Kids Krew

activities are not formal programs they do

WKHUHLVOLPLWHGWQHVVSURJUDPPLQJGXH

SURJUDPV7KHUHDUH&35$('DQGUVW

require that the Department provide the

LQSDUWWRLQDGHTXDWHWQHVVDPHQLWLHV

aid classes, however. More formal type

opportunities and time in facilities for this

and a lack of emphasis on more general

of programming in this area is often

to occur. With the Recreation Pavilion

wellness services. This area will likely need

being provided by local school districts,

and other facilities, self-directed activities

additional focus in the future.

VSHFLDOL]HGQRQSURWVOLEUDULHVRUSULYDWH

ّ Cultural Arts – The main focus of
this program area is on youth and, in

providers.
ّ Specialty/General Interest – With the

UHPDLQDVDVLJQLFDQWSURJUDPDUHD
ّ Social Services - Although there is only
one main program area, day care (Kids

particular, youth dance. There are also a

exception of dog training, there are no

Krew), that is dedicated to this category,

VLJQLFDQWQXPEHURIDGXOWGDQFHFODVVHV

other programs in this category.

some social service functions are being

but no other major cultural program

ّ Special Needs – The Department does not

RHULQJV7KHUHDUHRQO\DIHZYLVXDO

FXUUHQWO\RHURUJDQL]HGSURJUDPPLQJ

DUWSURJUDPVRHUHG7KHUHDUHYHU\

for special needs beyond adaptive swim

limited facilities to support this type of

OHVVRQV0RVWRIWKLVSURJUDPPLQJLVOOHG

programming as well.

E\RWKHURUJDQL]DWLRQVLQWKHDUHD

integrated into most youth program areas
on a regular basis.
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FUTURE RECREATION PROGRAM DIRECTIONS
Based on the analysis of existing programs, the demographic characteristics and the input
received from the public, the following are basic recommendations for future recreation
programs and services.

ESTABLISH A PROGRAMMING PHILOSOPHY
The Recreation and Parks Department should develop an overall programming philosophy
with the following objectives:
ّ Provide recreation program and service opportunities to all ages, incomes, abilities, gender,
and ethnic groups in an equitable and inclusive manner.
ّ 3URYLGHUHFUHDWLRQSURJUDPDQGVHUYLFHRSSRUWXQLWLHVLQDUHDVRILQWHUHVWWKDWDUHLGHQWLHGDVD
need in the community.
ّ Partner with other providers to bring a full spectrum of recreation programs and services to
the community.
ّ 5HFUHDWLRQSURJUDPDQGVHUYLFHRHULQJVZLOOEHGHOLYHUHGRQDFRPPXQLW\ZLGHEDVLVDQGD
neighborhood level where appropriate.
ّ 5HFUHDWLRQDQGSURJUDPVHUYLFHRHULQJVZLOOUHVSRQGWRLGHQWLHGFRPPXQLW\QHHGVLQDFRVW
HHFWLYHDQGHௗFLHQWPDQQHU
ّ 5HFUHDWLRQ3URJUDPPLQJHRUWVPXVWEHYLHZHGWKURXJKD'(,$OHQVWKDWHQVXUHVUHFUHDWLRQ
program and service access to all ages, incomes, abilities, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnic
groups in an equitable and inclusive manner.

DEVELOP A PROGRAM PLAN
Developing a program plan for the Department that includes the general direction of
UHFUHDWLRQSURJUDPPLQJIRUWKHQH[WYHSOXV\HDUVVKRXOGEHXQGHUWDNHQ7KLVZRXOG
include the following areas of programming focus:
ّ Identify priorities for increasing programming to include:
ْ Outdoor Education
ْ )LWQHVV:HOOQHVV
ْ Performing Arts
ْ Aquatics
ْ Education Classes/Programs
ْ Drop-in Activities
ّ Commit to continuing the focus on the following program areas:
ْ <RXWK3URJUDPV֝EHIRUH DIWHUVFKRROSUHVFKRROVXPPHUFDPSV
ْ Dance
ْ Kids Krew
ْ Sports – Youth and adult
ّ 3URJUDPPLQJVKRXOGLQFOXGHYLUWXDORSWLRQVLQDGGLWLRQWRWUDGLWLRQDOLQSHUVRQRHULQJV
ّ 'HWHUPLQHWKHUROHRIRWKHURUJDQL]DWLRQVDQGUHFUHDWLRQSURYLGHUVLQWKHDUHD(VWDEOLVKNH\
SDUWQHUVKLSVZLWKRWKHUSURYLGHUVWRH[SDQGSURJUDPRHULQJV
ّ Clearly identify areas of programmatic responsibility to ensure that there is not overlap in
resource allocation.
ّ 'HWHUPLQHFOHDUVWDௗQJDQGRSHUDWLRQDOEXGJHWUHTXLUHPHQWVWRVXSSRUWWKHSURJUDPSODQ
ّ Establish an implementation plan:
ْ Determine how recreation programs and services will be provided and the role of the
Department as well as other providers.
ْ Establish a method of delivery for Department based programs. Are they hourly/class paid
VWDRUFRQWUDFWVHUYLFHSURYLGHUV"
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ْ 'HWHUPLQHWKHIDFLOLW\VWDௗQJDQGEXGJHWUHTXLUHPHQWVIRUQHZSURJUDPV
ْ ,QFUHPHQWDOO\GHYHORSQHZSURJUDPVIRUWKHUVWIHZ\HDUVZLWKDOLPLWHGQXPEHURI
SURJUDPVEHLQJGLUHFWO\RHUHGE\FLW\VWD
ْ &RPPLWWRFRQWUDFWLQJIRUPDQ\RIWKHQHZSURJUDPVIRUWKHUVWFRXSOHRI\HDUVWRORZHU
WKHQDQFLDOULVN
ْ *URZSURJUDPVUVWWKDWFDQEHRHUHGLQH[LVWLQJIDFLOLWLHVRUSDUNVDQGGRQRWUHTXLUH
extensive capital investment.
ْ Enhance key performance measures to gauge program success.

PROGRAM PLAN FOCUS
The program plan for the Department includes the general direction of recreation
programming for the next 5 plus years. This should include the following areas of
programming focus for expansion:
ّ Outdoor Recreation (Outdoor Education) – There are currently very few programs that are
EHLQJRHUHGE\WKH'HSDUWPHQWLQWKLVDUHD+RZHYHUWKURXJKWKHSXEOLFLQSXWSURFHVVWKLV
ZDVLGHQWLHGDVDSULRULW\,QFUHDVLQJWKHOHYHORISURJUDPPLQJLQWKLVDUHDLQWKHFRPLQJ
years will be important. This will likely require partnering with other outdoor education
providers in the area.
ّ )LWQHVV:HOOQHVV֝7KLVDUHDZLOOQHHGVSHFLDOHPSKDVLVDQGVKRXOGLQFOXGHPRUHWKDQMXVW
WQHVVFODVVHV7KHUHZLOOQHHGWREHDVWURQJIRFXVRQZHOOQHVVDQGKHDOWK\OLYLQJDFWLYLWLHV
DQGHYHQWV,WLVUHDOL]HGWKDWZLWKRXWSK\VLFDODOWHUDWLRQVWRWKH5HFUHDWLRQ3DYLOLRQ RUD
QHZFHQWHU LWZLOOEHGLௗFXOWWRHHFWLYHO\VHUYHWKLVQHHG'HYHORSLQJSDUWQHUVKLSVZLWK
prominent healthcare providers in the market will provide important expertise and credibility
WRWKLVHRUW
ّ Cultural Arts – Currently the Department’s programming in this area is mostly dance classes.
Adding additional programming in the performing arts is being requested by the public.
7KHUHPD\DOVRQHHGWREHDQHPSKDVLVRQYLVXDODUWVDVZHOO,WZLOOEHLPSRUWDQWWRXWLOL]H
WKHQGLQJVIURPWKH$UWV &XOWXUH6WUDWHJLF3ODQDVDIRXQGDWLRQIRUGHYHORSLQJDGGLWLRQDO
programs. This should include the reliance on other cultural arts groups as contributors to
programming of this type. Without facilities that are able to support these types of programs,
LWZLOOEHGLௗFXOWWRVLJQLFDQWO\LQFUHDVHSURJUDPPLQJLQWKHDUHDRISHUIRUPLQJDUWV
ّ Aquatics – This is already an area of emphasis for the Department and needs to continue to be
so in the coming years. Programs such as Learn to swim and water exercise classes will need
continued focus and enhancement but also should include expanding to other programming.
ّ Education – Other than integrating education into before and after school programs,
SUHVFKRRODQG.LGV.UHZWKHUHKDYHQRWEHHQDQ\VSHFLFHGXFDWLRQSURJUDPVRHUHGE\WKH
Department. Determining the types of education-based programming that the community is
looking for will be required to adequately serve this need. Partnering with the school district
RURWKHUHGXFDWLRQRUJDQL]DWLRQVZLOOEHHVVHQWLDOWRSURYLGHWKHH[SHUWLVHWKDWLVQHHGHGIRU
this type of program.
ّ Self-Directed (Drop-in Activities) – Another priority for the community was the availability
of parks and recreation amenities for drop-in activities. Continuing to allocate time at the
Recreation Pavilion and other facilities for this purpose will be essential. This includes the use
of facilities for community rentals.
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Program areas for continued emphasis should include:
ّ Youth Sports – The Department currently provides a number of sports programs and most
of these are introductory team sports for youth with some individual sports programs and
FDPSV,WLVH[SHFWHGWKDWWKH'HSDUWPHQWZLOOFRQWLQXHWRRHUWKHVHSURJUDPVDQGPD\
DGGHPHUJLQJVSRUWVRUQRQWUDGLWLRQDORHULQJV0RVWFRPSHWLWLYH\RXWKWHDPVSRUWVZLOO
FRQWLQXHWREHRHUHGE\FRPPXQLW\EDVHG\RXWKVSRUWVRUJDQL]DWLRQV,IWKH&LW\LVJRLQJWR
VLJQLFDQWO\LQFUHDVHLWVFRPPLWPHQWWR\RXWKVSRUWVWKHUHZLOOQHHGWREHDGGLWLRQDODWKOHWLF
HOGVDQGJ\PQDVLXPV
ّ Adult Sports – While the Department has a small base of adult team and individual sports
currently, it is not expected that there will be much growth in this area unless there is an
LQFUHDVHLQDWKOHWLFHOGVDQGJ\PQDVLXPVDQGDVWURQJHUFRPPLWPHQWWRDGXOWVSRUWV
ّ Youth Programming - It is expected that youth programming will continue to be the
FRUQHUVWRQHRIRHULQJVE\WKH'HSDUWPHQWLQWKHIXWXUH8SGDWLQJWKHVHSURJUDPVWRPHHW
WRGD\֢V\RXWKQHHGVDQGEURDGHQLQJWKHIRFXVWRLQFOXGHHGXFDWLRQVRFLDOVHUYLFHVDQGWQHVV
wellness will be important.
ّ Social Services – The primary program in this area will continue to be Kids Krew, but it is not
DQWLFLSDWHGWKDWWKHUHZLOOEHRWKHUDUHDVRIVLJQLFDQWJURZWKLQWKHIXWXUH

Other programming areas, such as the following, could be considered, but they should be a
lesser emphasis:
ّ *HQHUDO,QWHUHVW֝7KLVSURJUDPFDWHJRU\LQFOXGHVSURJUDPPLQJWKDWGRHVQRWWLQWRWKH
other categories. It is not anticipated that this will be an area of program growth in the future
for the Department.
ّ 6SHFLDO1HHGV֝7KLVLVQRWDVLJQLFDQWSURJUDPDUHDIRUWKH'HSDUWPHQWFXUUHQWO\EXWWKHUH
is certainly a need to have these types of services available for this segment of the community.
It is anticipated that the vast majority of programming will be provided by other agencies that
VSHFLDOL]HLQWKHVHVHUYLFHVEXWWKLVZLOOQHHGWREHFRRUGLQDWHGE\WKH'HSDUWPHQW
ّ 6SHFLDO(YHQWV֝&XUUHQWO\WKH'HSDUWPHQWRHUVDIHZVSHFLDOHYHQWVEXWWKLVZDVQRW
LGHQWLHGDVDKLJKSULRULW\IRUIXWXUHSURJUDPPLQJQHHGV7KHSULPDU\UHVSRQVLELOLW\IRU
providing additional special events (especially on a city-wide basis) should reside with other
RUJDQL]DWLRQVDQGHQWLWLHVLQWKHIXWXUHEXWWKH'HSDUWPHQWZLOOQHHGWRDVVLVWZLWKWKH
LGHQWLFDWLRQRIWKHW\SHVRIHYHQWVWKDWZRXOGPHHWFRPPXQLW\QHHGV

7KHQHHGIRUGHPRJUDSKLFVSHFLFSURJUDPPLQJVKRXOGLQFOXGH
ّ Youth – The majority of current programming focuses on youth services, and this is primarily
through the preschool, after school and summer camp programs. This will need to continue
but there needs to be broader range of services to other age groups in the future.
ّ Teens – This age category has not received the same level of programming focus as younger
youth age groups and as a result will need to see an increase in the type and number of
SURJUDPVWKDWDUHRHUHG+RZHYHUWKH'HSDUWPHQWGRHVQRWQHFHVVDULO\KDYHWREHWKHOHDG
agency on the actual provision of services.
ّ Seniors – The Department currently has a limited number of senior services and programs.
Yet, with the presence of the Mountlake Terrace Seniors Group, it is not anticipated that the
'HSDUWPHQWZLOOKDYHDVLJQLFDQWUROHLQSURYLGLQJVHQLRUVVHUYLFHV6WLOOLQWKHIXWXUHWKHUH
needs to be a greater focus on the more active, younger senior (the Baby Boomers). This is a
VLJQLFDQWPDUNHWVHJPHQWWKDWLVQRWEHLQJDGHTXDWHO\VHUYHGDWWKLVWLPHE\RWKHUSURYLGHUV
ّ ,QWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO0XOWLJHQHUDWLRQDO֝2HULQJSURJUDPVDQGVHUYLFHVWKDWKDYHDQDSSHDOWR
multiple generations or across generations should become an area of focus with the number of
households with children in the community.
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ّ Ethnic Based – With the ethnic makeup of Mountlake Terrace, there needs to
EHDQHRUWWRRHUSURJUDPVDQGVHUYLFHVWKDWDUHDSSURSULDWHIRUWKHFXOWXUDO
orientation of the area.

PROGRAM CLASSIFICATIONS
%DVHGRQWKH3URJUDP3ODQ)RFXVWKHIROORZLQJLVWKHSURMHFWHGSURJUDPPLQJ
FODVVLFDWLRQVIRU0RXQWODNH7HUUDFH5HFUHDWLRQDQG3DUNV,WLVLPSRUWDQWWR
UHDOL]HWKDWZKLOHFHUWDLQSURJUDPDUHDVPD\EHDIRFXVIRUJURZWKLQSURJUDPV
and services, the Recreation and Parks Department’s role in providing the actual
VHUYLFHPD\EHGLHUHQWDVLQGLFDWHGEHORZ

CLASSIFICATION DEFINITIONS
ّ Core Programs – are those programs that are a primary responsibility of the
Recreation and Parks Department to provide as city-based activities.
ّ Secondary Programs – are those programs that are a lower priority to be provided
GLUHFWO\E\WKH5HFUHDWLRQDQG3DUNV'HSDUWPHQWEXWPD\EHRHUHGE\RWKHU
RUJDQL]DWLRQVWKURXJKFRQWUDFWZLWKWKHFLW\
ّ Support Programs – are programs that are not a priority for the Recreation and
Parks Department to be providing directly to the community but where the city
may provide support through facilities, program coordination, and promotion of
DFWLYLWLHVIRURWKHURUJDQL]DWLRQV

7KHIROORZLQJFKDUWLGHQWLHVDQGVXPPDUL]HVUHFRPPHQGHGIXWXUHFRUH
programs, secondary programs and support program areas for the Recreation and
Parks Department
 = ;    + "

ŽƌĞWƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ

^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇWƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ

^ƵƉƉŽƌƚWƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ

ƋƵĂƚŝĐƐ

ĚƵůƚ^ƉŽƌƚƐ

ĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ

&ŝƚŶĞƐƐͬtĞůůŶĞƐƐ

ƵůƚƵƌĂůƌƚƐ

'ĞŶĞƌĂů/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ

^ĞůĨͲŝƌĞĐƚĞĚ

KƵƚĚŽŽƌZĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ

^ĞŶŝŽƌƐ

zŽƵƚŚ

^ŽĐŝĂů^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ

^ƉĞĐŝĂůEĞĞĚƐ

zŽƵƚŚ^ƉŽƌƚƐ

^ƉĞĐŝĂůǀĞŶƚƐ
dĞĞŶƐ

Program delivery, partner provider roles and other issues are noted in more detail
in Appendix I.
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7. Parks & Open Space
The RPOS planning process assesses recreation and park activity, facility needs and priorities
for Mountlake Terrace and relies heavily on public input, park inventory conditions and gives
consideration to state and national recreation trends.

T

he assessment includes a discussion
RIVSHFLFORFDOQHHGVDQGKRZWKH\
might be considered within the City’s
broader parks, trails and recreation system.
%\FRQVLGHULQJWKHORFDWLRQVL]HDQG
number of facilities by type and use, along
with community interests and priorities,
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this plan evaluates the latent and potential
demand for park and recreation amenities.
The six-year Capital Improvement Plan,
ZKLFKLGHQWLHVDQGSULRULWL]HVFUXFLDO
upgrades, improvements and expansions
is founded on this work of assimilating all
the park system information and the needs
expressed by residents.
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PARKS & OPEN SPACE MACROTRENDS
A variety of resources have been assembled
DQGVXPPDUL]HGWRRHUDFRPSUHKHQVLYH
overview of current trends, market
demands and agency comparisons in the
provision of parks and recreation. This
information provides perspectives that are
helpful when balancing with local insights
and feedback from the community to
identify the demands and establish public
needs during the planning process.

opportunities that may create a more
vibrant parks system as it moves into
the future. Additional trend data and
summaries are provided in Appendix H.
ّ Nationwide, eighty-two percent of U.S.
adults believe that parks and recreation are
essential. (1)
ّ Seventy-seven percent of survey
respondents indicate that having a highquality park, playground, public open
space or recreation center nearby is an

The following national and state data
highlights some of the current trends
in recreation and may frame future
considerations in Mountlake Terrace's
recreation system. Examining current
recreation trends can help inform potential
park and recreation improvements and

important factor in deciding where they
want to live. (1)
ّ Just over half of Americans ages 6 and
older participated in outdoor recreation
at least once in 2019, the highest
SDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWHLQYH\HDUV+RZHYHU
the number of outings per participant
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declined – continuing a decade-long

to individual activities like swimming

trend – resulting in fewer total recreational

IRUWQHVVELUGDQGQDWXUHYLHZLQJDQG

outings. (2)

canoeing. (3)

ّ Running, jogging and trail running are
the most popular outdoor activities across
the nation, based on levels of participation,
IROORZHGE\VKLQJKLNLQJELNLQJDQG
camping. (2)
ّ Trail running, day hiking, recreational
kayaking are rapidly increasing in
popularity – participation in each
increased more than 5% per year between
2014 and 2019. (3)
ّ Walking, running, hiking, and cycling
VDZVLJQLFDQWLQFUHDVHVLQSDUWLFLSDWLRQ
in the early months of the COVID-19
pandemic (March to June 2020). (2)

According to 2020 Outdoor Participation
Report, published by the Outdoor
)RXQGDWLRQLQ%RXOGHU&RORUDGRMXVW
over half of Americans ages 6 and older
participated in outdoor recreation at least
once in 2019, the highest participation rate
LQYH\HDUV7KHVHRXWGRRUSDUWLFLSDQWV
went on a total of 10.9 billion outdoor
outings – a 12% drop from the 2012
high-water mark of 12.4 billion outings.
Participation in outdoor recreation, team
VSRUWVDQGLQGRRUWQHVVDFWLYLWLHVYDU\E\
an individual’s age.

ّ People of all ages and income levels are
LQWHUHVWHGLQRXWGRRUDFWLYLWLHVOLNHVKLQJ
camping, hiking, biking, bicycling, and

Sources:

swimming. Younger people are more

(1) American Engagement with Parks Survey

interested in participating in team sports,

(2) 2020 Outdoor Participation Report

such as soccer, basketball and volleyball,

 6SRUWV)LWQHVVDQG/HLVXUH$FWLYLWLHV7RSOLQH3DUWLFLSDWLRQ5HSRUW

while older adults are more likely to aspire
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STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN
The 2018-2022 Recreation and
Conservation Plan for Washington State
provides a strategic direction to help
DVVXUHWKHHHFWLYHDQGDGHTXDWHSURYLVLRQ
of outdoor recreation and conservation
to meet the needs of Washington State
UHVLGHQWV7KHSODQLGHQWLHGQHDUDQG
ORQJWHUPSULRULWLHVZLWKVSHFLFDFWLRQV
within each priority to help meet the
outdoor recreation and conservation needs
ZLWKLQWKHVWDWH)LYHSULRULW\DUHDV
1.

Sustain and Grow the Legacy of
Parks, Trails, and Conservation Lands

2.

Improve Equity of Parks, Trails, and
Conservation Lands

3.
4.

$OVRVLJQLFDQWPDMRULWLHVRIDJHQFLHV
indicated service delivery impacts due to
the COVID-19 pandemic in the following
ways.

standards and control access (87%).
ّ Cancellation of special events and tourism
campaigns that support local employment
and drives the local economy (87%).
ّ Inability to operate critical community

Plan for Culturally Relevant Parks

including services for vulnerable

Assert Recreation and Conservation
as a Vital Public Service

/DNH%DOOLQJHULVDVLJQLFDQWFRPPXQLW\
DVVHWDQG%DOOLQJHU3DUNRHUV\HDUURXQG
recreation.

operate and secure passive parks to safety

programs, pools, attractions and facilities,

Demographics

ENJOYING THE
WATERFRONT

ّ Reduced ability to manage, maintain,

Meet the Needs of Youth
and Trails to Meet Changing

5.

Similarly, agencies that felt moderately or
VLJQLFDQWO\XQGHUIXQGHGDQGXQVWDEOHURVH
from 5.5% to 50% by August 1, 2020.

populations (81%).
ّ Lack of ability to hire/maintain seasonal
HPSOR\HHV RHUSURJUDPVVHUYLFHV
allowable under Safe Start (74%).
ّ Addressing public use and behaviors that

OPERATIONAL & SERVICE CHALLENGES DUE TO COVID-19
A statewide survey of park and recreation
agencies was conducted in the second half
of 2020, with a focus on service demand
and operational challenges, both preceding
and as a result of COVID-19. City, county
and parks and recreation special purpose
district leaders were asked to complete
the survey, and the survey was sent to
227 agencies - 109 cities, 39 counties, 79
Special Purpose Park Districts with 73
responses. The project was a collaboration
EHWZHHQWKH:DVKLQJWRQ5HFUHDWLRQ 
Park Association, the Washington State
Association of Counties, the Association
of Washington Cities, and Metro Parks
Tacoma.
In a question that asked the agency about
how stable its outlook in for 2020 preand during COVID-19, the percentage
of agencies that stated their outlook as
very strong and stable decreased by 25
points, with 27.8% indicating as very
stable at the beginning of the year to 2.8%
indicating as very stable by August 1, 2020.

put the community at risk, such as tearing
GRZQFDXWLRQWDSHXVLQJHOGV  

LOCAL PERSPECTIVES
Local recreation demands and needs
were explored through a variety of
public engagement to gather feedback
on strengths and limitations of existing
recreational resources and parks available
to Mountlake Terrace residents. Public
outreach included community surveys,
online open house and group stakeholder
discussions to explore project priorities and
opportunities to enhance the city’s park
system.

COMMUNITY SURVEY
In October 2020, a community survey
was mailed to a random sample of 2,500
households within Mountlake Terrace,
followed a few days later by an online
survey posted on the City website. In all,
1,045 responses were completed from the
combined mail and online surveys.
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Respondents visit their local parks and
recreation facilities for a variety of reasons,
the most common reason and most popular
activity was for walking or running.
Relaxation, dog walking, waterfront
activities and playgrounds were the next
most common reasons for park visits.

%RWKYHUVLRQVRIWKHVXUYH\FRQUPHG
that local parks, recreation options and
open space opportunities are important or
essential to the quality of life in Mountlake
Terrace. Respondents with children at
KRPHZHUHVLJQLFDQWO\PRUHOLNHO\WRQG
parks and recreation as essential to their
quality of life. The majority of respondents
ZHUHYHU\VDWLVHGZLWK0RXQWODNH
Terrace’s recreation facilities, parks and
open spaces.
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The survey inquired about potential
park amenities that Mountlake Terrace
should consider adding to the park system.
Recreation walking and biking trails were
LGHQWLHGDVPRVWLPSRUWDQWIHDWXUHVWREH
added to the park system. Strong support
was indicated for more picnic shelters
and areas with wildlife or nature viewing.
Respondents also indicated the need for allinclusive, accessible playground, commuter
trails, outdoor performance spaces, and
PRUHROHDVKGRJDUHDV7KHVXUYH\
VKRZHGVXSSRUWIRUDGGLQJRXWGRRUWQHVV
equipment, sports courts and splash pads.
The complete list of preferred additions are
OLVWHGLQWKHJXUHEHORZ
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STAKEHOLDER INPUT
The planning process gathered focused
LQSXWDQGIHHGEDFNIURPLGHQWLHG
VWDNHKROGHUVZKRUHSUHVHQWHGGLHUHQWSDUN
and recreation user groups, supporters, and
advocates.
In December, a number of sports
group representatives participated in
a teleconference to discuss existing
challenges and future demands for
sports facilities and programming. The
youth sports leagues and camps active
in Mountlake Terrace include youth
football, youth baseball, youth basketball,
junior volleyball and youth volleyball.
The existing tennis program operates
for 2 months and could be expanded
WR\HDUURXQG'LVF8OWLPDWH)ULVEHH
after-school programs could expand if
facilities were available; the adult programs
FRXOGEHH[SDQGHGLIHOGOLJKWLQJZHUH
available to extent evening play times.
Rugby and lacrosse have been growing
in popularity recently. Equitable access
to recreation programs for all youth was
strongly recommended. City Recreation
was cited as vital to providing facilities and
activities that allow equitable participation
throughout the community.
City Recreation youth programs feed
SDUWLFLSDQWVLQWRORFDOOHDJXHVDQGEHQHWV
high school sports programs. Youth sports
VWDNHKROGHUVLGHQWLHGWKHQHHGIRUEHWWHU
coordination and communication with
WKHVFKRROGLVWULFWWRRSWLPL]HVKDUHG
XVHRIVSRUWVHOGVDQGLQGRRUJ\PV
)LHOGDYDLODELOLW\LVWKHELJJHVWVKRUWIDOO
IRUIXOOOLQJWKHSURJUDPPLQJGHPDQGV
)LHOGLPSURYHPHQWVZHUHVXJJHVWHGIRU
(YHUJUHHQ3OD\HOG%DOOLQJHU3DUNDQG
%LFHQWHQQLDO3DUN/LJKWLQJIRUWXUIHOGV
to extend practice and game times during
fall and winter was suggested. Since the
&LW\KDVQRDGGLWLRQDOVSDFHIRUHOGVDQ\
DGGLWLRQDOHOGFDSDFLW\VKRXOGFRPHIURP
H[LVWLQJHOGLPSURYHPHQWV

7KH&LW\UHFRJQL]HVWKHODFNRILQGRRU
gymnasium space. Stakeholders also
LGHQWLHGDQLQWHUHVWLQGHYHORSLQJD
community center with multi-sport
facilities and expanding the Pavilion to
accommodate multiple uses. Snohomish
County may have interest in an indoor
sport facility.

OPEN HOUSE
The City hosted an online open house in
April 2021 to share information about the
projects and to gather additional input.
Participants were asked to rank a set
RILPSURYHPHQWVLGHQWLHGGXULQJWKH
community survey. Acquiring land for
future parks or natural areas and replacing
the Recreation Pavilion were ranked
highest by respondents. When using
weighted rankings, acquiring land for
future parks or natural areas and expanding
recreational or commuter trails were
the highest ranked priorities. Installing
additional picnic shelters or small gathering
spaces was the lowest ranked priority by
respondents.
 $  "  " 
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When considering future system
investments, respondents to the online
RSHQKRXVHLGHQWLHGUHSDLULQJDQG
renovating older parks, replacing the
Recreation Pavilion, renovating Veterans
Memorial Park, and implementing the
Ballinger Park master plan as their top
priorities.
 &  "  " 
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PARK CONDITIONS ASSESSMENT
The condition of park infrastructure and amenities is a measure of park adequacy and a required assurance of public safety. General park
infrastructure may include walkways, parking lots, park furniture, drainage and irrigation, lighting systems and vegetation. Deferred
maintenance over a long period can result in unusable amenities when perceived as unsafe or undesirable by park patrons.
The existing conditions within parks were assessed to identify issues and concerns and opportunities for future improvements. The
FRQGLWLRQDVVHVVPHQWPDWUL[VKRZQRQWKHEHORZVXPPDUL]HVWKHUHVXOWVRIWKHVHDVVHVVPHQWVDQGFDQEHXVHGWRKHOSSULRULWL]HQHHGHGSDUN
improvements. The matrix uses a rating system that ranks the condition of the park element based on the following scale:
֝*RRG&RQGLWLRQ,QJHQHUDODPHQLWLHVLQJRRGFRQGLWLRQRHUIXOOIXQFWLRQDOLW\DQGGRQRWQHHGUHSDLUV*RRGIDFLOLWLHVKDYHSOD\DEOH
VSRUWVVXUIDFHVDQGHTXLSPHQWZRUNLQJ[WXUHVDQGIXOO\LQWDFWVDIHW\IHDWXUHV UDLOLQJVIHQFHVHWF *RRGIDFLOLWLHVPD\KDYHPLQRU
cosmetic defects. Good facilities encourage area residents to use the park.
֝)DLU,QJHQHUDODPHQLWLHVLQIDLUFRQGLWLRQDUHODUJHO\IXQFWLRQDOEXWQHHGPLQRURUPRGHUDWHUHSDLUV)DLUIDFLOLWLHVKDYHSOD\VXUIDFHV
HTXLSPHQW[WXUHVDQGVDIHW\IHDWXUHVWKDWDUHRSHUDWLRQDODQGDOORZSOD\EXWKDYHGHFLHQFLHVRUWLPHSHULRGVZKHUHWKH\DUHXQXVDEOH
)DLUIDFLOLWLHVUHPDLQLPSRUWDQWDPHQLWLHVIRUWKHQHLJKERUKRRGEXWPD\VOLJKWO\GLVFRXUDJHXVHRIWKHSDUNE\UHVLGHQWV
3 – Poor: In general, amenities in poor condition are largely or completely unusable. They need major repairs to be functional. Poor
IDFLOLWLHVDUHSDUNIHDWXUHVWKDWKDYHGHWHULRUDWHGWRWKHSRLQWZKHUHWKH\DUHEDUHO\XVDEOH)LHOGVDUHWRRXQHYHQIRUEDOOJDPHVVDIHW\
IHDWXUHVDUHLUUHSDUDEO\EURNHQEXLOGLQJVQHHGVWUXFWXUDOUHWURWWLQJHWF3RRUIDFLOLWLHVGLVFRXUDJHUHVLGHQWVIURPXVLQJWKHSDUN

Generally a feature with a rating of “3” should have higher priority for resolution through maintenance, capital repairs or as a new capital
project. Park amenity conditions were also averaged across park elements to indicate which types of elements are in greater need for

68

MOUNTLAKE TERRACE RECREATION, PARKS & OPEN SPACE PLAN | 2022

Mountlake Terrace RPOS Plan
Park & Facility Condition Assessment Matrix

2

1
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Natural Areas
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2
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Boat Dock / Ramp

2

Vegetation
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Restrooms
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Parking Areas
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Site Furnishings

Waterfront/Beach

2

Off-Leash Area

Baseball / Softball Fields

2

Site Amenities

Pathways / Trails

Soccer Fields

Volleyball

Recreation Amenities

Park Type

Paved Courts: Tennis

Ac.*

Paved Courts: Basketball

Address

Playgrounds

Site Name

PARKS
Ballinger Park
Bicentennial Park
Dog Park
Evergreen Playfield
Fire Fighters Memorial Park
Forest Crest Playfield
Interurban Trail
Jack Long Park
Montesa Open Space
Open Space (Cedar & 244th)
Recreation Pavilion
Terrace Creek Overlook Open Space
Terrace Creek Park
Terrace Creek Natural Area
Terrace Ridge Park
Terrace Ridge Natural Area
Veterans Memorial Park
Veterans Memorial Natural Area

23000 Lakeview Dr
4105 222nd
5303 228th St
22205 56th
3900 228th St
5006 236th St
Linear Park
22102 58th St
Open Space
24311 Cedar Way
5303 228th St
Open Space
23200 48th
23200 48th
4600 242nd
4600 242nd
23500 58th
23500 58th

54.9
4.72
‐
13.89
0.9
4.6
15.69
3.33
1.11
1.15
9.24
1.97
8.67
44.68
6.11
1.29
2.21
6.06

180.5

REG
NH
SPEC
COM
NH
COM
LIN
NH
NAT
NAT
SPEC
NAT
NH
NAT
NH
NAT
NH
NAT
Average:

3
2

3

1
2
1

2

2
1

2
1

1

2

1

2

1

1

2
1.70

NOTES
Ratings: 1= good; 2=fair; 3=poor (see reverse side for descriptions)
Park Types: NH= Neighborhood; COM= Community; REG= Regional; SPEC= Special Use; NAT= Natural Area; LIN= Linear Park
*Lake Ballinger Island = natural area not included in this conditions assessment
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VLJQLFDQWXSJUDGHVUHQRYDWLRQVRURYHUDOO
improvements. Based on this assessment,
the City’s sport courts, restrooms, ADA
compliance and waterfront amenities, such
DVVKLQJSLHUERDWUDPSDQGEHDFKDUHLQ
the greatest need of attention.

OVERALL CONSIDERATIONS
General Parks
Parks are well-used and some have aging
infrastructure that requires upgrading,
improvements or replacement. Master
plans will help guide future upgrades and
park enhancements and help eligibility for
outside grant funds.

Natural Areas
Natural areas with user-made trails
DQGSDWKZD\VPD\EHPRUHGLௗFXOW
to maintain, since many trails are not
designed using best practices for trail
alignments. Where feasible, existing trails
that travel directly up/down steep slopes

should be targeted for re-alignment to
make trail tread more sustainable and user
travel safer and easier. Invasive plant species
FRQWUROLVRQJRLQJDQGPRUHGLௗFXOWWR
recruit and enable volunteer contributions
during this time of the COVID-19
pandemic.

:D\ࢽQGLQJ 6LJQDJH
Additional park entries, side paths to
existing trails and trail intersections
FRXOGDOOEHQHWIURPVLJQDJHGHVLJQHG
WRSURYLGHDFRPSUHKHQVLYHZD\QGLQJ
V\VWHPIRUSDUNDQGWUDLOXVHUV$XQLHG
signage system should be planned to
provide directional, informational and
emergency information at appropriate
locations throughout the park system.

wood pieces needed replacement. The
EXLOGLQJVDW(YHUJUHHQ3OD\HOGVDUHDJHG
outdated and ready for replacement.

$PHULFDQVZLWK'LVDELOLWLHV$FW
Compliance
Older parks contain architectural barriers
to universal access and Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance.
Pavement with large cracks and gaps
are non-ADA-compliant. Playgrounds
with edging barriers or non-accessible
surfacing create barriers to children (and
their parents) who may be challenged
with mobility limitations. Picnic tables,
benches and other park amenities should
have ADA-compliant design features and
pathways to ensure adequate access.

3DYHPHQW $PHQLWLHV&RQGLWLRQV
Many paved asphalt pathways were
compromised by tree root upheavals and
need repair. Older park features showed
signs of wear and needed repair or
replacement. Some table tops and bench
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PARK DISTRIBUTION – GAP ANALYSIS
Mountlake Terrace residents are fortunate
to have access to great parks; however,
continued redevelopment in a city without
the option for outward expansion will
place further pressure on the park system
through increasing densities and reducing
opportunities to secure new recreational
lands. Understanding the known gaps in
the park system and evaluating the City’s
existing levels of service for parks will
provide a foundation for strategic planning
as a basis for a balanced distribution of
parks, trails and recreation amenities in the
future.
To better understand where acquisition
HRUWVVKRXOGEHFRQVLGHUHGDJDSDQDO\VLV
of the park system was conducted to
examine and assess the current distribution
of parks throughout the city. The analysis
reviewed the locations and types of
H[LVWLQJIDFLOLWLHVODQGXVHFODVVLFDWLRQV
transportation/access barriers and other
factors as a means to identify preliminary
acquisition target areas. In reviewing
parkland distribution and assessing
RSSRUWXQLWLHVWROOLGHQWLHGJDSV
UHVLGHQWLDOO\]RQHGODQGVZHUHLVRODWHG
since neighborhood and community parks
primarily serve these areas. Additionally,
ZDONVKHGVZHUHGHQHGIRUQHLJKERUKRRG
SDUNVXVLQJD~PLOHSULPDU\DQGPLOH
secondary service area with travel distances
calculated along the road network starting
from known and accessible access points at
each park. Walksheds for community and
regional parks were derived using ¼-mile,
PLOHPLOHDQGPLOHWUDYHOGLVWDQFHV
to acknowledge that these park types
LQFOXGLQJDWKOHWLFHOGV VHUYHDZLGHU
array of users and driving to such sites is
typical.

Striving to provide a pocket or
neighborhood park within a reasonable
ZDONLQJGLVWDQFH HJPLOH PD\UHTXLUH
acquiring new park properties in currently
under-served locations, improving multimodal transportation connections to allow
local residents to safely and conveniently
reach their local park, and evaluating the
potential use of school sites as proxies for
local neighborhood parks. As Mountlake
Terrace develops and acquisition
opportunities diminish, the City should
consider taking advantage of acquisition
opportunities in strategic locations and as
IXQGLQJDOORZVWROOUHPDLQLQJJDSV,Q
concert with the search for developable
park land, the City should continue to
coordinate with proposed residential land
development projects to consider when and
how a public park could be incorporated
into the planning of newly developed
residential areas.
Resulting from this assessment, potential
DFTXLVLWLRQDUHDVDUHLGHQWLHGIRUIXWXUH
parks (Map 7) and are noted in the
Capital Planning chapter of this Plan. The
mapping targeted three sites for future
parks for the near- to long-term:
ّ Acquisition area A (0.5-1 acre, westcentral Mountlake Terrace)
ّ Acquisition area B (2-4 acres, northwest
Mountlake Terrace)
ّ Acquisition area C-D (0.5-2 acres,
northeast Mountlake Terrace)

Maps 2 through 6 illustrate the application
of the distribution criteria from existing
parks. Areas in white do not have a public
park within reasonable walking distance
of their home. The illustrated ‘walkshed’
for each existing Mountlake Terrace park
highlights that certain areas within the city
do not have the desired proximity to a local
park.
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MAP 2: WALKSHED MAP (NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS TO ½-MILE)
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DEMAND FOR RECREATION AND PARK
AMENITIES
5HFUHDWLRQDOGHVLUHVLGHQWLHGGXULQJWKH
FRPPXQLW\VXUYH\DQGUHDௗUPHGE\
national trends targeted the addition of
new recreational amenities in park and
the expansion of walking or running
connections in the City’s park and trail
system. Among those amenities that were
strongly favored recreational walking and
biking trails and picnic areas or shelters
were the top two highest priorities. All
inclusive, accessible playgrounds ranked
as the third most important amenity
improvement. Among these top three
amenity additions, survey respondents also
LGHQWLHGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIZLOGOLIHDQG
nature as critical to the park system and its
settings.
7KHSUHYLRXV53263ODQLGHQWLHG
the need for additional sports courts and the
community survey reassessed that priority
with 67% of respondents supportive of
additional “paddle/racquet sport courts”
(tennis, pickleball). The RPOS Plan also
noted that trails and pathways should have
more access and amenities to allow for
various experiences and better connections
throughout the community. In addition
WRWKHVSRUWVFRXUWVRWKHULGHQWLHGDQG
supported amenity additions included:
RXWGRRUSHUIRUPDQFHVSDFHVROHDVKGRJ
DUHDVRXWGRRUWQHVVHTXLSPHQWEDVNHWEDOO
courts and spray/splash pads.
Overall assessments of the park system
noted the need for trail connections and
ZD\QGLQJWRKHOSFUHDWHDPRUHKROLVWLF
DQGXQLHGV\VWHPRIZDONLQJDQGELNLQJ
for both recreation and desired travel
FRUULGRUV7KH5326DOVRLGHQWLHG
WKHQHHGIRUDV\VWHPZLGHZD\QGLQJ
design for park locations, trail connections
and community destinations.

RECREATION PAVILION

Terrace Creek Natural Area

The Recreation Pavilion plays a vital
role in the provision of recreational
infrastructure and programming for the
City. The structure has aged and warrants
replacement to ensure continued park
and recreational service provision. A
business and development plan is needed
to determine the best approach for what
facilities, services and programming this
future Pavilion should be designed for.

7KHUHFHQWDFTXLVLWLRQRIWKH7DVR
property provides land ownership for a
potential trail connection from east to west
to link the natural areas and trails from
the north-south main trail across to the
Recreation Pavilion. This trail segment
would require a footbridge.

PARK MASTER PLANS
Several parks have gone through master
planning and their adopted plans contain
recommended improvement projects for
consideration. Some phases of master plan
improvements have been accomplished or
are in progress, and other phases should be
planned for the future.

Ballinger Park Master Plan
The master plan proposed six phases for
implementation of the potential park
improvements. Trail system, meadow
seeding and entry signage and fencing
DUHLGHQWLHGDVWKHUVWSKDVHIRUWKHLU
relatively easy implementation. Some work
in this phase has been done. The second
phase targets creek restoration including
a new bridge and boardwalk. Permitting
for creek restoration is in progress through
a collaboration with the US Army Corps
of Engineers (USACOE). The City will
pay a 35% portion of the costs for that
creek restoration and associated park
improvements. The Community Terrace
area surrounding the Senior Center (former
golf clubhouse building) are part of Phase
$WKOHWLFHOGDQGKDELWDWLPSURYHPHQWV
are phases 4 and 5. Some east side
improvements (Phase 6) including a new
VKLQJSLHUUHVWURRPV$'$SOD\JURXQG
and paved pathway to Senior Center are
underway. The boat launch has been
installed.

0HORG\+LOO6XE$UHD3DUN0DVWHU
Plan
The Melody Hill Sub-Area Plan
recommends the addition of a
neighborhood park for that local residential
community. Once some property is
acquired, the site will warrant a master
planning process to determine its best
future development direction. The capital
facility improvement for that proposed
future new park should be anticipated in
the coming years.

Veterans Memorial Park Master
Plan
The concept master plan for Veterans
Memorial Park proposes playground
upgrades, trail improvements and lighting,
QHZSLFQLFDUHDVXSJUDGHGJD]HERVKHOWHU
and restrooms. Chapter 8 and Appendix G
describe the master plan process, provides
an opinion of probable cost and describes
guiding policies for future development.
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ACQUISITION PROJECTS
0HORG\+LOO6XE$UHD3ODQ
1HLJKERUKRRG3DUN
7KH0HORG\+LOO6XE$UHD3ODQLGHQWLHG
park and trail needs for the subject
neighborhood that includes a portion of
WKH,QWHUXUEDQ7UDLO7KHSODQLGHQWLHG
a potential target acquisition for a needed
future neighborhood park as a portion
of the former Melody Hill School site.
Another alternative neighborhood park
acquisition targeted the Sunset Landing
development. Trailhead development for
the Interurban Trail was also recommended
in the subarea plan to enhance park and
UHFUHDWLRQRSSRUWXQLWLHV:D\QGLQJ
signage to enhance trail use was another
recommended.
The subarea plan recommended the
development of an overall Interurban Trail
Improvement Plan to help identify trail
LPSURYHPHQWVVXFKDVFURVVZDONVWUDௗF
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calming, lighting, bollards and signage.
This trail master plan and its associated
capital improvements were recommended
IRULPSOHPHQWDWLRQZLWKLQYHWRWHQ
years from the sub-area plan adoption in
2006. A near-term recommendation is for
a neighborhood trail link between 64th
Avenue West and 65th Avenue West.

Trail Connections
)XWXUHWUDLOFRQQHFWLRQVWRH[LVWLQJSDUNV
schools, town center, Interurban Trail and
local trails should be an acquisition goal for
the City. Acquiring public access easements
or fee simple land purchases of corridors or
connecting parcels is an important pursuit
towards creating a walkable system of
pathways and trails for the community.
The City should continually be on the
lookout for opportunities to gain parklands
that help link parks, trails and schools.

Park Connections
Public access from the north-side of
Bicentennial Park has been recommended
to provide better local access and
walkability for the immediate vicinity of
WKHSDUN2WKHUSDUNVFRXOGDOVREHQHW
from better local access to improve
connections for recreation and to promote
healthy physical activity.

Riparian Conservation
The City has acquired considerable
conservation lands to protect water quality,
FRQWURORRGLQJDQGPHHWWKHQHHGVIRU
stormwater management. Whenever
feasible, strategic natural lands can be added
to the parks and natural areas to enhance
environmental services and ecological
values in the community. In some
situations, natural land acquisition can
provide the vital link for greenways and
futures trail connections. This conservation
HRUWVKRXOGEHRQJRLQJ
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AMENITY REPLACEMENTS & UPGRADES
Playground Equipment
A look at installation dates for the play
HTXLSPHQWLQWKHSDUNV\VWHPRHUVRQH
measure of potential guidance toward
future needed replacements. Although
highly variable across manufacturers,
wearing, maintenance and use, play
equipment has a life expectancy. In
general, life spans may be in the 15 to 25
\HDUUDQJH&LW\VWDUHJXODUO\LQVSHFWWKH
play equipment to ensure public safety.
On occasion, play equipment parts can be
replaced if worn, but often the replacement
parts are either not available or feasible for
simple replacement. Play equipment that is
over 20 years old should be evaluated and
its replacement planned within a few years
based on both age and conditions.
The six play features are over 20 years
old include Ballinger Park (primary play
equipment), Bicentennial Park (Hey
:DJRQ )LUHJKWHUV7UXFN5HFUHDWLRQ
Pavilion (south lot), Terrace Creek
playground and Terrace Ridge playground.
The Ballinger Park playground is planned
for conversion to a splash pad after the new
ADA-accessible playground is installed.
The Recreation Pavilion playground
replacement could coincide with the
future replacement of the Recreation
Pavilion. Both Terrace Creek and
Terrace Ridge playgrounds appear to be
structurally sound, but these should be
carefully evaluated for replacement needs.
Replacements should be planned within the
next ten years.

Terrace Creek Park
7KHSDVW53263ODQLGHQWLHGWKH
need for permanent restrooms at the park.
Recent swing set improvements have
helped upgrade the playground, but the
playground fall safety surfacing should be
upgraded and the play equipment is aging
(installed in 2000).

(YHUJUHHQ3OD\ࢽHOGV
(YHUJUHHQ3OD\HOGKDVMXVWKDGQHZVRFFHU
HOGXSJUDGHVZLWKV\QWKHWLFWXUIDQG

lighting. Tennis court improvements are
planned and pathways repairs and upgrades
are planned for near term implementation.
$GGLWLRQDOVSRUWVHOGXSJUDGHVWRH[WHQG
XVHDQGVHDVRQLVWWLQJDV0RXQWODNH
Terrace sees an increase in youth and adult
sports programming. The 2015 RPOS Plan
DQG53266XSSOHPHQWLGHQWLHGWKH
need for replacing the concession/restroom
EXLOGLQJDQGOLVWHGWKHSOD\HOG(DVWKH
QH[WEDOOHOGIRUFRQYHUVLRQWRV\QWKHWLF
turf.

)RUHVW&UHVW3OD\ࢽHOGV
)RUHVW&UHVW3OD\HOGVKDYHEHHQ
LGHQWLHGLQWKH53263ODQIRUHOG
improvements, a permanent restroom and
spectator seating. This need was reasserted
in the 2016 RPOS Supplement. To keep
WKHHOGVSOD\DEOHDQGDYLDEOHFRQWULEXWLQJ
HOHPHQWLQWKHSDUNV\VWHPWKRVHHOGV
should undergo renovation and upgrading
to sand-based turf in the next few years.

Recreation Pavilion
Once the business and design planning for
a replacement is conducted, the proposed
new facility should be constructed as soon
as funding can be secured. This project will
UHTXLUHVLJQLFDQWWLPHDQGUHVRXUFHVWR
complete the replacement of the Recreation
Pavilion. A placeholder is positioned in the
capital facilities program for this important
facility.

Restrooms
Supporting park and trail use through
the provision of restrooms is a critical
element in any park system. Through
master plans and system-wide planning,
a number of parks have new restrooms
proposed. New restrooms are being
installed at the Ballinger Park boat launch.
)XWXUHUHVWURRPVDW%DOOLQJHU3DUNZRXOG
be designed for the proposed splash
SDG(YHUJUHHQ3OD\HOGVKRXOGKDYHLWV
concession/restroom building replaced in
WKHQHDUIXWXUH)RUHVW&UHVW3OD\HOGVDUH
planned to receive permanent restrooms
among its future improvements. Veterans
Memorial Park recommends restrooms in
its master plan. Terrace Creek Park has

been targeted for permanent restrooms
near the playground. It is recommended
WKDWDOOYHIXWXUHUHVWURRPSURMHFWVEH
completed in the next two to three years
SHQGLQJDYDLODEOHFDSLWDOIXQGLQJVWDௗQJ
and operating budget.

LEVELS OF SERVICE
A level of service (LOS) review was
conducted to further understand the
distribution and acreage needs for parkland
to assess how well the community can
access and enjoy parks, recreation and
open space. Traditionally, the application
of numeric standards for the provision of
parks has applied an acreage of parkland
per thousand residents as a target
measurement for adopted standards. Service
standards are the adopted guidelines or
benchmarks the City is trying to attain
with their parks system; the level of
service is a snapshot in time of how well
the City is meeting its adopted standards.
This assessment also provides the future
direction for ensuring adequate provision
of parks for the community based on
current and potential future gaps in this
community infrastructure.
Many communities are developing
JXLGHOLQHVWKDWDUHFXVWRPL]HGWRWKHLU
community and its unique and often
changing park and recreation demands,
rather than solely applying the historic
National Recreation and Park Association’s
(NRPA) published park standards that
primarily focused on parkland acres per
capita. The use and application of standards
continues to evolve and develop diverse
approaches. This Plan evaluates the City
current park land level of service through
DYDULHW\RIFKDUDFWHULVWLFVDQGRHUV
recommendations for the consideration of
an adopted set of standards.
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PARKLAND ACREAGE

level of service since the adoption of the
2015 RPOS Plan.

Mountlake Terrace’s current level of
service is examined using the population
data and existing park acreage. The
combined acreage for city-owned parks
is 193.6 acres. The City is currently
providing approximately 8.94 acres per
1,000 population in its park system relative
to its adopted park standard of 8.32 acres
per 1,000 people (representing a current
performance to the standard of 107%).
Also, the City has improved its parkland


Considering the future growth of
Mountlake Terrace, additional park
acreage may be needed to accommodate
the estimated 2030 population of 24,474
residents (Puget Sound Regional Council
forecast). If this current level of service for
city-owned parks is maintained into the
future, the resulting demand for additional
parkland will translate into the need for

approximately 10 acres of parkland. The
inclusion of existing 6 acres of private
homeowner association (HOA) parks and
open space into the calculation upwardly
adjusts the current level of service to
9.2 acres per 1,000 population. If this
combined current level of service is held
constant and applied to the projected
population, the City would need to add
approximately 4 acres of parkland to its
system to maintain today’s service levels.
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The acreage-based discussion regarding
levels of service represents a status quo
approach to the City’s potential demand
for parkland acreage relatable to today’s
existing level of service. The assumption
UHHFWHGLQWKHFKDUW )LJXUH DQG
the plan content preceding the chart is
that today’s level of service would be
held constant and used as a guide post to
estimate the future demand for parkland
acres to accommodate population growth.
This section does not suggest or assume a
higher level of service than is provided for
the City’s current population.
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FACILITY COUNTS & AVAILABILITY
In 2016, the City adopted a facility
FDWHJRUL]DWLRQRIDFWLYHVFKHGXOHGDQG
passive/unscheduled uses to guide a level
of service assessment. Active park facilities
DUHFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\VSHFLDOL]HGSDUN
development that often require scheduling
because a limited number of people can use
each at any one time. Passive park facilities
WHQGWRUHTXLUHOHVVLQWHQVLYHRUVSHFLDOL]HG
development and involve unscheduled
activities (typically non-rivalrous). A
EDVHEDOOHOGLVDQH[DPSOHRIDQDFWLYH
facility, and a nature trail is an example

RIDSDVVLYHIDFLOLW\7RUHHFWWKDWKRXUV
of availability do not apply to passive/
unscheduled recreation facilities, the
total available hours includes only active
recreation hours. The target LOS standard
for active/scheduled facilities is 2.4 hours
per capita, and the target LOS standard for
passive/unscheduled is one facility per 226
people.
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ϭ

Ϭ

ϭ
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ϯϵ

ŽŐWĂƌŬ
^ƵďƚŽƚĂů;WĂƐƐŝǀĞͿ

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

RHULQJXQLTXHRXWGRRUH[SHULHQFHVZLOO

While this Plan uses total parkland acreage,
facility usage and parkland access as
primary indicators of parkland need, the
City could also consider other factors as its
population grows, including:

result in a varied park system with a range
RIGLHUHQWUHFUHDWLRQDORSSRUWXQLWLHVIRU
residents.
ّ Park condition: The City should assess
the condition of each park’s general

that will add amenities to Ballinger Lake
3DUN(YHUJUHHQ3OD\HOGVDQG9HWHUDQV
0HPRULDO3DUN0RUHWLPHDQGVWDSRZHU
will be needed to ensure that Mountlake
Terrace facilities retain the current high
level of service expected by residents.

infrastructure and amenities on a regular
ّ Park pressure, or the potential user

basis. The condition or quality of park

demand on a park: Residents are most

amenities is a key measure of park

likely to use the park closest to their home.

adequacy and a required assurance of

This measure uses GIS analysis to assign

public safety. General park infrastructure

all households to their nearest respective

may include walkways, parking lots,

park and calculates level of service (in acres

park furniture, drainage and irrigation,

of parkland per 1,000 residents) based on

lighting systems and vegetation. Deferred

the acreage of the park and the number

maintenance over a long time period

of residents in the ‘parkshed’. Areas with

can result in unusable amenities when

lower levels of service are more likely to

perceived as unsafe or undesirable by park

be underserved by parkland, and to see

patrons.

higher degrees of use and wear and tear on
park amenities.
ّ Availability of park amenities: Park
systems should include an equitable
distribution and quantity of the most
common amenities like playgrounds,
SLFQLFVKHOWHUVVSRUWVFRXUWVVSRUWVHOGV
and trails to meet local needs and help
distribute the potential usage of individual
parks. Working to provide welldistributed basic park amenities, while also

PARKS STAFFING CONSIDERATIONS
With new transportation improvements
and housing projects, the City’s density
will increase, and the future population will
increase park usage and visitation. With
this increase, additional maintenance tasks
ZLOOEHDGGHGWRH[LVWLQJVWDORDG$OVR
the City is improving its park facilities
through site master plan developments

As new amenities or land area is provided,
RSHUDWLRQDOVWDFDSDFLW\ZLOOQHHGWR
expand to keep up with the need for
administration and maintenance of the
larger park system. The City will need to
consider when and how many additional
IXOOWLPHHTXLYDOHQWHPSOR\HHV )7(V 
should be budgeted, hired and trained to
perform the duties necessary to maintain
and operate a safe and clean park system.
3DUNVPDLQWHQDQFHVWDFXUUHQWO\SHUIRUP
all park and city building grounds care,
mowing, restroom cleaning, vandalism
clean-up and litter removal on daily and
weekly schedules. Irrigation operations
and repairs, other janitorial duties, edging,
SUXQLQJPXOFKLQJDQGVSHFLDOL]HG
maintenance tasks also require maintenance
VWDWLPH
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NATIONAL RECREATION & PARK ASSOCIATION (NRPA)
COMPARISONS
In a preliminary assessment of Recreation
DQG3DUNV'HSDUWPHQWRSHUDWLRQDOVWDௗQJ
levels, a comparison to other jurisdictions
of similar population density and/or
MXULVGLFWLRQVL]HZDVFRQGXFWHGZLWKWKH
2021 NRPA Agency Performance Review
data. The NRPA Parks Metrics system
provides data from municipalities across
the country to enable comparisons on
performance and service loads.
Some key responsibilities reported in
the data reveals that park and recreation
agencies take on many responsibilities
for their communities, beyond their
“traditional” roles of operating parks
and facilities and providing recreation
programming and services. In addition to
those two functions, the top responsibilities
for park and recreation agencies are as
follows:

can create inconsistent comparisons. In
JHQHUDOWKLVVQDSVKRWRHUVVXJJHVWLRQV
and a benchmark for Mountlake Terrace
to consider, rather than concrete targets for
IXWXUHVWDௗQJ

DGPLQLVWUDWLYHVWD 
ّ 2HUWKHPHGVSHFLDOHYHQWVWRWKHSXEOLF
(88 %)

ّ Higher population densities tend to

DPHQLWLHVDQGH[SDQGWKHLURHULQJVPRUH
VWDௗQJZLOOEHQHHGHG

and maintenance. The population density
in Mountlake Terrace is much higher than
in comparable jurisdictions within the
VDPHSRSXODWLRQVL]H
ّ Mountlake Terrace park operations have
)7(֢VZLWKWKHDGGLWLRQDO)7(
HTXLYDOHQWIRUWKHVKDUHGVWDSRVLWLRQ
supervising parks and other non-park
153$DYHUDJHRI)7(֢VLQDSDUN

7KHWDEOHEHORZRHUVVRPHGLUHFW
comparison from the NRPA agency
performance report for Mountlake
Terrace park and recreation operations.
The PRORAGIS agencies often included
full recreation facilities and programs
in their submitted data, so direct
VWDௗQJFRPSDULVRQVDUHQRWDOZD\V
interchangeable.

and recreation agency, adding the 37
UHFUHDWLRQ)7(֢VEULQJVWKH0RXQWODNH
7HUUDFHSDUNDQGUHFUHDWLRQVWDௗQJ

with a comparative 20,000 to 49,999
RIWKHVWDௗQJOHYHORISDUNDQGUHFUHDWLRQ
)7(V7KLVVWDௗQJGLHUHQFHUHODWHV
more to agencies with recreation centers
DQGDVVRFLDWHGUHFUHDWLRQVWDௗQJ3DUN

ّ Operate, maintain or contract outdoor

RSHUDWLRQVVWDௗQJVKRXOGEHFRPSDUHGWR

swim facilities/water parks (50.9 %)

number of facilities, types of amenities and
acreage actively maintained.
ّ The typical park and recreation agency
KDV)7(VRQVWDIRUHDFK
residents living in the jurisdiction served

7KHUHSRUWRHUVDVQDSVKRWYLHZRI
how Mountlake Terrace compares with
peer agencies. It should be noted that
not all comparable agencies provide
recreation programming, and many park
V\VWHPVKDYHGLHULQJVL]HVDPHQLWLHV
and standards. Some statistics apply to
population density, while others apply
SRSXODWLRQVL]H3RSXODWLRQYDULDWLRQV

division has responsibility for the

park, that land may require more attention

ّ Operate and maintain indoor facilities (61

ّ Administer community gardens (47.2 %)

maintenance.

site facilities. As those facilities add more

population, Mountlake Terrace had 152%

center facilities (52 %)

responsibilities involve operations and

factor seems intuitive as more people uses a

purpose parks and open spaces (72 %)

ّ Operate, maintain or contract tennis

more than half of all primary work

expenditures per acre of parkland. This

WKHPHGLDQ )7(V IRUSDUNDJHQFLHV

quality outdoor sports complexes (56 %)

agency’s park and recreation professionals,

maintenance of 272 acres in 11 park/

FRPSDUDWLYHWR)7(֢V&RPSDUHGWR

ّ Administer or manage tournament/event-

Washington communities.
ّ The NRPA data reveals that, while there

require increasing park operating

greenways and/or blueways (77 %)

%)

city populations across a variety of

ّ Mountlake Terrace park operations

ّ Operate, maintain or manage trails,
ّ Operate, maintain or manage special

residents per square mile) than comparable

are many responsibilities covered by an

Highlighted observations from agency
comparisons should be considered for
Mountlake Terrace’s park system as it
grows:

city facilities. To compare with the
ّ Have budgetary responsibility for their

has a higher population density (4,908.5

by the agency. Agencies tend to have
IHZHU)7(VRQVWDZKHQORFDWHGLQOHVV
populated areas. Jurisdictions with similar
populations (20,000-49,999 residents) have
DPHGLDQRI)7(VUHVLGHQWV
Mountlake Terrace park and recreation
VWDௗQJSURYLGH)7(֢VSHU
residents. Population density, however,
rapidly increases the demand for park and

The most driving comparison shows
Mountlake Terrace with responsibility
for more park acreage, and non-park sites
XVLQJOHVVVWDௗQJWRRSHUDWHDQGPDQDJH
7KLVVWDௗQJOHYHOVKRXOGEHZHLJKHG
against the number of residents per park
(much higher in Mountlake Terrace)
that indicates the heavy use of parks and
suggests the potential need for higher levels
of maintenance.
Throughout most of its data, the NRPA
Park Metrics system does not separate
park operations from recreation services.
However, in the operational reporting,
VRPHVWDௗQJFRPSDULVRQVUHYHDOWKDW
agencies with fewer than 250 acres to
PDLQWDLQKDGDQDYHUDJHRI)7(V
Parks and recreation departments with
fewer than ten parks to maintain had
)7(V$JHQFLHVZLWKRSHUDWLQJ
H[SHQGLWXUHVXQGHUKDG)7(V
In higher density communities of more
than 2,500 population per square mile,
DJHQFLHVKDG)7(V

recreation services, and Mountlake Terrace
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ϭϭ
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KƉĞƌĂƚŝŶŐΨͬĐƌĞWĂƌŬůĂŶĚƐ;ϮϬϮϬͿ
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ϭϬ

ϲ

Ϯ

dŽƚĂůĐƌĞƐ;ŽƚŚͿ

ϱϲϱ

ϲϯϰ

Ϯϳϰ
ϭϱ͘ϴ

dŽƚĂůdƌĂŝůDŝůĞƐDĂŶĂŐĞĚ

ϭϭ

ϴ͘ϱ

&dƐͬϭϬ͕ϬϬϬƉŽƉ͘

ϴ͘ϭ

ϴ͘ϵ

ϭϴ͘ϴ

&dΖƐ;ZΘWĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚͿ

ϰϭ͘ϵ

Ϯϳ͘ϯ

ϰϬ͘Ϯ

&dΖƐ;WĂƌŬƐKƉƐŽŶůǇͿ

Ͳ

Ͳ

ϰ͘ϰ

WĂƌŬƐΘZĞĐKƉĞƌĂƚŝŶŐǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ;ϮϬϮϬͿ

Ψϰ͕ϯϰϮ͕ϰϵϱ

ΨϮ͕ϴϴϱ͕ϴϰϳ

Ψϯ͕ϳϴϭ͕ϯϭϮ

ĂƉŝƚĂůϱͲǇƌƵĚŐĞƚ

Ψϱ͕ϬϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ

ΨϮ͕ϵϯϯ͕ϲϱϬ

Ψϱ͕ϬϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ

ĂƉŝƚĂůƵĚŐĞƚĨŽƌĨŝƐĐĂůǇĞĂƌ

Ψϭ͕ϭϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ

ΨϮ͕ϱϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ

Ψϳϭϲ͕ϯϭϰ

Ͳ

Ͳ

Ϯϭ͕ϲϲϬ

Ϯ͕Ϯϴϭ

Ϯ͕ϮϬϰ

ϭ͕ϵϲϵ

WŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶ;ϮϬϮϬͿ
ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐͬWĂƌŬ;ϮϬϮϬͿ
KƉĞƌĂƚŝŶŐΨͬĂƉŝƚĂ;ϮϬϮϬͿ

Ψϴϭ͘ϭϵ

Ψϵϱ͘ϯϰ

Ψϭϳϰ͘ϱϴ

KƉĞƌĂƚŝŶŐΨͬ&d

Ψϵϳ͕Ϭϵϯ

ΨϭϬϰ͕ϯϭϴ

Ψϵϰ͕ϬϲϮ

WĂƌŬůĂŶĚƐ͗ĐƌĞƐͬϭ͕ϬϬϬ
WŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶĞŶƐŝƚǇ;ηͬƐƋ͘ŵŝ͘Ϳ

WASHINGTON STATE COMMUNITY COMPARISONS
While no two agencies provide identical
facilities or services, comparisons aim to
help predict needs for Mountlake Terrace
and their human resources that contribute
to the ongoing maintenance of parks
facilities. A more focused comparison

ϵ͘ϵ

ϵ͘ϲ

ϭϮ͘ϲ

Ͳ

хϮ͕ϱϬϬ

ϱ͕ϯϯϱ

LQFOXGHGWKHUHYLHZRIVL[VLPLODUO\VL]HG
cities in western Washington to see
how population density, number of park
facilities and acreages, and household
LQFRPHPLJKWDHFWGHPDQGVRQVWDௗQJ
RUEXGJHWV)LJXUHFRPSDUHV0RXQWODNH
Terrace with selected communities with
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DŽƵŶƚůĂŬĞ
dĞƌƌĂĐĞ

ĂŵĂƐ

SRSXODWLRQVL]HVRIWR
residents. Population densities across these
comparable cities were much lower than
Mountlake Terrace, but the rates of growth
IRUYHRXWRIVL[FRPPXQLWLHVZHUHPXFK
higher.

   

ŽǀŝŶŐƚŽŶ

DĞƌĐĞƌ/ƐůĂŶĚ

WŽƌƚŶŐĞůĞƐ ĂƚƚůĞ'ƌŽƵŶĚ DĂƉůĞsĂůůĞǇ

WŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶ͕ϮϬϮϬ͕K&D

Ϯϭ͕ϲϲϬ

Ϯϱ͕ϭϰϬ

ϮϬ͕ϱϯϬ

Ϯϰ͕ϲϵϬ

ϭϵ͕ϳϭϬ

ϮϮ͕ϭϴϬ

Ϯϲ͕ϲϯϬ

WŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶͬƐƋ͘ŵŝ͕͘ϮϬϭϬ

ϱ͕ϯϯϰ͘ϵϴ

ϭ͕ϴϲϯ͘ϲϬ

ϯ͕ϱϬϯ͘ϰϭ

ϯ͕ϵϬϲ͘ϲϱ

ϭ͕ϴϰϮ͘Ϭϲ

ϯ͕Ϭϵϳ͘ϳϳ

ϰ͕ϲϱϱ͘ϱϵ

ϰ͘Ϭϲ

ϭϯ͘ϰϵ

ϱ͘ϴϲ

ϲ͘ϯϮ

ϭϬ͘ϳ

ϳ͘ϭϲ

ϱ͘ϳϮ

>ĂŶĚƌĞĂ͕ϮϬϭϬ
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ϳ͘ϯϬй

Ϯϯ͘ϮϬй

ϮϬ͘ϲϬй

ϭϰ͘ϭϬй

ϲ͘ϮϬй

ϭϵ͘ϰϬй

ϭϵ͘ϳϬй

DĞĚŝĂŶ,ŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚŝŶĐŽŵĞ

ΨϳϮ͕ϵϱϱ

Ψϭϭϭ͕ϱϴϰ

ΨϭϬϱ͕ϭϱϰ

Ψϭϰϳ͕ϱϲϲ

Ψϰϳ͕Ϯϱϲ

Ψϳϱ͕ϮϬϴ

Ψϭϭϰ͕ϭϱϵ

Examining the recreation and park services
across all seven communities demonstrates
the high degree of variability in provision
of services, allocation of resources and
VWDௗQJUHODWLYHWRSRSXODWLRQDQGV\VWHP
DFUHDJH7KHUHLVQR֡RQHVL]HWVDOO֢
approach, and each jurisdiction may have
VRPHRXWVWDQGLQJIDFLOLW\WKDWGHQHVLWV
department and distinguishes it from other

providers. Additionally, many cities have
separated recreation and parks services
from parks maintenance operations, where
facility care is managed under public
works. Also, communities that provide an
aquatic center or recreation center provide
VLJQLFDQWO\PRUH)7(VWRVXFFHVVIXOO\
operate and program these facilities.

$VZLWKDJHQF\FRPSDULVRQVGLHUHQW
W\SHVRISDUNVZLWKGLHUHQWOHYHOVRI
development and unique characteristics
create additional variability in comparing
across agencies the amount of labor
required for annual care. Parks with
H[WHQVLYHPXOWLSXUSRVHPRZQJUDVVHOGV
will demand higher labor hours than parks
with natural areas and much smaller mown
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pads, and spray parks require regular daily
monitoring and inspections to ensure that
the public exposure to water meets public
health and safety requirements. With
VSHFLDOL]HGSDUNDPHQLWLHVLQFUHDVHGODERU
will be required.

grass areas. More intensive park labor tasks
are typically associated with mowing and
janitorial/restroom cleaning. Parks without
restrooms or irrigated turf grass would
KDYHVLJQLFDQWO\ORZHUGHPDQGVRQODERU
time. Parks with water features, splash

 4      . 7
EZWŐĞŶĐǇDĞƚƌŝĐƐ

ůůŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ

ϮϬ͕ϬϬϬƚŽ
ϰϵ͕ϵϵϵƉŽƉ͘

DŽƵŶƚůĂŬĞ
dĞƌƌĂĐĞ

   
ĂŵĂƐ

ŽǀŝŶŐƚŽŶ

DĞƌĐĞƌ/ƐůĂŶĚ WŽƌƚŶŐĞůĞƐ ĂƚƚůĞ'ƌŽƵŶĚ DĂƉůĞsĂůůĞǇ

WĂƌŬͬK^&ĂĐŝůŝƚŝĞƐ

Ϯϭ

ϯϮ

ϭϭ

ϭϰ

ϰ

ϰϭ

Ϯϯ

ϴ

ϵ

dŽƚĂůWĂƌŬͬ&ĂĐŝůŝƚǇĐƌĞƐ

ϰϱϴ

ϱϬϬ

ϮϳϮ

ϲϬϬ

ϱϯ͘ϴ

ϰϳϵ

ϮϳϬ

ϮϬϬ

ϯϮϯ͘ϳϳ
ΨϭϬ͕ϳϯϭ

KƉĞƌĂƚŝŶŐΨͬĐƌĞWĂƌŬůĂŶĚƐ;ϮϬϮϬͿ

Ψϳ͕ϭϲϬ

Ψϴ͕ϱϮϮ

ΨϮ͕ϵϴϵ

Ψϭ͕ϳϴϮ

Ψϭϱ͕ϰϵϭ

Ψϲ͕ϵϯϳ

Ψϭϯ͕ϯϱϮ

Ψϰ͕ϭϰϭ͘ϰϲ

ĐƌĞƐŽĨŶŽŶͲƉĂƌŬƐŝƚĞƐ

ϭϬ

ϲ

Ϯ

ϲϱϬ

ϭϭϬ͘ϰϴ

Ͳ

Ͳ

Ͳ

Ͳ

dŽƚĂůĐƌĞƐ;ŽƚŚͿ

ϱϲϱ

ϲϯϰ

Ϯϳϰ

ϭϮϱϬ

ϭϲϰ͘Ϯϴ

ϰϳϵ

ϮϳϬ

ϮϬϬ

ϯϮϯ͘ϳϳ
Ϯ͘ϲ

dŽƚĂůdƌĂŝůDŝůĞƐDĂŶĂŐĞĚ

ϭϭ

ϴ͘ϱ

ϭϱ͘ϴ

ϮϬ͘ϳ

ϯ͘ϴϰ

Ϯϵ

ϴ͘ϱ

Ͳ

&dƐͬϭϬ͕ϬϬϬƉŽƉ͘

ϴ͘ϭ

ϴ͘ϵ

ϭϴ͘ϴ

ϰ͘ϱ

ϭϭ͘ϵ

ϭϬ

ϭϮ͘ϳ

Ͳ

ϱ͘Ϭ

&dΖƐ;ZΘWĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚͿ

ϰϭ͘ϵ

Ϯϳ͘ϯ

ϰϬ͘Ϯ

ϭϭ

Ϯϱ͘ϯ

Ϯϲ͘Ϭϰ

Ϯϱ͘ϲ

ϭ

ϭϯ͘ϱ

&dΖƐ;WĂƌŬƐKƉƐŽŶůǇͿ
WĂƌŬƐΘZĞĐKƉĞƌĂƚŝŶŐǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ;ϮϬϮϬͿ

Ͳ

Ͳ

ϰ͘ϰ

ϲ

Ͳ

ϭϭ͘ϳ

ϴ

Ͳ

ϳ͘ϱ

Ψϰ͕ϯϰϮ͕ϰϵϱ

ΨϮ͕ϴϴϱ͕ϴϰϳ

Ψϯ͕ϳϴϭ͕ϯϭϮ

ΨϮ͕ϮϮϳ͕ϭϲϮ

ΨϮ͕ϱϰϰ͕ϵϭϰ

Ψϯ͕ϯϮϮ͕ϳϮϰ

Ψϯ͕ϲϬϱ͕ϬϬϬ

ΨϴϮϴ͕Ϯϵϭ

Ψϯ͕ϰϳϰ͕ϯϮϬ

PREDICTING FUTURE STAFFING NEEDS

park operations could be examined across
the park system with more clarity. This
per acre information can be extrapolated
WRSUHGLFWKRZPXFKVWDௗQJPLJKWEH
necessary per new park. A new, 5-acre
neighborhood park would require the time
RI~)7(HTXLYDOHQW)RUHYHU\IRXUQHZ
QHLJKERUKRRGSDUNVRQH)7(VKRXOGEH
DGGHGWRFRYHUQHFHVVDU\ODERUQHHGV)RU
a 20-acre community park, one full time

7RKHOSSUHGLFWWKHIXWXUHVWDௗQJQHHG
as new parks and additional amenities
DUHGHYHORSHGDQH[DPSOH VHH)LJXUH
EHORZ IURPD3DFLF1RUWKZHVWSDUN
V\VWHPRHUVDORRNDWWKHODERUKRXUVDQG
costs on a per park basis with distinctions
made for type of park being maintained.
This park provider was not involved
with recreation programming, so the

VWDZRXOGEHQHHGHGWRHQVXUHSURSHUFDUH
and maintenance of the new facility. This
comparison includes mowing time as part
of the labor need. The agency in the table
below uses in-house labor for mowing
services. Mountlake Terrace could compare
their full-time equivalents when using the
sample park system for predicting future
labor needs.
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'ƌĞĞŶ^ƉĂĐĞƐͬhŶĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚWĂƌŬƐ

ϱ͘ϲ

ΨϮ͕ϰϬϬ

ϭϲ

Ϯϴ

ϰϰϴ

Ϭ͘Ϯ

While the regional parks in the sample
SDUNV\VWHPFRQWDLQHGVLJQLFDQWQDWXUDO
areas, the developed portion of those parks
were intensely used by a large population,
thus requiring daily maintenance and
cleaning of picnic shelters, restrooms, litter,
HWF7KHSDUNV\VWHPZDVVWDHGZLWK
)7(VDFURVVDFUHVRISDUNODQG:KHQ
combining the manpower with acreage,
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dŽƚĂůůĂďŽƌ
ŚŽƵƌƐ

WKHUHVXOWLQJUDWLRLV)7(SHUDFUH,I
the same ratio was applied for Mountlake
7HUUDFH )7(VDFURVVDFUHV WKH
UHVXOWLV)7(VSHUDFUH֝FRQVLGHUDEO\
OHVVVWDௗQJIRUSDUNRSHUDWLRQV
In addition to general operations and
maintenance for a park system in a
growing population, Mountlake Terrace

LVSODQQLQJWRDFFRPSOLVKDVLJQLFDQW
amount of capital improvement projects
in the next three to ten years to upgrade
facilities, develop parks and improve the
trail system. To achieve the required level
of development, parks operations will likely
UHTXLUHDGGLWLRQDOPDLQWHQDQFHVWD
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8. Veterans Memorial Park

A

s a component of this RPOS Plan, the
City of Mountlake Terrace initiated
the development of a conceptual
master plan for Veterans Memorial Park,
a treasured park and natural area located
in the heart of the City’s Town Center.
The conceptual master plan will guide
future decision-making for the park, and
the overarching goal is to balance the
development of recreation opportunities
and pedestrian connections through the site
with retention of the park’s urban forest.

SITE CONTEXT & DESIGN
CONSIDERATIONS
The 8.3-acre park boasts a dense forest
populated with second growth trees,
ZDONLQJWUDLOVDSOD\DUHDJD]HERSLFQLF
areas, a veterans memorial, a drainage
feature and varied topography that includes
steep slopes. Veterans Memorial Park is
DQNHGE\WKH6RXQG7UDQVLW/LJKW5DLO
Station (Transit Center) to the west, which
is currently under construction, the rapidly
developing Town Center to the east, and
the Civic Campus development to the
north, which houses City Hall, Police
6WDWLRQ)LUH6WDWLRQ/LEUDU\DQGWKHQHZ
-HUU\6PLWK7RZQ&HQWHU3OD]D

A primary component of the park is the
main trail that traverses the site in an east/
west orientation and connects 58th Ave W
to the Transit Center. Other trails, both
formal and informal, spiderweb through
the site and connect to 60th Ave W and
the Civic Campus. The City has secured
a grant through the Sound Transit Access
)XQGWRLPSURYHWKHWUDLOZKLFKZLOO
enhance pedestrian access to the Transit
Center. The grant includes funding to
upgrade the trail to an 8-foot wide, asphalt
paved ADA accessible route with lighting
and a new footbridge across the drainage
feature.
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Participants in the planning process
highlighted the importance of this park
for its woodland character, as a gathering
area, for dog walking, trail walking,
running, picnicking and other recreational
uses. Some community members have
expressed concerns regarding safety in the
SDUNGXHWRWUDQVLHQWXVHXQDXWKRUL]HG
encampments, lack of lighting, degraded
trails and an overgrown understory that
restricts visibility. Despite these challenges,
the park remains an asset valued by the
community for its beautiful forest and
incredible potential.
A number of planning documents provided
guidance applicable to the development
of conceptual alternatives for Veterans
Memorial Park, including the following:
ّ Previous Veterans Memorial Park Master
Plan (1984)
ّ Previous Recreation, Park, and Open
Space Plans (1993, 2009, 2015)
ّ 9HWHUDQV3DUN)RUHVW0DQDJHPHQW3ODQ
(1992)
ّ Town Center Plan (2009)
ّ 6RXQG7UDQVLW6\VWHP$FFHVV)XQG*UDQW
ّ Comprehensive Plan (2017)

CONCEPTUAL ALTERNATIVES
Three site plan concepts were drafted to
LOOXVWUDWHGLHUHQWRSWLRQVIRUWKHIXWXUHRI
Veterans Memorial Park. The conceptual
alternatives illustrated a graduated level
of development, ranging from minimal
development (Conceptual Alternative 1),
to moderate development (Conceptual
Alternative 2), to maximum development
scenarios (Conceptual Alternative 3).
Each of the three alternatives presented a
GLHUHQWZD\WRDFKLHYH$'$FRPSOLDQFH
in the main trail, as required by the Sound
7UDQVLW$FFHVV)XQGJUDQWUHVXOWLQJ
LQYHU\GLHUHQWDHVWKHWLFVDQGYDU\LQJ
impacts to the surrounding topography and
tree cover.

PREFERRED CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN
%DVHGRQSXEOLFDQGVWDLQSXWDQDO
preferred concept was developed, which
was a variation of Concept Alternative 3.
Preferences noted from the public include
DORQJHUDWWHUPDLQWUDLOZLWKRXWWKHQHHG
for handrails even if the removal of some
trees was necessary. Other preferences of
note include:

ّ Restroom installation
ّ Gathering place / picnic areas
ّ Upgraded play equipment
ّ Veteran Memorial or tribute
improvements
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important destinations: Civic Campus,
60th Ave W, 58th Ave W, and the Transit
Center.
ّ A Vegetation Management Plan should be
developed with a detailed Tree Survey as
a component to more fully ascertain the
location and scope of selective thinning
based on trail alignment, park design, and

the park edges should be designed in
detail using Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design (CPTED)
principles. These areas should have an
open, welcoming feel towards the park
and should not locate parking, utility or
maintenance facilities facing park.
ّ Direct pedestrian access between the park
and adjacent private properties that is
supported by private property owners shall
the greatest extent possible.
ّ Nature themed play area and natural

structure
ّ Adding a restroom

EXLOGLQJPDWHULDOVWKDWUHHFWWKHFKDUDFWHU

ّ Surfacing selected trails in gravel to

and quality of the site and City branding
should be incorporated into the park

improve durability

design.

ّ Upgrading the play equipment
ّ Accommodating connections to the future
ّ )URQWDJHLPSURYHPHQWVDORQJWK$YH

ّ 0DLQWHQDQFHOHYHOVRISDUNVKRXOGUHHFW
goals of design, CPTED, and results of
vegetation management plan.

W.

species removal / supplemental native
plantings

and provide connection between these

be integrated into the park trail system to

development to the south of the park
ّ Restoration of natural areas / invasive

to accessibility standards, will be lit,

health of forested areas.

ّ 5HSODFLQJWKHH[LVWLQJJD]HERZLWKDQHZ

ّ Trail improvements with trail lighting

ّ Primary Connector Trails will be built

ّ The interface between buildings and

ّ Mountlake Terrace Municipal Code

7KURXJKPXOWLSOHHQJDJHPHQWHRUWV
community members provided insights
and direction toward preferences and
site plan concepts. Based on results from
both surveys the highest priority potential
improvements to the park include:

Guiding Policies, as a result of more inGHSWKGLVFXVVLRQDPRQJ&LW\VWDDUH
LGHQWLHGEHORZDQGDUHLQWHQGHGWRDVVLVW
with implementation and planning for
phased development.

In July and August, a Preferred
Conceptual Master Plan was presented
to the Recreation and Parks Advisory
Commission, the Planning Commission
and the City Council that incorporated all
prior input. The graphic on the following
page is the Preferred Concept Plan.

Appendix G more completely describes the
master plan process, provides an opinion
of probable cost and describes guiding
policies for future development.
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Wayfinding Signs

Civic
Campus

58th Ave W

60th Ave W

LEGEND

Police
Station

Pedestrian Trail Lighting

Viewpoint, ADA Ramp
and Wayfinding Sign
Campus Connector Trail

Type A - 6’ Wide ADA Accessible Asphalt with Lighting

Wayfinding Signs

Located at all Park Entrances

North Connector Trail

Type A - 6’ Wide Asphalt Surface with Lighting;
ADA accessible where possible

Opportunity Site for
Gathering/Picnic Tables

Drainage
Channel

Bunker Structure Below Grade to Remain

Library

Native Surface Trails

Type C - 3’ Wide Native Soil Surface;
Not ADA accessible

Veterans Memorial Park Boundary
Vegetation Management

Middle
Plateau

Gravel Connector Trail

Type B - 6’ Wide Gravel Surface

Native Surface Trails

Type C - 3’ Wide Native Soil Surface; Reroute
existing trail to reduce erosion; Not ADA accessible

234th St SW
Frontage Improvements

Footbridge and Interpretive Sign
Native Surface Trails

Picnic
Area

Type C - 3’ Wide Native Soil Surface;
Not ADA accessible

Main Trail

NORTH

Restored
Upper Lawn

Trails to Future
Adjacent Development

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK | PREFERRED PLAN
MOUNTLAKE TERRACE RPOS | October 2021

Picnic Table
Upper Loop Trail
Picnic Shelter

Transit Center

80

Planting strip with street trees and
widened sidewalk per City Code

Type A - 8’ Wide ADA Accessible
Asphalt with Lighting and Benches

Type A - 8’ Wide ADA Accessible Asphalt with
Lighting; Provide Low Retaining Walls as Necessary

0 20 40
SCALE

Main Trail

Type A - 8’ Wide ADA Accessible Asphalt with
Lighting; Provide Low Retaining Walls as Necessary

Remove invasive species and pocket plant with
native plantings in all disturbed areas on site;
Selective tree thinning throughout Park

Existing Stormwater Pond

Pedestrian Lighting Along Trails

Nature Themed Play Area
2-5 and 5-12 Year Old Areas

Two Stall Restroom
Veterans Memorial

Viewing Plaza with Seating

Accessible Entrance
Service Vehicle Entrance

235th St SW

PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK
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9. Trails & Pathways
Trails and pathways are critical links in Mountlake Terrace’s active
transportation network – connecting people to parks, schools and
other key destinations and creating opportunities for active lifestyles. Providing access to public places and routes is a critical piece
of infrastructure for this healthy and livable community.

T

he assessment and recommendations
described in this chapter provide an
overview of the system of walking and
biking trails and pathways for outdoor
recreation.

ّ Sports Participation Survey by the
National Sporting Goods Association
ّ State of the Industry Report by the
5HFUHDWLRQ0DQDJHPHQW0DJD]LQH
ّ Outdoor Recreation in America by the
Recreation Roundtable

TRAIL USE TRENDS
Walking and hiking continue to be
the most popular recreational activities
nationally and regionally, with
approximately 47% participating in
these activities based on statewide data.
)XUWKHUPRUHRYHUWKHSDVWWHQ\HDUV
national recreation studies have consistently
ranked walking and hiking as the most
popular form of outdoor recreation. These
studies include:

According to the 2020 Outdoor
Participation Report published by the
2XWGRRU)RXQGDWLRQUXQQLQJ LQFOXGLQJ
jogging and trail running) was the most
popular activity among Americans when
measured by number of participants and by
number of total annual outings. Running
was also the most popular outdoor activity
IRUDOOHWKQLFJURXSV:DONLQJIRUWQHVV
is the most popular crossover activity. The
biggest motivator for outdoor participation
ZDVJHWWLQJH[HUFLVH)RUWKHVHRXWGRRU
recreation trends and preferences, trails are
a required infrastructure.
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The COVID-19 pandemic caused a
radical change in park agencies across the
country. Indoor facilities and in-person
programming were shutdown and then
only partially restarted in 2020. Local and
regional park and recreational agencies
that managed trail systems were pressed to
adapt to heavy use and crowded trailhead
parking, as many people shifted their
daily exercise routines to outdoor walking
and bicycling. These higher demands for
outdoor recreation facilities and access
FRLQFLGHGZLWKSDUNDQGUHFUHDWLRQVWDௗQJ
reductions.
7KH6SRUWV )LWQHVV,QGXVWU\
7RSOLQH5HSRUWLGHQWLHGVSRUWVWKDWPDGH
great strides in the last six years to include
trail running, cardio tennis, BMX biking
DQGGD\KLNLQJ)RUPRVWDJHVHJPHQWV
activities that households aspired to (e.g.,
VKLQJFDPSLQJELNLQJDQGKLNLQJ 
related to the need for supporting trail
infrastructure.
An August 2020 report from the Outdoor
Industries Association indicated the
COVID-related impacts to participation
in April, May and June that revealed
$PHULFDQVRFNLQJWRRXWGRRUUHFUHDWLRQ
amid COVID restrictions. Americans took
XSQHZDFWLYLWLHVLQVLJQLFDQWQXPEHUV
with the biggest gains in running, cycling
and hiking. Walking, running and

hiking were widely considered the safest
activities during pandemic shutdowns.
Reviewing just April, May and June 2020,
participation rates for day hiking rose more
than any other activity, up 8.4%.

LOCAL INSIGHTS
COMMUNITY SURVEY
In October 2020, a mail and online
community survey was conducted and
promoted through the City’s social
media and City Happenings newsletter.
Respondents reported that their most
common reason and most popular activity
for visiting a park was for walking or
UXQQLQJ7KHVXUYH\DOVRLGHQWLHGWKDW
recreation walking and biking trails were
the most important features to be added
to the park system. One of the top three
priorities for future park and recreation
projects was expanding recreational or
commuter trails. When considering
the adequacy of number and variety of
SDUNDQGUHFUHDWLRQRSWLRQVRHUHGE\
0RXQWODNH7HUUDFHUHVSRQGHQWVLGHQWLHG
that adding more walking and biking trails
FRXOGEHEHQHFLDO

ONLINE OPEN HOUSE
An online open house was conducted in
April 2021 to gather input on community
preferences and priorities for parks and
recreation resources. Consistent with the
community survey, expanding recreational
or commuter trails was one of the top
priorities. Considering a list for future
system investments, the installation of
signs and maps at parks and along trails to
LPSURYHZD\QGLQJZDVUDQNHGDVDWRSRU
high priority by 45% of respondents.
Most directly related to trail considerations,
the online open house asked participants
to identify potential bike routes and trail
system improvements by asking what
destinations need to connect in Mountlake
7HUUDFH/LVWHGLQWKH)LJXUHEHORZ
WKHUHVSRQVHVZHUHUDQNHGE\LGHQWLHG
locations needing trail connections.
5HVSRQGHQWVLGHQWLHGWK6W6:
between I-5 and 56th Ave W, as well as
66th Ave W from Interurban Trail to
236th St SW, as the most needed trail and
pathway connections.

(&     . AB; . 11 9 

^ĞŐŵĞŶƚ/ŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚŽŶDĂƉ

ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞƐ WĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ

͗ϮϯϲƚŚ^ƚ^tĐŽŶŶĞĐƚŝŽŶ;/ͲϱƚŽϱϲƚŚǀĞtͿ

ϱϬ

ϱϮй

͗ϲϲƚŚǀĞt;/ŶƚĞƌƵƌďĂŶdƌĂŝůƚŽϮϯϲƚŚ^ƚ^tͿ

ϰϰ

ϰϲй

͗ϱϲƚŚǀĞtĂŶĚϱϴƚŚǀĞt

Ϯϴ

Ϯϵй

͗ϮϮϴƚŚ^ƚ^tͬϮϯϬƚŚ^ƚ^t;ϲϲƚŚǀĞtƚŽϱϲƚŚǀĞtͿ

Ϯϳ

Ϯϴй

,͗ϮϮϬƚŚ^ƚ^t;ϱϴƚŚǀĞtƚŽϱϮŶĚǀĞtĂƚDŽƵŶƚůĂŬĞdĞƌƌĂĐĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ

Ϯϲ

Ϯϳй

͗ϰϴƚŚǀĞt;ϮϭϮƚŚ^ƚ^tƚŽϮϯϲƚŚ^ƚ^tͿ

Ϯϰ

Ϯϱй

'͗ϮϮϴƚŚ^ƚ^t;ϰϴƚŚǀĞtΘϰϰƚŚǀĞtͿ

Ϯϯ

Ϯϰй

&͗ϰϰƚŚǀĞt;ϮϭϮƚŚ^ƚ^tƚŽϮϮϴ^ƚ^tͿ

Ϯϭ

ϮϮй

ϭ

ϭй

KƚŚĞƌ͗

dŽƚĂůƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞƐ
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Also in the online open house, questions
were included about the conceptual master
plan designs being proposed for Veterans
0HPRULDO3DUN7UDLOVZHUHLGHQWLHGDVDQ
important element for park users. In answer
to a question about Veterans Memorial
Park’s main trail, most respondents (76%)
preferred a re-design of the trail to create
DORQJHUDWWHUOHVVH[SHQVLYHSDWK QRW
IXOO\$'$FRPSOLDQW ZLWKRXWKDQGUDLOV 
that may involve removal of a few trees.
The majority of respondents (61%) also
indicated a preference for some of the
other Veterans Memorial Park trails to
be resurfaced with gravel to improve
durability.

KEY COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
The City of Mountlake Terrace
Transportation Master Plan, adopted in
November 2007, addresses streets, transit,
walkways, and bicycle facilities to guide
the development of surface transportation
in the City consistent with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan. The Transportation
Master Plan assesses future needs and
SURSRVHVSURMHFWVWRDGGUHVVLGHQWLHG
LVVXHVDQGGHFLHQFLHVZLWKLQWKHOLPLWV
of available funding. Walkability and
FRQYHQLHQWELF\FOLQJDUHWKHWZRGHQHG
categories for goals and policies in the
Plan that relate to a more comprehensive
trail system for Mountlake Terrace. The
Plan Elements include a Sidewalk Plan
and a Bicycle Plan. Both elements provide
an inventory of existing facilities, an
assessment of needs and recommended
improvements.

SIDEWALK PLAN
7KH6LGHZDON3ODQLGHQWLHGWKHFXUUHQW
inventory of sidewalks and curb ramps, the
need for future sidewalk connections, and
ADA accessibility improvements. The City
KDVGHYHORSHGDSULRULWL]DWLRQSURFHVVWR
evaluate potential walkway projects using
eight walkway selection criteria: pedestrian
safety, distance from schools, connectivity
with community facilities and commercial
centers, arterial walkways, connectivity

to transit routes and facilities, existing
infrastructure, continuity – link, and public
support. Each criteria are weighted by
points to combine a scoring for ranking
projects for future implementation. The
top three ranked sidewalk projects were
along 48th Avenue SW, extending from
214th Street SW to 219th Street SW in
three separate sections. Sidewalk projects
totaled 62 sidewalk segments estimated
to cost $14,506,100 in total. Due to
the high implementation cost, the Plan
recommended that the City fund an annual
sidewalk program of $100,000 over an 18year period to accomplish approximately
8 of the potential sidewalk locations.
Annual program review and the pursuit
of state and federal grant funding was also
recommended.

BICYCLING PLAN
As part of the City Transportation Plan,
a bicycle plan was conducted to examine
existing bicycle routes and consider several
types of bicycle facility improvements
including shared roadways, bicycle lanes
and separated bicycle trails. The separated
ELNHWUDLOVZHUHVKDUHGXVHQRQPRWRUL]HG
pathways either separated from or outside
of a road right-of-way. The Bicycle Plan
LGHQWLHGVSHFLFGHVLJQDWHGELNHURXWHV
and recommended facility improvements.
Bicycle parking was needed and additional
bike parking was proposed for Cityowned properties as well as a standard
bicycle parking rack for new commercial
developments on private parking. Most
of the recommended implementation
projects proposed in the Bicycle Plan
involved bicycle lane and shared roadway
improvements. A multi use path was
recommended for the Nile Temple Golf
Course with an estimated cost of $1.6
million. The need for enhancing safe
bicycle and pedestrian connections to the
,QWHUXUEDQ7UDLOZDVDOVRUHFRJQL]HGLQ
both plans.

INTERURBAN TRAIL
The Interurban Trail travels through
Snohomish and King Counties generally
following the route of former Interurban

Trolley that ran from Seattle to Everett
from 1910 through 1939. The Trail starts
in northwest Seattle and ends on a sidewalk
at the intersection of Colby Avenue
and 41st Street in Everett. The 24-mile
trail goes through the communities of
Shoreline, Mountlake Terrace, Edmonds,
and Lynnwood. Along its route there are
gaps where the 10-12-foot paved path is
detoured into bikes lanes, wide shoulders,
ORZWUDௗFVKDUHGVWUHHWVDQGVLGHZDONV
Detours should be marked with the
Interurban Trail signs showing a red arrow
on a green circle. In Snohomish County,
the 11.8-mile segment of the Trail is a
joint project between Snohomish County,
the cities of Everett and Lynnwood and
Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish
County. The District granted an easement
to Mountlake Terrace for the extension
of the Trail along the right-of-way of
the former trolley line from 212th Street
SW to 226th Street SW. As part of the
easement, the City agrees to maintain the
Trail corridor and it responsible for the trail
amenities within its jurisdiction.
The Trail aligns approximately with
the City’s western boundary. A spur
trail opened 2015 that extends from the
Interurban Trail at 228th and follows
eastward along Lakeview Drive and the
frontage of Ballinger Park to I-5, near the
Transit Center.
As it travels through numerous jurisdictions
DQGFRQWLQXHVWREHFRPSRVHGRIRURDG
separated multi use path and shared onroad alignments, the Interurban Trail hosts
a variety of signage styles, messaging and
LQFRQVLVWHQWZD\QGLQJ2QFHFRPSOHWHG
and connecting all sections of the former
trolley alignment on Snohomish and
.LQJ&RXQWLHVDFRQVLVWHQWZD\QGLQJ
signage system should be applied to help
users navigate all the segments of the Trail.
The Trail provides opportunities for each
community along its route to add placemaking, unique public art displays that add
interest and character to sections of the
route.
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TRAIL DESIGN & STANDARDS
7UDLOVDUHQRQPRWRUL]HGUHFUHDWLRQDQGWUDQVSRUWDWLRQQHWZRUNVLGHDOO\VHSDUDWHGIURP
roadways. Trails can be developed to accommodate multiple or shared uses, such as
SHGHVWULDQVDQGELF\FOLVWVRUDVLQJOHXVH:DONLQJURXWHVPD\FRPELQHRURDGDQGRQ
road facilities. Recreation trail alignments aim to link to natural systems, public and civic
activity centers, neighborhoods, schools and commercial centers. The City is working
to develop an interconnected system of trails, sidewalks and bicycle routes that allow
alternative modes of travel for the community. The City seeks to provide a trail network
comprised of local trails and connections to the Interurban Trail. These interconnected
OLQNDJHVHQDEOHUHFUHDWLRQDOWUDLOXVHUVWRFUHDWHORRSVRULQGLYLGXDOL]HGURXWHVGHSHQGLQJRQ
GHVLUHGWUDYHOGLVWDQFHVRUVSHFLFGHVWLQDWLRQV
The following should be considered in future planning to expand the trail network.
ّ Trails should be located and designed to provide a diversity of challenges. Enhance
accessibility wherever possible, the high priority being loop or destination opportunities on
portions of trails near staging areas.
ّ Local trails should be required in residential subdivision planning and should connect to the
City’s trail system and neighboring local trails. Trail locations can be determined during the
land use review process.
ّ During the land development approval process, dedication of right-of-way for recreational
trails should be required.
ّ Additional trail easements or dedications should be sought to complete missing trail segments,
link parks and expand the overall trail network into areas that are already developed. If no
other means can be found to provide missing links, on-street trail links should be used.
ّ Whenever possible, recreational trails should be separated from the roadway. Where routes use
H[LVWLQJVWUHHWVWKHWUDLOVKRXOGEHGHVLJQHGWRPLQLPL]HSRWHQWLDOFRQLFWVEHWZHHQPRWRULVWV
and trail users.

TRAIL CLASSIFICATION / DESIGN
'HQLQJDQGUHLQIRUFLQJDUHFUHDWLRQDOWUDLOFODVVLFDWLRQHVWDEOLVKHVDIUDPHZRUNIRUWUDLO
GHVLJQDQGHQDEOHVWKHSULRULWL]DWLRQRISURSRVHGWUDLOHQKDQFHPHQWVDQGGHYHORSPHQW7KH
UHFUHDWLRQDOWUDLOFODVVLFDWLRQV\VWHPLVEDVHGRQDWLHUHGQHWZRUNDQGLQFOXGHVYHWUDLO
categories: regional, connector, local, park trails and pathways and special use trails.
ّ Regional Trail: Regional trails act as the spine of the trail network and provide major
FRQQHFWLRQVWRDGMDFHQWFRPPXQLWLHVDQGVLJQLFDQWQDWXUDOIHDWXUHVVXFKDVULYHUVDQG
streams, public facilities and areas of interest. The Interurban Trail serves as the regional trail
connecting Mountlake Terrace to Lynnwood, Edmonds and beyond.
ّ Connector Trail: &RQQHFWRUWUDLOVSURYLGHUHFUHDWLRQDOEHQHWVE\OLQNLQJWRUHJLRQDOWUDLOV
and important land uses and areas of interest, often within a neighborhood, sometimes along
street right-of-way. They also create recreation loops to public parks, natural areas and other
environmental destinations. These trails serve the community and help connect the trail
system to provide needed access and recreational options. The Terrace Creek Trail is a northsouth connector trail. A spur of the Interurban Trail along Lakeview Drive and 228th is an
east-west connector trail.
ّ Local Trail: Local trails are located within neighborhoods and typically cover short distances.
Local routes can serve several functions. They can provide connection to the regional or
connector trails, provide a local recreational loop or provide access to and connect local
features such as parks, community centers and schools. As the City continues its progress in
connecting sidewalks, parks, schools, and retail centers, local trails can provide the links across
neighborhoods to help create a network of walking/biking opportunities.
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ّ Park Trail: 3DUNWUDLOVDUHLQWHULRUORRSVRUSRLQWWRSRLQWURXWHVZLWKLQSDUNVSOD]DVRU
other public properties and include paved or unpaved walking paths. Depending on use,
ORFDWLRQDQGXQGHUO\LQJFRQGLWLRQVWKHWUDLOVXUIDFHPDWHULDOPD\EHQDWLYHVRLOIRUHVWGX
wood chips, gravel or crushed rock, asphalt or concrete. Within Mountlake Terrace parks,
walking trails provide connections and access to park amenities as well as connections across
neighborhoods and, in some case, trailheads to other trails. These park trails are an amenity
within parks as destinations for local residents. Loop trails that follow the perimeter of a park
are especially popular for park users, as demonstrated by the loop trail in Bicentennial Park.

TRAIL STANDARDS
Mountlake Terrace does not have adopted standards for the provision of trail mileage
for measuring the performance of its network of trails and pathways. Rather, the city has
adopted an approach to creating a comprehensive active transportation network to provide
DFFHVVWRDOOFLWL]HQVLQDYDULHW\RIPRGHVRIWUDYHO,QVWHDGRIVHWWLQJDVWDQGDUGRIPLOHVSHU
thousand residents, the target is an interconnected system of sidewalks, bike routes and trails
to link neighborhoods, parks, schools, businesses, destinations, adjacent communities and the
Interurban Trail. As in many communities, the major limiting factor for reaching the fully
complete and interconnected trail network is available resources to support implementation
in an existing built environment.

TRAIL HIERARCHY
The City’s Transportation Plan can be reinforced and enhanced with connections provided
WKURXJKRVWUHHWWUDLOVDQGSDWKZD\V7KLVSODQ֢VIRFXVLVSULPDULO\RQUHFUHDWLRQDQG
access to local and regional destinations without replicating the designated bike lanes and
alternative transportation element. This recreational trails system uses a trail hierarchy
)LJXUH WRFUHDWHDVHULHVRILQWHUFRQQHFWHGOLQNDJHVWKURXJKRXWDQGFRQQHFWLQJWR
Mountlake Terrace represents a trail framework based on the planned users’ volumes and
LQWHQVLW\7KLVKLHUDUFK\FRQFHSWXDOL]HVDFLUFXODWLRQQHWZRUNRIFRQQHFWHGQRQPRWRUL]HG
routes - ranging from regional and community-wide primary corridors, to secondary
neighborhood corridors and minor local spurs. These interconnected linkages enable
UHFUHDWLRQDOWUDLOXVHUVWRFUHDWHORRSVRULQGLYLGXDOL]HGURXWHVDQGHQDEOHFRPPXQLW\
members to connect to their important places depending on desired travel distances or
VSHFLFGHVWLQDWLRQV
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the regional connection as the
main ‘spine’ or backbone of the
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WAYFINDING & SIGNAGE
$JRRGZD\QGLQJV\VWHPFDQSURYLGH
DFRQVLVWHQWLGHQWLW\DQGGLVSOD\HHFWLYH
and accessible information to orient the
user. As bike routes, new sidewalks and
trail connections are developed, a system of
VLJQDJHDQGRWKHUZD\QGLQJWHFKQLTXHV
can help community members navigate
their public spaces and link to schools,
retail centers and recreational activities.
7KLVJXLGDQFHV\VWHPHQVXUHVHௗFLHQWXVH
of the trail, park or other public space and
conveys safety to the user by translating
the environment into a known geography.
Signs, symbols, mapping, color,
VWDQGDUGL]HGVLWHDPHQLWLHVFRPELQHGZLWK
good design of the physical environment
(i.e., trail or park) helps the user navigate
the space and stay comfortably oriented.

Mountlake Terrace should develop a
ZD\QGLQJSURJUDPWRLQFOXGHERWK
visual graphic standards and site furnishing
standards. The use of consistent graphics
and a coordinated hierarchy of sign
W\SHVDQGVL]HVFDQSURYLGHSDUNDQGWUDLO
XVHUVZLWKZD\QGLQJLQIRUPDWLRQWR
enhance their access and knowledge of
the recreational system available for their
HQMR\PHQW$JRRGZD\QGLQJV\VWHP
applies the “simpler is better” concept.

Such a system of signs should include trail
LGHQWLFDWLRQLQIRUPDWLRQRULHQWDWLRQ
markers, safety and regulatory messages
and a unifying design identity or element
for branding. The following signage types
should be considered and consistently
implemented throughout the network:
ّ Directional and regulatory signage
ّ Continuous route signage for route
LGHQWLFDWLRQDQGZD\QGLQJ
ّ Mileage markers or periodic information

Coordinated signage plays a crucial role
in facilitating a successful trail system. A
comprehensive and consistent signage
system is a critical component to the trail
network and is necessary to inform, orient
and educate users about the trail system
itself, as well as appropriate trail etiquette.

regarding distance to areas of interest
ّ Warning signs to caution users of
upcoming trail transitions or potential
FRQLFWVZLWKPRWRUYHKLFOHV
ّ Interpretive information regarding
ecological, historical and cultural features
found along and in proximity to the trail

RECOMMENDED CONNECTIONS
7KHSXEOLFRXWUHDFKDQGWKH&LW\7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ3ODQLGHQWLHGWKHQHHGIRUEHWWHU
walking and biking connections along 236th Street. The route traverses several hills and is
an excellent cross-town route attracting trips to the Interurban Trail and Park and Ride Lot.
The Transportation Plan recommended the additional of bicycle lanes along this route and
estimated the cost at $626,451 (Note: 2007 cost estimate). Additional public preferences for
ELNHSHGHVWULDQLPSURYHPHQWVDUHOLVWHGLQWKH)LJXUHEHORZLQWKHRUGHURIUDQNLQJIURP
WKHSXEOLFRQOLQHRSHQKRXVH7KHVHDOWHUQDWLYHWUDQVSRUWDWLRQURXWHVZHUHDOVRLGHQWLHGLQ
the Transportation Plan as recommended city improvements.
(  7:  2. AA,  +

/ĚĞŶƚŝĨŝĞĚŝŶWZK^WůĂŶKƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ

>ŝƐƚĞĚŝŶdƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƚŝŽŶWůĂŶ

ϮϬϬϳŽƐƚΎ

ϮϬϮϭŽƐƚ;ϯй
ĂŶŶ͘/ŶĨůĂƚŝŽŶͿ
Ψϵϰϳ͕ϲϬϬ

͗ϮϯϲƚŚ^ƚ^tĐŽŶŶĞĐƚŝŽŶ;/ͲϱƚŽϱϲƚŚǀĞtͿ

ϮϯϲƚŚ^ƚͬ>ĂŬĞǀŝĞǁƌŝǀĞ

ΨϲϮϲ͕ϰϱϭ

͗ϲϲƚŚǀĞt;/ŶƚĞƌƵƌďĂŶdƌĂŝůƚŽϮϯϲƚŚ^ƚ^tͿ

ϲϲǀĞŶƵĞt

Ψϯϵϴ͕ϲϱϭ

ΨϲϬϯ͕ϬϬϬ

͗ϱϲƚŚǀĞtĂŶĚϱϴƚŚǀĞt

ϱϲƚŚǀĞŶƵĞtΘϱϴǀĞŶƵĞt

Ψϰϰϯ͕ϳϱϴ

Ψϲϳϭ͕ϮϬϬ

͗ϮϮϴƚŚ^ƚ^tͬϮϯϬƚŚ^ƚ^t;ϲϲƚŚǀĞtƚŽϱϲƚŚǀĞtͿ

ϮϯϬƚŚͬϮϮϴƚŚ^ƚƌĞĞͬϮϮϲWůĂĐĞ^t

ΨϮϰ͕ϯϵϰ

Ψϯϲ͕ϵϬϬ

,͗ϮϮϬƚŚ^ƚ^t;ϱϴƚŚǀĞtƚŽD>důĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ^ĐŚŽŽůͿ

ϮϮϬƚŚ^ƚ^tͬϯϵƚŚǀĞt

Ψϭϳ͕ϳϰϭ

ΨϮϲ͕ϴϬϬ

͗ϰϴƚŚǀĞt;ϮϭϮƚŚ^ƚ^tƚŽϮϯϲƚŚ^ƚ^tͿ

ϰϴƚŚǀĞŶƵĞt

Ψϱϲϵ͕ϱϬϭ

Ψϴϲϭ͕ϰϬϬ

'͗ϮϮϴƚŚ^ƚ^t;ϰϴƚŚǀĞtΘϰϰƚŚǀĞtͿ

ϮϮϴƚŚ^ƚ^tͲĞĂƐƚΘǁĞƐƚŽĨϰϰƚŚǀĞ^t

ΨϵϬ͕ϵϲϵ

Ψϭϯϳ͕ϲϬϬ

&͗ϰϰƚŚǀĞt;ϮϭϮƚŚ^ƚ^tƚŽϮϮϴ^ƚ^tͿ

ϰϰǀĞŶƵĞtͬĞĚĂƌtĂǇ

Ψϱϲϵ͕ϱϬϭ

Ψϴϲϭ͕ϰϬϬ

ΎŽƐƚƐǁĞƌĞůŝƐƚĞĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞϮϬϬϳdƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƚŝŽŶWůĂŶ͘ƐƚŝŵĂƚĞƐƐŚŽƵůĚďĞƌĞĂƐƐĞƐƐĞĚĨŽƌĐƵƌƌĞŶƚǀĂůƵĞƐ͘

96

MOUNTLAKE TERRACE RECREATION, PARKS & OPEN SPACE PLAN | 2022

Larch

208th

½
¾

½
¾

½
¾

¾
½
66th
6
6th

44th

½
¾

½
¾

H

½
¾

E

220th

C

½
¾

G

39th

228th

½
¾

¾
½

230t
h

½
¾

¾
½
½
¾

½
¾

65th

½
¾

56th

68th

view
½
Lake ¾

D

48th

B

½
¾

58th

F

½
¾

¾
½

½
¾

5

½
¾

½
¾

½
¾

§
¦
¨

½
¾
73rd

226th

212th

½52nd
¾

20th

235th¾
½

½
¾

A

23
½6th
¾

½
¾

½
¾
edar
C¾
½

§
¦
¨
5

½
¾

½
¾

±
0

0.125

0.25

0.5

0.75

244th

Miles
1

Legend
City Limits

City Natural Areas

Interurban Trail

Golf Course

Existing Park Trails
Existing Bike Route
Potential Connections

n

Schools
School District Property
Golf Course

City Parks

MAP 8: EXISTING & POTENTIAL TRAILS & PATHWAYS
97

10. Capital Planning & Implementation
T

he following Capital Improvements
3ODQLGHQWLHVWKHSDUNWUDLODQG
facility projects considered for the
next six years or more. The majority of
these projects entail the maintenance,
acquisition and development of parks,
special recreation amenities and trails.
Based on survey results and other feedback,
Mountlake Terrace residents have indicated
an interest in park facility upgrades,
enhanced trail connections and acquisition
for future parklands as priorities, and the
&DSLWDO,PSURYHPHQWV3ODQLVUHHFWLYHRI
WKDWGHVLUH7KHIROORZLQJWDEOHVXPPDUL]HV
the aggregate capital estimates by park
types for the next six years.

(( 

  #<56 

Ψϯ͕ϵϴϳ͕ϳϬϬ

Ψϭϭ͕ϭϱϴ͕ϲϬϬ

ĐƋƵŝƐŝƚŝŽŶ
WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ
ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ
ZĞŶŽǀĂƚŝŽŶ

Ψϱϴ͕ϱϲϰ͕ϲϭϱ

The following Capital Improvements
Plan provides brief project descriptions
DQGSULRULW\UDQNLQJWRDVVLVWVWD
in preparing future capital budget
requests.
Overall, the current costs for projects
LGHQWLHGLQWKH&DSLWDO,PSURYHPHQWV
Plan (CIP) total over $53 million.
As projects are phased over the next
six to ten years, the planning-level
SURMHFWFRVWVKDYHEHHQLQDWHGDW
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Ψϭϱϰ͕ϱϬϬ

an increase of 3% annually. The
proposed project list focuses primarily
on improving existing facilities
through timely repairs, replacements
and upgrades to ensure an ongoing,
healthy and safe recreation system
for Mountlake Terrace. Over 85% of
the total CIP is aimed at repairing,
replacing or upgrading existing
infrastructure facilities and amenities.
Of the 44 proposed CIP projects,
20 projects target the replacement

or upgrade of existing facilities and
infrastructure. These projects include
WKH5HFUHDWLRQ3DYLOLRQVSRUWVHOG
upgrades to synthetic turf, and the
shared cost of the stream restoration
DW%DOOLQJHU3DUNDOOZLWKVLJQLFDQW
implementation costs.
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Mountlake Terrace RPOS
2021 Capital Facilities Plan
2022‐2031
Costs factored using 3% inflation rate

Site

Project

Current (2021) % Related to Cost Related
Cost
Growth
to Growth

D

Ballinger Park

North‐ Splash pad (@ old playground)

$

1,000,000

70%

$

700,000

$ 1,092,700

R

Ballinger Park

North‐ Splash pad restrooms/showers

$

300,000

70%

$

210,000

$

327,800

D

Ballinger Park

North‐ Splash pad amenities

$

50,000

30%

$

15,000

$

54,600

R

Ballinger Park

North‐ Entire Parking Lot Improvement

$

750,000

8%

$

60,000

$

819,500

R

Ballinger Park

North‐ Playfield conversion: lights & turf

$

2,200,000

30%

$

660,000

D

Ballinger Park

East‐ Big Swings w/ Soft Surface

$

50,000

30%

$

15,000

$

Project
Type

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027

2028‐'32

$ 2,705,700
56,300

D

Ballinger Park

East‐ Large Shelter and Seating

$

350,000

25%

$

87,500

$

393,900

D

Ballinger Park

East‐ Concrete Steps and Beach

$

2,000,000

10%

$

200,000

$

2,251,000

D

Ballinger Park

West‐ Meadow development

$

173,000

10%

$

17,300

D

Ballinger Park

West‐ Viewing Platform

$

510,000

70%

$

357,000

$

541,100

D

Ballinger Park

Entry/perimeter fencing and signage

$

150,000

0%

$

‐

$

159,100

$

189,000

D

Ballinger Park

Entire Park‐ Boulders/Bands/Pads

$

100,000

10%

$

10,000

$

112,600

D

Ballinger Park

Entire Park‐ asphalt/gravel/nature trails

$

500,000

70%

$

350,000

$

562,800

R

Ballinger Park

Center‐ USCOE stream project ‐ City‐share

$

1,898,050

0%

$

‐

D

Ballinger Park

Center‐ Community Garden/Shed

$

300,000

10%

$

30,000

$

347,800

D

Ballinger Park

Center‐ Runnel and Rain Gardens

$

100,000

10%

$

10,000

$

115,900

D

Ballinger Park

Center‐ Plaza South of Clubhouse

$

400,000

20%

$

80,000

$

463,700

R

Bicentennial Park

Playground replacement

$

85,000

10%

$

8,500 $

A

Bicentennial Park

Acquire north side access

$

55,000

10%

$

5,500

R

Bicentennial Park

Reforest ‐ tree canopy plntgs

$

30,000

0%

$

‐

$

31,800

R

Evergreen Playfields

New concession & restroom buildings

$

463,710

20%

$

92,742

$

491,900

R

Evergreen Playfields

Pathway and site improvements

$

100,000

5%

$

5,000

$

106,100

R

Evergreen Playfields

Playfield E‐6 upgrade: lights & turf

$

2,200,000

30%

$

660,000

R

Evergreen Playfields

Playfield E‐4/5 upgrade: lights & turf

$

2,200,000

30%

$

660,000

R

Evergreen Playfields

Playfield E‐3 upgrade: lights & infield turf

$

1,479,000

30%

$

443,700

R

Evergreen Playfields

Tennis Courts Restoration

$

559,000

0%

$

‐

R

Firefighters Memorial Park

Playground addition/soft surface upgrade

$

75,000

15%

$

11,250

$

82,000

R

Firefighters Memorial Park

Amenity upgrades (tables, benches, signs)

$

10,000

10%

$

1,000

$

10,900

R

Forest Crest Playfields

Field improvements‐sand‐based

$

200,000

0%

$

‐

D

Forest Crest Playfields

Spectator seating

$

45,000

0%

$

‐

D

Forest Crest Playfields

Restroom/concession bldg

$

400,000

50%

$

200,000

D

Forest Crest Playfields

Playground replacement

$

100,000

20%

$

20,000

D

Gateway Plaza

Public Plaza adjacent to Light Rail

$

1,200,000

75%

$

900,000

D

Interurban Trail

benches, trash cans, signage

$

50,000

5%

$

2,500

$

58,000

D

Interurban Trail

security lighting

$

50,000

0%

$

‐

$

58,000

D

Interurban Trail

trailhead improvements

$

50,000

20%

$

10,000

$

58,000

D

Interurban Trail

Small scale recreation equip: fitness

$

20,000

10%

$

2,000

$

23,200

D

Jack Long Park

Added paved path, amenities & play eqt.

$

60,000

30%

$

18,000

$ 2,013,600

87,550
$

61,900

$ 2,550,400
$ 2,626,900
$ 1,569,100
$

$

593,000

$

231,900

$

463,700

47,700
$

$ 1,273,100

$

71,600

123,000

Costs factored using 3% inflation rate

Site

Project

Current (2021) % Related to Cost Related
Cost
Growth
to Growth

A

Melody Hill Sub‐area

parkland acquisition

$

2,500,000

75%

$

1,875,000

P

Melody Hill Sub‐area NH Park

master plan neighborhood park

$

50,000

75%

$

37,500

P

Recreation Pavilion

Business & design plan

$

150,000

40%

$

60,000 $

R

Recreation Pavilion

New facility development (replacement)

$ 35,000,000

40%

$ 14,000,000

R

Recreation Pavilion

Playground replacement

$

175,000

40%

$

70,000

D

Recreation Pavilion

Outdoor performance space

$

350,000

75%

$

262,500

R

Terrace Creek Park

playground surfacing

$

165,000

50%

$

82,500

$

185,700

R

Terrace Creek Park

restrooms

$

250,000

50%

$

125,000

$

281,400

R

Terrace Creek Park

play equipment replacement/upgrade

$

400,000

50%

$

200,000

$

450,200

Project
Type

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

2027

2028‐'32

$ 2,731,800
$

56,300

154,500
$ 39,392,800
$

202,900
$

$

417,900

R

Terrace Creek Park

Main trail upgrades (Asphalt)

$

550,000

10%

$

55,000

D

Terrace Creek Park/Natural Area

Connector Trail (thru Tasoff property)

$

120,000

30%

$

36,000

D

Terrace Ridge Park

ADA enhancements

$

20,000

10%

$

R

Terrace Ridge Park

play equipment replacement/upgrade

$

125,000

30%

$

R

Veterans Memorial Park

MP ‐ Trail improvements, lighting, demo

$

2,673,073

50%

$

D

Veterans Memorial Park

MP ‐ Site Furnishings, utilities, amenities

$

1,730,560

40%

$

692,224

R

Veterans Memorial Park

MP ‐ Restoration & tree plantings

$

405,600

0%

$

‐

A

System‐wide

Acquisitions for trail connections

$

500,000

50%

$

250,000

$

597,000

A

System‐wide

Acquisitions for riparian conservation

$

500,000

50%

$

250,000

$

597,000

R

System‐wide

Pathway Repair/Replacement

annual

0%

$

20,000

$

20,000 $

2,000 $

$

127,300

$

132,600

$

5,000

637,600

20,600

37,500
1,336,537 $ 2,753,265

$ 1,891,000
$

$

20,000

$

$

20,000

System‐wide

Fencing Repair/Replacement

annual

0%

System‐wide

Parking Lot Repair

annual

0%

D

System‐wide

Tree Canopy Program

annual

0%

$

10,000 $

5,000 $

10,000 $

10,000 $

10,000 $

5,000 $

50,000

D

System‐wide

Integrate public art projects

annual

0%

$

5,000 $

5,000 $

5,000 $

5,000 $

5,000 $

5,000 $

25,000

D

System‐wide

Wayfinding program

annual

0%

$

‐

$

15,000

Total Estimated Project Costs $ 65,926,993

28.7%

Project Type
A
Acquisition
P
Master planning
D
Development ‐ new
R
Replacement/Upgrade

15,000

$

20,000 $

5,000

R

20,000

20,000 $

5,000 $

R

$

20,000 $

5,000

20,000

20,000 $
$

20,000 $

20,000

20,000

$ 25,213,753 $ 3,085,915 $ 7,141,400 $ 7,254,300 $ 43,864,900 $ 5,266,100 $ 4,365,400 $ 2,943,700

NOTES:
This list identifies planning‐level cost estimates and does not assume the value of volunteer or other non‐City contributions.
Detailed costing may be necessary for projects noted.
This list is not an official budget and intended as a guiding document for City staff in the preparation of departmental budgets.
CFP does not include current projects (in planning or underway for 2021) such as Civic Campus/Jerry Smith Plaza, Ballinger Park boat docks, restroom, fishing pier, east‐side asphalt pathway, Ballinger ADA playground and Evergreen
Playfield #1 turf & lighting.

IMPLEMENTATION TACTICS
A number of strategies exist to enhance
and expand park and recreation service
delivery for the City of Mountlake Terrace;
however, clear decisions must be made in
an environment of competing interests and
limited resources. A strong community
ZLOOLQJQHVVWRRHUQDQFLDOVXSSRUWLV
necessary to bring many of the projects
listed in this Plan to life.
The recommendations for park and
recreation services noted in this Plan
may trigger the need for funding beyond
current allocations and for additional
VWDௗQJRSHUDWLRQVDQGPDLQWHQDQFH
responsibilities. Given that the operating
and capital budget of the Recreation
DQG3DUNV'HSDUWPHQWLVQLWH
additional resources may be needed to
leverage, supplement and support the
implementation of proposed objectives,
programs and projects. While grants and
RWKHUHௗFLHQFLHVZLOOKHOSWKHVHDORQH
ZLOOQRWEHHQRXJKWRUHDOL]HPDQ\LGHDV
and projects noted in this Plan. The
following recommendations and strategies
DUHSUHVHQWHGWRRHUQHDUWHUPGLUHFWLRQ
WRUHDOL]HWKHVHSURMHFWVDQGDVDPHDQVWR
continue dialogue between City leadership,
local residents and partners.

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COORDINATION
Internal coordination with the Public
:RUNVDQG&RPPXQLW\ (FRQRPLF
Development Departments can increase
the potential of discrete actions toward
the implementation of the proposed
recreational trail network, which relies in
part on street right-of-way enhancements,
and in the review of development
applications with consideration toward
potential parkland acquisition areas,
planned trail corridors and the need for
easement or set-aside requests.

VOLUNTEER & COMMUNITY-BASED ACTION
Volunteers and community groups
already contribute to the improvement of
recreation services and parks in Mountlake
Terrace. Volunteer projects include

wildlife habitat enhancement, invasive
plant removal, park clean-up days and
community event support, among others.
Mountlake Terrace should maintain
and update a revolving list of potential
small works or volunteer-appropriate
projects for the website, while also
reaching out to civic groups and the high
schools to encourage student projects.
:KLOHVXSSRUWLQJRUJDQL]HGJURXSVDQG
community-minded individuals continues
to add value to the Mountlake Terrace
recreation and parks system, volunteer
coordination requires a substantial amount
RIVWDWLPHDQGDGGLWLRQDOUHVRXUFHVPD\
be necessary to more fully take advantage
of the community’s willingness to support
SDUNDQGUHFUHDWLRQHRUWV

ENHANCED LOCAL FUNDING
According to the City budget, Mountlake
Terrace maintains reserve debt capacity
for local bonds and voter approved debt.
The City’s non-voted general obligation
debt is under its debt capacity limit of $34
million for non-voted debt, and the City
currently has no voted debt. Community
conversations regarding the need to replace
RUVLJQLFDQWO\UHQRYDWHWKH5HFUHDWLRQ
Pavilion, along with the potential to
bundle several projects from the Capital
Improvements Plan, warrant a review
of debt implications for the City, along
with the need to conduct polling of voter
support for such projects.

PARK IMPACT FEES & REAL ESTATE EXCISE TAX
3DUN,PSDFW)HHV 3,) DUHLPSRVHGRQ
new development to meet the increased
demand for parks resulting from the
QHZJURZWK3,)FDQRQO\EHXVHGIRU
parkland acquisition, planning and/or
development. They cannot be used for
operations and maintenance of parks and
facilities. The City of Mountlake Terrace
currently assesses impact fees, but the
&LW\VKRXOGUHYLHZLWV3,)RUGLQDQFHDQG
update the methodology and rate structure,
as appropriate, to be best positioned to
obtain future acquisition and development
QDQFLQJIURPWKHSODQQHGJURZWKDQG

redevelopment of Mountlake Terrace. The
&LW\VKRXOGSULRULWL]HWKHXVDJHRI3,)WR
VHFXUHQHZSDUNSURSHUWLHVDQGQDQFH
park or trail development consistent with
the priorities within this Plan.
The City currently imposes both of the
one-quarter percent excise taxes on real
estate, known as REET 1 and REET 2. The
REET must be spent on capital projects
listed in the City’s capital facilities plan
element of their comprehensive plan.
Eligible project types include planning,
construction, reconstruction, repair,
rehabilitation or improvement of parks,
recreational facilities and trails. Acquisition
of land for parks is not a permitted use
of REET 2. REET funds currently are
transferred for use on other City projects,
such as streets and debt service. Through
annual budgeting and with discussions
with City Council, the Recreation and
Parks Department should seek access to
REET funds and leverage the Capital
Improvements Plan to identify compelling
projects to enhance service delivery of the
amenities the community has provided
voice to.

CONSERVATION FUTURES
Snohomish County assesses the maximum
allowable excise of $0.0625 per $1,000
assessed value to fund the Conservation
)XWXUHVSURJUDPDQGSURYLGHVFLWLHVD
venue to access these funds through a
competitive, local grant process. The
City should continue to submit grant
DSSOLFDWLRQVIRUVXSSRUWLQQDQFLQJWKH
acquisition of additional natural areas along
creeks to facilitate the protection of these
lands and enable improved linkages to
expand the trail network.

GRANTS & APPROPRIATIONS
Several state and federal grant programs are
available on a competitive basis, including
::53$/($DQG/:&)3XUVXLQJ
grants is not a panacea for park system
funding, since grants are both competitive
DQGRIWHQUHTXLUHDVLJQLFDQWSHUFHQWDJH
of local funds to match the request to the
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granting agency, which depending on
the grant program can be as much as 50%
of the total project budget. Mountlake
Terrace should continue to leverage its
local resources to the greatest extent by
pursuing grants independently and in
cooperation with other local partners.

OTHER IMPLEMENTATION TOOLS
$SSHQGL[-LGHQWLHVRWKHULPSOHPHQWDWLRQ
tools, such as voter-approved funding,
grants and acquisition tactics, that the City
FRXOGXWLOL]HWRIXUWKHUWKHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQ
of the projects noted in the Capital
Improvements Plan.

Appropriations from state or federal
sources, though rare, can supplement
projects with partial funding. State and
federal funding allocations are particularly
relevant on regional transportation projects,
and the likelihood for appropriations
could be increased if multiple partners are
collaborating on projects.
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